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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

What is the most effective way to win souls and make disciples?
What instructions did the Lord Jesus give His disciples when He
sent them out to impact the world? How are we to impact our
communities, cities and nations with the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ? How do we validate the message we preach? How did the
Lord Jesus do it, and how did the apostles do it?

Evangelism—the Jesus Way!

The Gospels repeatedly describe the ministry of Jesus stating that
He “went about.., teaching.., preaching the gospel of the kingdom,
and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among
the people” (Matthew 4:23). When the Lord Jesus sent the Twelve
and then the Seventy, He commissioned them to “preach, saying,
‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand." Heal the sick, cleanse the
lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received,
freely give” (Matthew 10:7,8; Luke 10:1,9). The Great Commission,
given after His resurrection also included the same mandate, to
preach, heal and work signs, wonders and miracles (Mark 16:15-
20). The Twelve apostles followed this, and so did the apostle
Paul and those whom he trained. Evangelism, the way Jesus did it,
involved preaching the Gospel with accompanying signs, wonders
and miracles. We need to return to evangelism, the Jesus way!

This book is essentially a training manual and has been
prepared with the hope that pastors/leaders will find it a useful
resource to train their congregations and ministry teams and release
them to take the power of the Gospel with accompanying signs,
wonders and miracles, everywhere! It is time for the entire Body of
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Christ to engage in evangelism, the Jesus way! Let us impact our
communities, cities and nations like never before!

Supernatural healing is in the Person, not in the process that is
used! Divine healing is in the Presence of God, not the particular
method that is used!

We must understand that our God is the Healer. Our God is the
mighty Deliverer. Healing and deliverance is not in a particular
process, but in the Person of Jesus

Christ. Our faith and our focus | Healing and deliverance

must be on Him. His supernatural is not in a particular
healing is administered and process, but in the
received in a number of ways. | Person of Jesus Christ

While we present some of the

common ways or methods to minister healing and deliverance, we
must always remember that healing and deliverance comes because
of His presence, and not because of the methods we use. Our
“faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God"
(I Corinthians 2:5).

Every Believer Can Do This!

The Lord Jesus intended for every person who believed in Him to
do the works He did and even greater works (John 14:12). While
God does have specific gifts, calling and anointing placed on
specific individuals with a ministry function in the Body of Christ,
the power and authority to minister healing and deliverance is given
to every believer. I remember as a 14-year old, praying for sick
ones in my school and other schools that I went to, preaching about
Jesus. The Lord was faithful to heal and bless my fellow students. |
had no theological training, nor had I even read the Bible in entirety.
2
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I simply acted on what I had been learning from God's Word, and
God was faithful to confirm His Word. I firmly believe that the
Lord desires to see every child of His, young and old, moving in
the power of His Spirit, in the authority of Jesus’ name, doing the
works of the Father, so that people will know and experience the
living Jesus in their lives!

We trust this book will help equip you to do this.

Blessings!
Ashish Raichur
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LAYING A FOUNDATION

We begin by laying a foundation where we address some basic
Questions to ministering supernatural healing and deliverance.
While we are not “hard and fast” on terms and terminology, just to
make sure we are clear in what we are communicating, we will
identify some of the terms (or terminology) used in this book. We
use the term “new birth” to refer to the healing of the spirit (or the
heart of man). This happens when a person is born again by
believing in the Lord Jesus Christ and what He has done through
His death and resurrection according to Romans 10:9,10. We use
the term “healing” to refer to any kind of supernatural healing of
the body from any kind of sickness or disease. In situations where
the “healing” requires a creative miracle to create an organ or part
of a body that does not exist, or to cause implants in the body to
disappear while restoring perfect function, and so on, we use the
term “miracles.” We use the term “deliverance” to refer to a person
being set free (or released) from any kind of personal addiction or
demonic bondages, demonic oppression or demonic possession.
When we are dealing with the healing of the emotions, we use the
terms “emotional healing" or “inner wholeness."

We refer to the entire ministry of the supernatural (healing,
deliverance, miracles) when we talk about “signs and wonders.”
Of course, our God does many more things than just healing and
deliverance. For instance, in the Bible we see many signs, wonders
and miracles like multiplying oil, bread, fish, and much more. In

4
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this book we are focusing on ministering supernatural healing,
healing miracles, deliverance and emotional healing.

Although in this book we have presented physical healing,
deliverance and emotional healing in separate chapters and have
discussed them independently, in practice, all of these are
intertwined. Often, physical healing, emotional healing and
deliverance will all flow together at the same time or one right after
the other.

Why Miracles, Healings and Deliverance?

Why are miracles, healings and deliverance of such great
importance? Especially in today's world where there have been
tremendous advances in science and technology, we have medical
facilities readily accessible, especially in our cities. Would people
still pay attention to and come in need of supernatural healing and
deliverance? Should we not look at evangelism through more
“intellectual” and sophisticated means?

We greatly appreciate advances in medical science and
acknowledge the help that we receive through physicians and
hospitals. We are not discrediting their role in anyway. There is
nothing wrong in receiving medical help.

However, we recognize that there are situations and conditions
where medical help may not be available or may be unable to help
someone. We need to help people receive their healing and
deliverance through the supernatural power of God. There may be
times where although medical remedies are available, we minister
healing and deliverance through the supernatural power of God,
to demonstrate God's love, power and reality.

5
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Here are a few Biblical reasons why we must minister
supernatural healing and deliverance:

#l, Miracles, healing and deliverance reveal the reality and nature
of God

#2, Miracles reveal God's greatness
#3, Miracles demonstrate God's compassion

#4, Miracles have a powerful effect on people, especially on those
who do not believe

#5, The importance Jesus gave to miracles
#6, The Kingdom comes with power
#7, The Gospel is to be preached with accompanying signs

#8, Miracles encourage people to believe for more of the
supernatural

We expand on each of these with Scriptures below.

#1, Miracles, Healing and Deliverance Reveal the
Reality and Nature of God

The God of the Bible is real, and it is His nature to heal people
from sicknesses and deliver us from all forms of demonic work. In
Exodus 15:26, declared that “T am the LORD who heals you” and
thus revealed Himself through the covenant name Jehovah Rapha,
the Lord our healer.
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Exodus 15:26

26 And said, “If you diligently heed the voice of the LORD your God and do
what is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His
statutes, | will put none of the diseases on you which I have brought on the
Egyptians. For I am the LORD who heals you.”

He reiterated through Moses that He was the God who took
sickness away from His people and blessed them with health and
strength.

Exodus 23:25,26 (see also Deuteronomy 7:14,15)

% "So you shall serve the LORD your God, and He will bless your bread and
your water. And I will take sickness away from the midst of you. % No one
shall suffer miscarriage or be barren in your land; I will fulfill the number of
your days.

Throughout Israel’s history as a nation, He demonstrated His
power and willingness to heal, deliver and preserve His people.
When He brought His people out of Egypt, He supernaturally
ensured that an entire nation of an estimated three million people
was sustained physically. Here is what the Scriptures state:

Psalm 105:37
He also brought them out with silver and gold, and there was none feeble
among His tribes.

Nehemiah 9:21
Forty years You sustained them in the wilderness; They lacked nothing; Their
clothes did not wear out And their feet did not swell.

The understanding of God as healer and deliverer was an
integral part of what people believed. He is the God who forgives
all our sins, heals all our diseases and redeems us from destruction.
These are His benefits which He provides for His people.
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Psalm 103:1-5

" A Psalm of David. Bless the LORD, O my soul; And all that is within me,
bless His holy name! 2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget not all His
benefits: * Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, *
Who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with lovingkindness
and tender mercies, * Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that
your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

Jesus came to fully manifest and perfectly reveal God to us.
He was the embodiment of God. “He is the image of the invisible
God" (Colossians 1:15, 2 Corinthians 4:4). Jesus was “the express
image of His person” (Hebrews 1:3), meaning, the exact
representation of God. Jesus revealed the Father to us. Everything
He did was the expression of the will of God (Hebrews 10:7). A
big part of what Jesus did during His earthly ministry was to heal,
deliver and work miracles, revealing that this is who God is and
what He does.

The Bible clearly establishes that it is God's nature to heal,
deliver and work miracles. God desires to be revealed in and
through His people, so that people will know that He exists and
who He really is. Hence, the reason why we extend our faith and
pray, and minister healing, deliverance and miracles is to reveal
the reality and nature of our God.

#2, Miracles Reveal God's Greatness
The Lord Jesus revealed His glory through the miracles He did.

John 2:11
This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His
glory; and His disciples believed in Him.

We serve a great God who is all-powerful and infinite. God is
infinitely more powerful than any sickness, disease, demonic work,

8
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or emotional problem that ravages our minds and bodies.
Supernatural healing, deliverance and miracles reveal God's
greatness, especially, when we see these happen in lives of people
who are beyond any medical help. “’Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, You
have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and
outstretched arm. There is nothing too hard for You" (Jeremiah
32:17).

#3, Miracles Demonstrate God's Compassion

People are hurting and in pain, and many need divine intervention.
God has compassion on every one. “The LORD is gracious and
full of compassion, Slow to anger and great in mercy. The LORD is
good to all, And His tender mercies are over all His works”
(Psalm 145:8,9).

The Lord Jesus was moved with compassion when He saw the
masses of people. Out of that compassion He preached the Gospel
of the Kingdom, taught them many things and ministered healing
and deliverance.

Matthew 14:14
And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved with
compassion for them, and healed their sick.

Matthew 15:32

Now Jesus called His disciples to Himself and said, “I have compassion on
the multitude, because they have now continued with Me three days and
have nothing to eat. And I do not want to send them away hungry, lest they
faint on the way.”

Matthew 20:34
So Jesus had compassion and touched their eyes. And immediately their
eyes received sight, and they followed Him.
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Mark 1:41
Then Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out His hand and touched
him, and said to him, “I am willing; be cleansed.”

Mark 5:18,19

'* And when He got into the boat, he who had been demon-possessed
begged Him that he might be with Him. ” However, Jesus did not permit
him, but said to him, “Go home to your friends, and tell them what great
things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had compassion on you.”

Mark 6:34

And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and was moved with
compassion for them, because they were like sheep not having a shepherd.
So He began to teach them many things.

Luke 7:13-15

% When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, “Do
not weep.” " Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who
carried him stood still. And He said, “Young man, | say to you, arise.” * So
he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his
mother.

The love of God is poured out into our hearts by the Holy
Spirit (Romans 5:5). It is the love of Christ that motivates us (2
Corinthians 5:14). This is what empowers us to walk in compassion.

When we flow in the compassion of God, we work towards
the same end of seeing people healed and delivered.

#4, Miracles Have a Powerful Effect on People,
Especially on Those Who Do Not Believe
A) Miracles Get People’s Attention

When healings, miracles and deliverances take place, people pay
attention to the messenger and to the message he brings.

We see this in the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ.

10



LAYING A FOUNDATION

Luke 5:15 (see also Luke 6:17)
However, the report went around concerning Him all the more; and great
multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by Him of their infirmities.

We also see this in the Early Church. Philip, the deacon who
became an evangelist, is just one such example:

Acts 8:6
And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip,
hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.

B) Miracles Act as “Sign Posts” to Point People to God and
Cause People to Glorify God

We see over and over again, in the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that when people saw the miracles and healings, their thoughts
turned toward God and they glorified (or gave praise) to God.

After the paralyzed man was healed, the people who saw it marveled
and praised God:

Matthew 9:8
Now when the multitudes saw it, they marveled and glorified God, who had
given such power to men.

When multitudes were healed, people glorified God:

Matthew 15:30,31

® Then great multitudes came to Him, having with them the lame, blind,
mute, maimed, and many others; and they laid them down at Jesus’ feet, and
He healed them. *' So the multitude marveled when they saw the mute
speaking, the maimed made whole, the lame walking, and the blind seeing;
and they glorified the God of Israel.

When the young man was raised from the dead, people were
filled with awe and glorified God:
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Luke 7:15,16

® So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to
his mother. '® Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying, “A
great prophet has risen up among us”; and, “God has visited His people

The woman who was healed of a hunched back, gave praise to
God:

Luke 13:13
And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and
glorified God.

God was glorified by the raising of Lazarus from the dead:

John 11:4
When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the
glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”

Sometimes, people are ‘afraid’ of the supernatural, as though
it is a dangerous realm and will lead us away from God. Yes, there
are demonic powers and deceiving spirits that cause lying signs
and wonders, which we have to discern. However, we also need to
see the powerful impact of the genuine demonstration of God's
power on people’s lives. When people personally encounter God's
miracle-working, healing and delivering power, almost each time,
their hearts are turned to the living God to praise and glorify Him.

C) Brings Conviction of Sin

When people encounter the supernatural power of God as
manifested through the gifts of the Spirit, words of knowledge,
prophecy, and so on, we can expect to see them repent and turn to
God.

| Corinthians 14:24,25
24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in,
he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. * And thus the secrets of his

12
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heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and
report that God is truly among you.

What happened, when the Lord Jesus spoke to the woman at
the well in John 4, is a classic example. She believed, and
consequently, the entire city came, saw, heard and believed.

Peter and his team had fished all night and caught nothing.
After the Lord Jesus had directed them to go out and cast their nets
again, when Peter saw the miraculous catch of fish, here was his
response, showing conviction of sin:

Luke 5:8
When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from
me, for | am a sinful man, O Lord!”

D) Brings People to a Decision Point

The apostle Paul clearly identifies his primary approach in bringing
people to make a decision to follow Jesus Christ. He said, He did
it in "word and deed,” getting people to respond to the Gospel
through mighty signs and wonders done by the power of the Spirit
of God.

Romans 15:18,19

'® For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not
accomplished through me, in word and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient—
”in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that
from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel
of Christ.

E) Miracles Are Essential to See Transformation of the Sin
Cities of the World

Matthew 11:20-26
22 Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His mighty works had
been done, because they did not repent: > “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to

13
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you, Bethsaidal For if the mighty works which were done in you had been
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and
ashes. > But | say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the
day of judgment than for you. 2 And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to
heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were
done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day.
24 But | say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in
the day of judgment than for you.” »* At that time Jesus answered and said,
“I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these
things from the wise and prudent and have revealed them to babes. ¢ Even
so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight.

In the passage above, we have very interesting contrasts. Jesus
states that sinful cities in the Old Testament of Tyre, Sidon and
Sodom would have repented if they had seen the mighty miracles
of healings and deliverance that the Lord Jesus was doing. Cities in
spiritual darkness and sin can be broken into and brought to
repentance through the demonstration of the supernatural power
of God. Hence, as we are equipped to work miracles, signs and
wonders, we can go boldly into the darkest part of our cities, and
expect to see people turn to the Lord, as they encounter the power
of God touching their lives.

On the other hand, the cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida and
Capernaum seemed unmoved by the powerful miracles, healings
and deliverances that the Lord Jesus did. In this context, the Lord
Jesus mentions two things' He mentions that Capernaum was “exalted
unto heaven, "which is a “"Hebrew metaphor, expressive of the utmost
prosperity, and the enjoyment of the greatest privileges” (Adam
Clarke's Commentary on the Bible). He also states that the “wise
and prudent,” people who are “wise in their own eyes” refuse to
see truth. These things are hidden from the wise and prudent, not
because God does not want them to see it, but because that natural
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man cannot understand the things of the Spirit (I Corinthians 2:14)
and man by His wisdom cannot know God and His ways (I
Corinthians 1:21). Instead, the unwise (babes) who are simple enough
to believe are able to see. People who are caught up in their
prosperity (wealth, success, opulence) or in their own intelligence
(intellectualism, rationalism); usually refuse to see the reality of
God as demonstrated through signs, wonders and miracles. God
is staring them in the face, and they refuse to see Him for who He
is. However, once these (wealth, intelligence) reach their limit or
are stripped away, man has nothing more to hide behind but to
acknowledge that God is real and at work. So like Jesus, we continue
demonstrating the power of God and let God bring each man to
the place where they reach the end of themselves, and come to
recognize the power of God.

#5, The Importance Jesus Gave to Miracles

In His earthly ministry, the Lord Jesus spent as much time, perhaps
more time in ministering healing, deliverance and working miracles,
as spent in preaching and teaching. The Gospels record several
individual healings and miracles along with times when we just
have mention many healed. In fact, John closes his gospel, stating:

John 20:30,31

3 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples,
which are not written in this book; *' but these are written that you may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may
have life in His name.

John 21:25

And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were
written one by one, | suppose that even the world itself could not contain
the books that would be written. Amen.
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Here are some important statements that Jesus made when
talking about the supernatural ministry that He was demonstrating:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

The miracles He was doing, were more important than
the testimony of John the Baptist (John 5:31-36)

When the Jews questioned Him about being the Messiah,
He pointed to the miracles He did as authentication
and challenged them to believe because of the miracles
He did (John 10:24,25, 37,38).

When John the Baptist, in prison, was doubting if Jesus
was indeed the Messiah, the Lord Jesus pointed to His
supernatural ministry as evidence that He was indeed
the Messiah (Matthew I1:1-6).

When His own disciples questioned Him about the
Father, the Lord Jesus pointed to the supernatural works
He was doing, as evidence that He and the Father were
one (John 14:8-11).

We will examine these and more in chapter three on “The
Father's Works,” Suffice it to state here, that miracles, healings and
deliverance were very important to the ministry of Jesus. He passed

this on to His disciples, and then on to us, in the Great Commission.
There is no reason why we should not give as much importance to
supernatural ministry as Jesus did.

#6, The Kingdom Comes with Power

There are two kingdoms in conflict—the Kingdom of God and the
kingdom of darkness. God's Kingdom rules over all (Psalm 103:19).
As God's Kingdom advances—it overturns everything that
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contradicts its true expression. This includes undoing sickness,
disease and demons.

The Lord Jesus came to introduce the Kingdom of God into
our realm. He came with the message of the Kingdom stating the
Kingdom of heaven is near (Matthew 4:17). He preached the Gospel
of the Kingdom and in doing so, He healed the sick, cast out devils
and worked miracles (Matthew 4:23,24). Jesus ushered in the
Kingdom of God on the earth by demonstrating the power of God.

Matthew 9:35

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every
disease among the people.

Matthew 12:28
But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has
come upon you.

When the Lord Jesus commissioned His disciples, first the 12
and then another 70 to go proclaim the Kingdom of God—He
could have told them to do this in many different ways. He could
have said, “start a church, do some good teaching and say to them
the Kingdom of God is here.” He could have said, “feed the hungry,
clothe the naked and say to them the Kingdom of God is here.”
While all these are good and we do them, the instruction Jesus
repeated over and over again was to “heal the sick, cast out devils
and tell them the Kingdom of God is here.” This is how the Lord
Jesus wanted the Kingdom to be introduced in our realm!

Matthew 10:7,8

7 And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ ? Heal
the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you
have received, freely give.
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Luke 9:1,2,6

'Then He called His twelve disciples together and gave them power and
authority over all demons, and to cure diseases. > He sent them to preach
the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. ¢ So they departed and went
through the towns, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere.

Luke 10:1,8,9

' After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them
two by two before His face into every city and place where He Himself was
about to go. ® Whatever city you enter, and they receive you, eat such things
as are set before you. > And heal the sick there, and say to them, ‘The
kingdom of God has come near to you.’

We are taught to pray, “Your Kingdom come. Your will be
done on earth as it is heaven’ (Matthew 6:10). Our desire and
assignment is to see His Kingdom established here on earth in the
hearts and lives of people. What is in His Kingdom is what should
be established here on earth. What is not in His Kingdom should
not be permitted here on earth. The Church is part of the Kingdom
and has been vested with Kingdom authority here on earth, to
enforce this. In doing so, we have been authorized to go against
the “gates of hell,” and undo the works of darkness since these are
opposite to the Kingdom of God.

Matthew 16:18,19

'8 And | also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. ” And 1 will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.”

The New Testament Church walked in Kingdom authority and
demonstrated Kingdom power as they proclaimed the Gospel of
the Kingdom.
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Acts 8:5-8,12

> Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them.
¢ And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip,
hearing and seeing the miracles which he did. ” For unclean spirits, crying
with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who
were paralyzed and lame were healed. # And there was great joy in that city.
2 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were
baptized.

| Corinthians 4:20
For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power.

The Kingdom of God, as proclaimed and demonstrated by
Jesus, His disciples and the Early Church, was a Kingdom that came
with power. The power of the -

Kingdom of God confronted and | We are vested with the

overthrew the powers of darkness. authority of the
We are very much part of this [ Kingdom and have been
Kingdom and must continue doing authorized to

represent, proclaim and

. . demonstrate the power
Kingdom of God. Our assignment of the Kingdom of God

is to bring the Kingdom of God \_ J
here into our realm. We are to pray

the same. We represent the same

and minister according to “your Kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.” The Kingdom comes with power that is
manifested through healing and deliverance. Every one of us in the
Kingdom has been vested with the authority of the Kingdom of God
and has been authorized to represent, proclaim and demonstrate
the power of the Kingdom of God.
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#7, The Gospel Is to Be Preached with Accompanying
Signs

As we stated earlier, Jesus went about preaching the Gospel and
accompanied His teaching and preaching with miracles, signs,
wonders, healings and deliverances.

The Pharisees were generally antagonistic toward Jesus and
most were attempting to find fault with Him. However, Nicodemus,
a Pharisee, seemed to think differently. His rationale was that Jesus
had to be a teacher from God, because of the supernatural miracles
that He was doing.

John 3:1,2

! There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
“This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You
are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do
unless God is with him.”

Miracles validate the message and the messenger to the
audience. In addition to proclaiming the Gospel, we are to
demonstrate healings, miracles and deliverances in order to
authenticate our message. The Lord Jesus set this as a model for us
to follow.

Acts 2:22

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God
to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your
midst, as you yourselves also know.

Hebrews 2:3, 4

* how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first
began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who
heard Him, * God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with
various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?
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He then commissioned His disciples to do the same, as they went
about preaching the Gospel. In the Great Commission given after
His resurrection, He intended for His followers to continue doing
this. We are to observe (follow) everything the Lord commanded
His disciples (Mathew 28:20) which includes the way they did
ministry. The Lord has not stopped working with His disciples and
He has not stopped confirming His Word with accompanying signs.
Whenever we are preaching His Word, we should expect
accompanying signs to validate what is being preached.

Mark 16:15-20

¥ And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature. '® He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who
does not believe will be condemned. '” And these signs will follow those who
believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new
tongues; '® they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will
by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”
” So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into
heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. *° And they went out and
preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word
through the accompanying signs. Amen.

The Early Church firmly believed in the proclamation of the
Gospel and expected this to be accompanied with healings, signs
and wonders. They prayed for such things to happen. The Book of
Acts records some of the miracles and healings that were seen
through the Early Church.

Acts 4:29,30

» Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all
boldness they may speak Your word, *° by stretching out Your hand to heal,
and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy
Servant Jesus.”
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As we have stated earlier, the apostle Paul, ministered in this same
manner. He expected mighty signs and wonders to take place, with
the intent that people would respond to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Romans 15:18,19

'® For 1 will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not
accomplished through me, in word and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient—
”in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that
from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel
of Christ.

#8, Miracles Encourage People to Believe for More
of the Supernatural

We see in the ministry of Jesus that great crowds of people came to
Him, simply because they heard of what He was doing and they
wanted to receive this for themselves. They heard about others
who were sick, deformed, possessed, and diseased in one way or
another being healed when they came to Jesus. This birthed faith
and expectation in their hearts and multitudes gathered to where
ever Jesus was, because they had a need and wanted to receive for
themselves. Never do we find Jesus turning people away because
of wanting to receive. He always responded to the faith of the people
and ministered to them. Here are just a few Scriptures to
corroborate this:

Matthew 12:15
But when Jesus knew it, He withdrew from there. And great multitudes followed
Him, and He healed them all.

Matthew 15:30
Then great multitudes came to Him, having with them the lame, blind, mute,
maimed, and many others; and they laid them down at Jesus’ feet, and He
healed them.
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Matthew 19:2
And great multitudes followed Him, and He healed them there.

Luke 5:15
However, the report went around concerning Him all the more; and great
multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by Him of their infirmities.

Luke 9:11

But when the multitudes knew it, they followed Him; and He received them
and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed those who had
need of healing.

Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). We
know that He would do the same, if He were present here today.

What if this same Jesus was present in our churches and
Christian communities today, in the same manner, as He was during
His earthly ministry? It is quite possible that great crowds would
come flooding into our churches to receive His healing, deliverance
and miracles, just as it happened in New Testament times. The
Lord Jesus has promised and He desires to be amongst us in this
manner (Matthew 18:20). It is up to us, now, to expect the Lord
Jesus, to be who He really is, in our midst. When people experience
miracles, they will be encouraged and inspired to believe for more
of the supernatural, for more of who Jesus really is!

God's Desire: The Supernatural Through Every
Believer

The Lord Jesus stated that those who believed in Him will do
supernatural works just as He did.

John [4:12

“Most assuredly, | say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he
will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My
Father.
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Mark 16:17,18

7 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast
out demons; they will speak with new tongues; ' they will take up serpents;
and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay
hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

The Lord Jesus made it clear, that as disciples we are to be as
our Master. If our Master worked supernatural signs and wonders,
then as His disciples we should pursue the same.

Matthew 10:25

It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much
more will they call those of his household!

Luke 6:40
Adisciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will
be like his teacher.

God has designed that all of us who embrace Jesus Christ be
conformed to His image. “For whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He
might be the firstborn among many brethren” (Romans 8:29). Jesus
is the firstborn among the brethren. The rest of the brethren are to
be in the image of Jesus Christ, like Him. We are called to walk as
Christ walked. “He who says he abides in Him ought himself also
to walk just as He walked” (I John 2:6). If Christ walked in the
power of the Spirit and worked healings, deliverances and miracles,
then we should seek to walk in these just as He did.

In the next chapter, we will cover at length the basis for
ministering healing and deliverance. We would like to highlight
two key truths that empower every believer to demonstrate the
power of God:
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A, Holy Spirit power given to all believers
B, Sonship glory given to all believers

Holy Spirit Power Given to All Believers

Jesus worked the supernatural by the power and anointing of the
Holy Spirit.

When Jesus walked the earth, He was all-God and all-man.
Deity and humanity met together. He was Deity in origin and identity.
However, He had laid aside the powers of the Deity (the Eternal
Glory of omnipresence, omniscience, omnipotence), as these could
not be contained in a flesh and blood human body. In Philippians
2:7, “made Himself of no reputation,” comes from the Greek word
“kenoo” which means to make empty, or empty oneself. He emptied
Himself of the powers of Deity, when in His humanity. In the human
body, He was not omnipotent, omnipresent and omniscient.

In the human body, He was not omnipotent. There were times
He was tired and had to rest, eat, and so on. He was chained,
whipped and nailed to the Cross. In the human body, He was not
omnipresent. He travelled on foot, in a boat and on a donkey. In
the human body, He was not omniscient. He grew in wisdom (Luke
2:46, 52). He was taught by the Father (John 8:28). He did not
know the day of the Lord (Mark 13:32).

So the ministry that the Lord Jesus did, He did not do by His
powers of Deity (powers of omnipresence, omniscience,
omnipotence), but He did so by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Luke 4:18,19

'® “The spirit of the lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach
the gospel to the poor; he has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim
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liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty
those who are oppressed; ” to proclaim the acceptable year of the lord.”

Matthew 12:28
But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has
come upon you.

Acts 10:38

How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power,
who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the
devil, for God was with Him.

The miracles Jesus did, He did by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Lord Jesus then promised this same Holy Spirit power to all
believers when they are baptized in the Spirit.

Acts [:5,8

3 For John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.” ® But you shall receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

The promise of Pentecost, the baptism of the Holy Spirit is
for us today (Acts 2:38,39). Hence, all believers can do the works
that Jesus did, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Sonship Glory Given to All Believers

We stated earlier that when the Lord Jesus walked on the earth, He
did not walk in His powers as Deity. He walked as the Son of God
and had what we refer to as the “sonship glory.”

John I:14

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

26



LAYING A FOUNDATION

John 2:11
This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His
glory; and His disciples believed in Him.

The word “glory” comes from the Greek “doxa” which comes
from a root word that means to “make very apparent.” “Doxa" as
used in the New Testament means a manifestation of who God is
and what He does. This sonship glory that the Lord Jesus walked in
was revealed through miracles, grace and truth.

John 17:5,22

* And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which
I had with You before the world was. 2> And the glory which You gave Me |
have given them, that they may be one just as We are one:

While on the earth, Jesus did not
have the glory which He had
when He was with the Father in
eternity past. He laid this aside
and walked on the earth in
sonship glory. We know of course, that after His ascension, the
glory He laid aside was given back to Him. He is Deity in all fullness,
co-equal with the Father and the Spirit.

Every believer has this
sonship glory—the ability
to manifest who God is
and what He does.

The glory Jesus passed on to us is the sonship glory. We have
been called, justified and glorified (Romans 8:30), with sonship
glory. Every believer has this sonship glory—the glory as of the
children of God. We therefore have the ability to manifest who
God is and what He does.

Walk in Power and Glory

The Lord Jesus had the Spirit without measure (John 3:34) and He
walked in sonship glory, as He did the works of the Father—healing,
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delivering and doing mighty signs and wonders. All of us believers,
who have received the outpouring of the Spirit have access to the
same unlimited reservoir of the Spirit's power. We have also been
granted the same sonship glory. We must now learn and be trained
to walk in the Spirit's power and the glory resident within us. This
is a shift we need to make. Instead of walking according to the
limits of our natural understanding and confining ourselves to the
limits of our natural abilities, we must learn how to step into the
realm of the Spirit, and minister in a manner where God's power
and glory will be released. We are not there yet, but this is a journey
we need to make as we learn to do the works He did and greater
works.

Why Are We Not Demonstrating More of God's
Power?

Here are a few reasons why we are not seeing more of God's power
demonstrated in healings, miracles and deliverances.

#1, Lack of Knowledge

Isaiah:13a
Therefore my people have gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge;

Hosea 4:6a
My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.

Sometimes because of our lack of knowledge of what God has
provided for us and what God has declared in His Word, we live in
bondage, captivity and don't even realize it. We accept things the
way they are, thinking this is the norm, without realizing that God
has provided for better things. Hence, we need to teach the truth
and bring people to an understanding of what God has declared in
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His Word. When we continue in His Word, we will know the truth
and the truth will set us free.

#2, Wrong Teaching Concerning the Supernatural

Sometimes we are taught wrong things that keep us from
experiencing the supernatural or stepping out to believe God for
demonstrations of His power in healings, deliverance and miracles.
When we are taught the traditions and ideas of man, instead of the
truth of God's Word, we are robbed of the things God has intended
for us.

Mark 7:8,9,13

® For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition of
men—the washing of pitchers and cups, and many other such things you
do.”? He said to them, “All too well you reject the commandment of God,
that you may keep your tradition. ® making the word of God of no effect
through your tradition which you have handed down. And many such things
you do.”

Here are some wrong ideas that may have been taught to us

concerning supernatural healing and deliverance:

e Itwas only for Bible times, it is not for us today. In those days,
they did not have medical help as we do today, and hence
they needed the supernatural power of God to help them.

e It only happens according to God's sovereign will—so we
cannot do much with our faith.

*  The supernatural will make you spooky, stay away if you want
to be normal.

We always have a choice—to discover and believe what God has
revealed in His Word.
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#3, Leaving the Miracle Ministry Reserved for an Elite Few

It is true that the Lord Jesus has appointed some people to be
evangelists in the Body of Christ (Ephesians 4:11) who are workers
of miracles with gifts of healings (I Corinthians 12:28). While we
recognize those called to be healing evangelists and others in the
five-fold office (ministry gift) in the Body of Christ, we also
understand that God intended for all believers to pray, heal the
sick and cast out devils, by the authority of Jesus’ name (Mark
16:17,18). The power of the Holy Spirit is available for all believers
and all believers can desire the manifestations of the gifts of the
Holy Spirit, which includes gifts of healings and workings of
miracles. All believers need to be trained and equipped to minister
healing and deliverance.

#4, Replacing the Supernatural with Modern Substitutes

One reason why we do not see more of the demonstrations of the
power of God in our churches today, is because, we have replaced
the power of God with other things. Some of these would include:

e Good music, good programs, new techniques for doing
church—and hence there is more emphasis on these things,
instead of expecting God's supernatural power in demonstration.

*  Apologetics without power. We focus on good arguments and
intellectual presentations instead of demonstrations of God’s
supernatural power. The apostle Paul balanced apologetics
with manifestations of the supernatural. More on this, in a
following section.

While we are not against the use of technology, good music, and
other contemporary means to communicate the truth, we must
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continue to place emphasis and focus on the presence of God and
demonstrations of His presence through supernatural signs, wonders
and miracles as it was in the Early Church that the Lord Jesus
instituted.

#5, Unwilling to Press-in till We See More of His Power
Displayed

Matthew I1:12

And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven
suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.

While God releases His power as a work of grace, it takes
faith and a relentless pursuit from our side to receive it. We must
press in to it. The Kingdom of heaven has come into our realm
within our reach, but we must take it by force.

God responds to those who are desirous for more of Him. He
seeks out hearts that are hungry and yearning for more of Him. He
pours water on those who are thirsty. We need to press in for more
of Him and His power at work in our midst.

#6, Other Roadblocks to the Supernatural

Some other roadblocks that can hinder us from experiencing
demonstrations of the power of God are listed below:

*  Not stepping out in faith. As we will see in the next chapter,
we must exercise faith to receive and minister healing. From a
natural standpoint, faith is risk and sometimes we are afraid
to take the necessary risk and this keeps us from experiencing
the supernatural.
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e Depending on methods instead of His presence. While we
must be aware of different methods to minister healing and
deliverance, if we get fixated on a particular method (or
process) to minister healing and deliverance, we are severely
limiting God's work. God can release His supernatural power
in a variety of ways. Hence we must depend on the presence
of God and what He is doing at any given moment, rather than
on methods we are accustomed to.

e Discouragement from past failure. ("I prayed for the sick
and nothing happened”). All of us who have attempted to learn
and step into ministering the supernatural have experienced
failure. We have not seen every sick person healed and
delivered. But any failure is not because God has changed
His mind or is unwilling to heal, but rather a failure on our
side, as we still seek to learn and understand how to co-labor
with God to do His works. So when we encounter failure, we
must press in to God, seek Him for the understanding we
need so that we can co-labor with Him more effectively.

In everyday life, we do experience failure but we continue working
towards our goal. When a child attempts its first few steps, the
child usually stumbles and falls. Sometimes, the child may even
get a few bruises in attempting to walk. Do we then come to the
conclusion that the child will never walk just because it stumbled
when it took its first steps? No! Instead, we encourage the child to
keep trying. As the child continues to make the effort, soon the
child starts walking. So also, in the realm of learning to minister
healing and deliverance. We do not quit just because we do not
see expected results every time we minister. We keep pressing
forward. Jesus is our Standard. He demonstrated to us what is indeed
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possible and He has invited us to do His works and even greater
works.

When we experience failure in prayer, or in ministering healing
and deliverance, the wrong thing to do is to change our theology to
accommodate our failure. The right thing to do is to learn from the
experience and work at raising our experience to the level of God’s
Word. God will not change His Word.

e Improper motives. If we seek supernatural ministry for our
own personal gain, to be known as somebody special, for
recognition and fame, our heart is not right and we will not be
able to make much progress. God sees our hearts and it is
important to maintain right motives. Our desire must be
sincere and pure—to help hurting people and to glorify God.

Don’'t Demonic Powers Also Demonstrate the
Supernatural?

A common contention against us believers emphasizing healings,
deliverance, signs and wonders is the point that even demonic
powers through false teachers, practitioners of witchcraft, also
perform supernatural signs. Yes, this is true. The Bible does talk
about satan working lying or deceptive signs and wonders.

2 Thessalonians 2:9
The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all
power, signs, and lying wonders,

Just as we as believers can tap into the power of the Kingdom
of God and the anointing of the Holy Spirit to see miracles happen,
in a similar manner, people can tap into demon power to work
deceptive signs and wonders. However, this is no reason why we
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should therefore stop working signs and wonders. In fact, this should
stir us up to press in, to see more of God's power in demonstration.

The counterfeit does not
discredit the authentic; it only

The counterfeit does

not discredit the
serves to accentuate the value of | aythentic, it only serves

the authentic. Just because there | to accentuate the value
are counterfeit [000 Rupee notes, of the authentic.

we do not throw away all our

genuine 1000 Rupee notes! We preserve the genuine and we keep
an eye for the counterfeit, and avoid them. In fact those producing
the counterfeit notes are exposed and taken to task. In a similar
manner, we must not do away with the genuine work of God bringing
healing, deliverance and miracles just because there are counterfeits
produced by the powers of darkness.

Throughout the Bible we see that God's servants, the prophets
had to demonstrate the genuine power of God, in environments
where there were others doing similar signs and wonders by the
strength of demonic powers. God did not tell His servants to stop
working supernatural signs and wonders just because of witchcraft
powers working similar things. Rather, God demonstrated time and
again that His power working through His servants was far greater
than the works of darkness.

Moses and the Magicians in Egypt

Moses having been raised up in Pharaoh’s courts must have been
familiar with the powers that the sorcerers and magicians of Egypt
demonstrated. When God commissioned Moses to go before
Pharaoh, the Lord prepared Moses to demonstrate the supernatural
with the rod he carried.
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Exodus 7:8-12

& Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, > “When Pharaoh
speaks to you, saying, ‘Show a miracle for yourselves,’ then you shall say to
Aaron, ‘Take your rod and cast it before Pharaoh, and let it become a
serpent.’ “ ' So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and they did so, just
as the LORD commanded. And Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and
before his servants, and it became a serpent. " But Pharaoh also called the
wise men and the sorcerers; so the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like
manner with their enchantments. "> For every man threw down his rod, and
they became serpents. But Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods.

The very first miracle that Moses did, the magicians in Egypt
were able to replicate with their demonic powers. While Moses
was perhaps not ready for this, God was not taken by surprise.
God already had a plan to demonstrate that the ‘power’ with Moses
was superior to the powers that the magicians operated by. Moses'’
rod swallowed up the other rods.

The magicians in Egypt were able to do the next two miracles
that Moses did—the river turning into blood (Exodus 7:22) and
causing frogs to come up out of the river and cover the land (Exodus
8:7). Notice, that God was not alarmed that the magicians were
also doing the same miracles. God did not tell Moses to change
his strategy or try out some other method or technique. God just
led Moses on to the next miracle. The magicians were able to
copy the first three miracles that Moses did but that was the extent
of what they could do with their demonic power supply. Beyond
this, they became mere spectators and had to acknowledge the
hand of God upon Moses. The power of God was far superior to
the workings of satan.

Exodus 8:18,19

'® Now the magicians so worked with their enchantments to bring forth lice,
but they could not. So there were lice on man and beast. ” Then the magicians
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said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart grew hard,
and he did not heed them, just as the LORD had said.

Here is a lesson for us. We do not stop working healings,
deliverance, signs and wonders in the name of Jesus, just because
there are counterfeit works being done. We need to show to the
world that the power of God is far superior to the powers of
darkness.

Elijah and the Prophets of Baal

Elijah lived at a time when the prophets of Baal and the prophets
of Asherah, were being supported by king Ahab and his wife
Jezebel. The land was filled with idolatry and witchcraft promoted
by queen Jezebel. Elijah, led by the Lord, challenged these prophets
on Mount Carmel (I Kings 18). At the end of the day, in response to
Elijah’s simple prayer, fire came down from heaven and consumed
the sacrifice and altar. This was something the false prophets were
unable to do. The people now bowed and acknowledged that the
Lord is God indeed!

I Kings 18:37-39

7 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that You are the
LORD God, and that You have turned their hearts back to You again.” 3
Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the
wood and the stones and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the
trench. 3 Now when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they
said, “The LORD, He is God! The LORD, He is God!"

We are indeed living in a time when God is pouring out His
Holy Spirit on the Church. While it is true there are many false
Christs, false prophets and demonic teachings flooding the land, it
is also true that the need to demonstrate the power of God has
never been greater. People need to see the Lord and His glory
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manifested so that they know beyond a doubt, that the Lord Jesus
whom we preach, He is God indeed!

The Ministry of Jesus

Even Jesus was falsely accused of doing His works by the power of
Beelzebub, the ruler of demons. This indicates to us that even
during Jesus’ time, sorcerers, magicians and practitioners of
witchcraft were in the land and performed healing and miracles.
However, the Lord Jesus did not change His ministry strategy and
abandon working miracles, signs and wonders. He still kept
demonstrating the power of God stating that casting out demons
by the Spirit of God indicated that the power of the Spirit was
superior to the power of satan. He pointed to the supernatural
works He did as evidence of Him being the Messiah.

Matthew 12:24-29

2 Now when the Pharisees heard it they said, “This fellow does not cast out
demons except by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.” > But Jesus knew
their thoughts, and said to them: “Every kingdom divided against itself is
brought to desolation, and every city or house divided against itself will not
stand. ¢ If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then
will his kingdom stand? > And if | cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom
do your sons cast them out? Therefore they shall be your judges. ?® But if |
cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come
upon you.  Or how can one enter a strong man’s house and plunder his
goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder his
house.

Several Other Instances

As we review the book of Acts, we see several instances where the
ministers of the Lord Jesus had to counter people who worked
supernatural works by the power of satan:

e Philip and Simon the Sorcerer (Acts 8:5-24)
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e  Paul and Elymas the sorcerer on the island of Paphos (Acts
13:6-12)

*  Paul and the girl possessed with a spirit of divination at
Philippi (Acts 16:12-18)

e Paul at Ephesus (Acts 19:11-21)

Our God Is Greater! His Power Is Greater than the Powers of
Darkness!

The way to convince those who are already involved in witchcraft
and other occult powers is to demonstrate that the power of the
Lord Jesus Christ is far greater and superior to the power of
darkness.

Is Asking for “Signs” Wrong?

Some may feel that asking God for “signs,” that is supernatural
demonstrations of His power, whether it is for healing, deliverance,
or other miracles is wrong. They may then point to certain portions
of Scripture where people came to Jesus asking for “a sign” and
the Lord Jesus rebuked them.

For the purpose of completeness and close examination, we
present some of these passages here for review.

Matthew 12:38-42

3% Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, “Teacher, we
want to see a sign from You.” 3 But He answered and said to them, “An evil
and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. ** For as Jonah was three days and
three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three
days and three nights in the heart of the earth. # The men of Nineveh will rise
up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented
at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here. * The
queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with this generation and
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condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of
Solomon; and indeed a greater than Solomon is here.

Matthew 16:1-4

' Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing Him asked that He
would show them a sign from heaven. He answered and said to them,
“When it is evening you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red’; *> and
in the morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and
threatening.” Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the sky, but
you cannot discern the signs of the times. * Awicked and adulterous generation
seeks after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it except the sign of the
prophet Jonah.” And He left them and departed.

Mark 8:11-13

""Then the Pharisees came out and began to dispute with Him, seeking from
Him a sign from heaven, testing Him. 2 But He sighed deeply in His spirit,
and said, “Why does this generation seek a sign? Assuredly, | say to you, no
sign shall be given to this generation.” ® And He left them, and getting into
the boat again, departed to the other side.

Luke 11:16,29-32

6 Others, testing Him, sought from Him a sign from heaven.  And while the
crowds were thickly gathered together, He began to say, “This is an evil
generation. It seeks a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of
Jonah the prophet. *° For as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so also
the Son of Man will be to this generation. *' The queen of the South will rise
up in the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them, for
she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and
indeed a greater than Solomon is here. *2 The men of Nineveh will rise up in
the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the
preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here.

John 2:18-22

'8 So the Jews answered and said to Him, “What sign do You show to us,
since You do these things?” ” Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” *Then the Jews said, “It has
taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three
days?” 2But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 2 Therefore, when
He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this
to them; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said.
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John 6:30-35

**Therefore they said to Him, “What sign will You perform then, that we may
see it and believe You? What work will You do? *'Our fathers ate the manna
in the desert; as it is written, ‘'HE GAVE THEM BREAD FROM HEAVEN TO
EAT.™ *Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did
not give you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread
from heaven. *For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven
and gives life to the world.” **Then they said to Him, “Lord, give us this
bread always.” *And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who
comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.

There are some common elements in all of these incidents, where
people came seeking a sign.

(I) They came testing Him or with the intent of disputing
(arguing) with Him. He called them evil and adulterous’
because of the heart with which they came.

(2) They came refusing to accept what they had already
seen and heard about Him. He had already performed
numerous healings and miracles across the land, but
they refused to acknowledge these. They refused to
accept what He had already done and demanded
something else.

(3) In all cases, Jesus pointed to Himself, His death and
resurrection as the ultimate (final) sign that would be
given to such people.

So we understand that when people came seeking for a sign in
order to test, argue and challenge Him, that the Lord refused to do
anything for them and simply pointed to His death and resurrection
as the only sign they would have.

However, in the rest of the Gospels, we know that multitudes
came seeking for His power to touch their lives—in healings,
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miracles and deliverances. These people came with faith and
expectation to personally experience His power at work for them.
To such people, the Lord Jesus responded with great compassion
and did great signs and wonders to meet their needs. He did not
rebuke or refuse them.

There is one recorded incident of the nobleman from
Capernaum who came asking the Lord Jesus to come and heal his
son who was nearing death. We have this recorded in John 4:46-
54, which is quoted below. To this nobleman, the Lord commented,
“Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will by no means
believe.” This should not be taken as a negative toward signs and
wonders, but as a statement of fact, that sometimes even sincere
people who are at the point of decision, need to experience a
miracle themselves, before they are convinced and commit to faith
in Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus went ahead and released a miracle
to this man and challenged him to believe. John states that “the
man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he went his
way."Once he experienced the miracle, he and his entire household
believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, which is the desired outcome.

John 4:46-54

¢ So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water
wine. And there was a certain nobleman whose son was sick at Capernaum.
47 When he heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to
Him and implored Him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the
point of death. “* Then Jesus said to him, “Unless you people see signs and
wonders, you will by no means believe.” # The nobleman said to Him, “Sir,
come down before my child dies!” *° Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your
son lives.” So the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he
went his way. ' And as he was now going down, his servants met him and
told him, saying, “Your son lives!”** Then he inquired of them the hour when
he got better. And they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever
left him.” 33 So the father knew that it was at the same hour in which Jesus
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said to him, “Your son lives.” And he himself believed, and his whole
household. ** This again is the second sign Jesus did when He had come out
of Judea into Galilee.

What About False Prophets in Sheep’s Clothing?

Matthew 7:15-27

 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravenous wolves. '® You will know them by their fruits. Do
men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 7 Even so, every
good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. '* A good tree
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. ” Every tree that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 2° Therefore
by their fruits you will know them. *' “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord,
Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My
Father in heaven. 2 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many
wonders in Your name?’ 2 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ * “Therefore whoever hears
these sayings of Mine, and does them, | will liken him to a wise man who
built his house on the rock: > and the rain descended, the floods came, and
the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded
on the rock. 2 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not
do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: ” and
the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”

2 Corinthians 11:12-15

2 But what I do, 1 will also continue to do, that | may cut off the opportunity
from those who desire an opportunity to be regarded just as we are in the
things of which they boast. * For such are false apostles, deceitful workers,
transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. * And no wonder! For Satan
himself transforms himself into an angel of light. " Therefore it is no great
thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness,
whose end will be according to their works.

The Lord Jesus did warn us about false prophets who come in
sheep’s clothing. The apostle Paul also warned about ministers of
satan pretending to be apostles of Christ. The Lord Jesus did
indicate that in the last days “many false prophets will rise up and
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deceive many” (Matthew 24:11). Some of these false prophets will
come in the name of Jesus as though being sent by Him and will
also do many signs and wonders in His name. They will prophesy,
cast out devils and do other miraculous things in His name. As we
have stated earlier, just because there is the false, we do not do
away with the genuine. The counterfeit does not cause us to do
away with the true. Instead, we hold on firmly to what is true and
also train ourselves to identify what is false. So we do not do away
with the genuine ministry of healing and deliverance, signs and
wonders, just because there will be false apostles and false prophets
doing similar things.

Jesus taught us how to recognize who is genuine and who is not.

e First, He said by their fruits you will know them. In order
to determine whether someone is genuine, we look at
the fruits or results of what they are doing. What is the
outcome of their life and ministry? Is the Lord Jesus
glorified? Are people moved closer to the Lord Jesus?
Are lives transformed and brought into Christlikeness?
Are people moved to obey God in their lives?

e  Second, what do they practice? Do they do the will of
the Father or do they practice lawlessness? Do they
themselves do the things Jesus has taught or are they
mere preachers in His name?

In this book, our focus is to equip people in ministering healing
and deliverance. We do emphasize walking with the Father in
intimacy and obedience to Him (chapter 3). Seeking to glorify the
Lord and being obedient to His will for our lives is of primary
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importance, as we equip ourselves to minister healing and
deliverance.

Isn’t Entering into Eternal Life More Important than
Being Healed or Delivered?

Absolutely! We do not in any way dispute the importance of the
eternal salvation of a person, which is definitely more important
than any physical or emotional need that has to be met here on
earth. The Lord Jesus Himself stated in Mark 8:36,37 “For what
will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own
soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” Although
speaking metaphorically with regards to getting rid of sin, the Lord
Jesus did state in Matthew 5:29,30 “If your right eye causes you to
sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for
_you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to
be cast into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off
and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of
_your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into
hell."Hence we understand and emphasize the utmost importance
of a person being born again to enter into the Kingdom of God.
Also, we understand that our physical bodies do undergo a process
of “wear and tear.” The apostle Paul did state in 2 Corinthians
4:16: “Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward
man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day."

However, the reason we are here on the earth is to see souls
saved, brought out of darkness and establish God's rule and
dominion in the hearts and lives of people. In order to do this, we
must minister by the power of God. The ministry of healing and
deliverance therefore is important in this context. We have
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presented at least eight significant reasons why we need to be
equipped to minister in the supernatural power of God to see
miracles, healing and deliverance.

Isn’t Doing Good Works More Important than Doing
Miraculous Works?

For a believer, doing good works (social and charitable deeds)
and doing miraculous works are both equally important. We should
not neglect one and focus on the other. Both flow out of God's love
working in our hearts. God's compassion motivates us to do good
works and the same compassion of God moves us to minister
healing and deliverance, and work signs and wonders.

Good works is part of the Christian life. The Lord Jesus taught
us saying, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
_your good works and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).
He taught us that when we feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty,
be hospitable to strangers, clothe the naked, visit the sick and
those in prison, when we do it to the least of these My brethren, we
do it to Jesus (Matthew 25:35,36,40). We do recognize that even
the unsaved or unbelieving do many good works. Some may do
this motivated out of goodwill, or religious beliefs, or as a way of
atoning for their wrongs, or in order to give back to society, or out
of a sense of social responsibility. As believers, we are motivated
to bless lives out of God's love for them and for them to glorify the
Father in heaven. We do not do good works to gain anything for
ourselves.

We know that walking in love is important. In anything and
everything we do, we should walk in love. Jesus taught us, "By this
all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
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another” (John 13:35). Whether we do good works or miraculous
works, we must do this out of love and faith in our hearts (James
2:14-18). Faith works through love (Galatians 5:6). Where there is
no love, there can be no strong faith.

In this book, our objective is to equip believers in doing
miraculous works, ministering healing and deliverance.

The Ministry of Apologetics

The ministry of apologetics stems from the word “apologia” in the
New Testament. We greatly appreciate some of Christianity’s most
brilliant minds and outstanding orators, who engage in Christian
apologetics today. What we must understand that New Testament
apologia is not restricted or limited to ‘strong arguments and
reasons’ but must be accompanied with the demonstrations of the
power of God. It is not sufficient for us to defend what we believe
by presenting reasons for regarding it as true, but to demonstrate
the power of God as validation to what we believe.

Peter’s Apologia

| Peter 3:15

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense
(apologia) to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with
meekness and fear;

A foundational Scripture to contemporary apologetics is from
the first epistle of Peter. Peter admonishes us, in the midst of
accusations and persecutions to be able to give a defense when
asked for a reason of the hope we have. To give a defense, in the
Greek is the word “apologia.”
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What would Peter's apologia really have looked like? What did
Peter really have in mind, when by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
he instructed us in this?

Acts 4:13,14

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that
they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized
that they had been with Jesus. " And seeing the man who had been healed
standing with them, they could say nothing against it.

Peter, who wrote | Peter 3:1S, was essentially an uneducated
and untrained man. He even admitted that the writings of Paul were
at times difficult for him to grasp intellectually (2 Peter 3:15,16). It
is likely that Peter did not envision a highly intellectual, deeply
logical, thoroughly researched, scientific defense of the faith in
giving his admonition in | Peter 3:15. Given Peter's background
and ministerial experience, we would strongly be inclined to think
that the defense one was being encouraged to give was
predominantly the miraculous and supernatural stories that formed
the reason for the hope we had.

Paul’s Apologia
Acts 22:1
“Brethren and fathers, hear my defense (apologia) before you now.”

Acts 26:24
Now as he thus made his defense (apologeomai), Festus said with a loud
voice, “Paul, you are beside yourselfl Much learning is driving you mad!”

Paul the apostle stood before rulers, kings, and intellectuals
of his day making a defense of his faith in Christ. As can be seen
repeatedly, his defense always included his personal supernatural
encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ. His defense was a narration
of a light shining from heaven and a loud voice calling him out by
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name, temporary blindness, total conversion and receiving of a
heavenly mandate. His apologia did not leave his audience
impressed exclusively with his intellectual brilliance or oratorical
prowess, rather because it included the supernatural; it resulted in
Paul being dubbed as a mad man. This then is true New Testament
apologia.

Paul Reasoned and Demonstrated

Apart from ardently desiring to pattern ourselves after the Lord
Jesus in life and ministry, which we are all called to do; Paul the
apostle is to many of us, a model of what a true New Testament
minister would look like. As ministers of the Gospel, we would be
absolutely safe to glean lessons from Paul’s life and ministry and
attempt to follow them (I Corinthians I1:1).

If we trace Paul’s ministry approach through some of the key
events and locations in the book of Acts, and relate that with his
subsequent memoirs in his Epistles concerning ministry
methodology, we will find an interesting pattern emerge.

At Paphos

Acts 13:6-12

SNow when they had gone through the island to Paphos, they found a certain
sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar-]esus, ‘who was with
the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. This man called for Barnabas
and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. ®But Elymas the sorcerer (for
so his name is translated) withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul
away from the faith. °Then Saul, who also is called Paul, filled with the Holy
Spirit, looked intently at him '%and said, “O full of all deceit and all fraud,
you son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease
perverting the straight ways of the Lord? "And now, indeed, the hand of the
Lord is upon you, and you shall be blind, not seeing the sun for a time.” And
immediately a dark mist fell on him, and he went around seeking someone to
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lead him by the hand. *Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had
been done, being astonished at the teaching of the Lord.

Among Paul’s earliest stops with his small apostolic team on
his first missionary journey, was an island called Paphos. We have
here a “power encounter” with Elymas, a Jewish man who practiced
witchcraft. Elymas seemed to have quite a strong influence on the
Roman governor of the island, Sergius Paulus. It is interesting to
note that while Sergius was an intelligent man, he seemed to be
very spiritual, which probably was a reason why Elymas had such
influence on him. Perhaps, a wrong generalization we make about
intellectual people is that they are not interested in spiritual things
and hence we need to approach them at a purely intellectual level.
This is definitely not true. Every individual, no matter how hard an
intellectual he/she may appear on the surface, has a deep inner
core that resonates with true spirituality. Eternity is in their hearts
and a demonstration of the supernatural power of God touches
this inner core. Deep calls unto deep, the Spirit of God calls unto
the spirit in man through manifestations of the Spirit (I Corinthians
12:7).

Paul demonstrated the power of God before Sergius Paulus,
overthrowing the pseudo-power of witchcraft and sorcery that
Elymas claimed. Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man, was deeply
touched both by what he saw and heard, the power that Paul
demonstrated, and the teaching of the Lord. He embraced Jesus
Christ as Lord.

At Thessalonica

Acts 17:1-4
'Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came
to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. “Then Paul, as his
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custom was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them
from the Scriptures, *explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to
suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach
to you is the Christ.” “And some of them were persuaded; and a great
multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of the leading women, joined
Paul and Silas.

At Thessalonica, Luke records that Paul reasoned with the
people using the Scriptures as his basis to explain and show that
Jesus is the Christ. He took a similar approach at Berea, the next
stop after Thessalonica, where the Bereans thoroughly researched
the Scriptures with Paul to validate what Paul was reasoning with
them. The results of Paul’s very rational approach here is seen in
the fact that many “women from the aristocracy” (Acts 17:4) and
prominent men and women of influence in the community (Acts
17:12) became believers.

Acts 17:10-12

"Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea.
When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. "These were
more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word
with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether
these things were so. “Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few
of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men.

From Berea, Paul came to Athens and here he once again reasoned
with the people as He proclaimed Christ to them.

Acts 17:16,17

'“Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within
him when he saw that the city was given over to idols. "Therefore he reasoned
in the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentile worshipers, and in the
marketplace daily with those who happened to be there.

So we see that Paul reasoned with people intellectually, as he
proclaimed the Gospel. Yet, this is perhaps just half the picture.
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Later on, when Paul writes to the Thessalonians, he mentions about
bringing the Gospel, not in “word only” but also in the power of the
Holy Spirit with much conviction.

| Thessalonians 1:5

For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in
the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we
were among you for your sake.

At Corinth

Acts 18:4
And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both Jews
and Greeks.

| Corinthians 2:1-5

'And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of
speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. ?For I determined
not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. *l
was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. “And my speech
and my preaching were not with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, Sthat your faith should not be in
the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

While Luke records in Acts that they “reasoned” in the
synagogue at Corinth, Paul writing in his epistle later reminds the
Corinthians that he came not depending on his excellent speech or
wisdom, but with the demonstration of the Spirit and of power.
Once again, it is clear that although Paul did reason with the people
with mush wisdom, He also demonstrated the power of God.

At Ephesus

Acts 18:19
And he came to Ephesus, and left them there; but he himself entered the
synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.
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Acts 19:8-12

And he went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months, reasoning
and persuading concerning the things of the kingdom of God. *But when
some were hardened and did not believe, but spoke evil of the Way before
the multitude, he departed from them and withdrew the disciples, reasoning
daily in the school of Tyrannus. '’And this continued for two years, so that all
who dwelt in Asia heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks.
"Now God worked unusual miracles by the hands of Paul, "’so that even
handkerchiefs or aprons were brought from his body to the sick, and the
diseases left them and the evil spirits went out of them.

At Ephesus, Paul once again
began by reasoning and persuading
the Jews in the synagogue. He

Paul the apostle
combined sound reason
and supernatural
demonstrations of the
power of God as he

ministered. We must do
see that there were unusual the same today.

miracles being performed by the \_ J
power of God. Healings and

continued this approach from the
school of Tyrannus. As he
proclaimed the message, we also

deliverances accompanied the reasoning and persuading, the
preaching and teaching of the Word.

In fact, as recorded a little later in Acts 19, when the incident
of the seven sons of Sceva, the Jewish Chief Priest took place,
people immediately became very aware of the power of Jesus Christ.
Consequently, there was a mass turning away from witchcraft and
magic to the Lord Jesus Christ. This happened because supernatural
power had been demonstrated.

Acts 19:17-20

"This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and
fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. '*And
many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds. "Also,
many of those who had practiced magic brought their books together and
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burned them in the sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, and
it totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver. °So the word of the Lord grew
mightily and prevailed.

Words of Truth and Reason

Acts 24:24,25

>*And after some days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was
Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. “Now
as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come,
Felix was afraid and answered, “Go away for now; when I have a convenient
time I will call for you.”

Acts 26:24,25

*Now as he thus made his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, you
are beside yourselfl Much learning is driving you mad!” »But he said, “I am
not mad, most noble Festus, but speak the words of truth and reason.

As Paul stood before leaders in his time, he reasoned with
them and made a defense of what he experienced and believed.
He spoke freely about the supernatural—his personal encounter
with Jesus Christ and about the resurrection of Christ from the dead.

Fully Proclaiming the Gospel of Christ

Romans 15:18,19

'® For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not
accomplished through me, in word and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient—
in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that
from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel
of Christ.

The apostle Paul summarizes his ministry to the Gentiles in
the two verses above. He ministered in word and deed. Paul, the
apostle, combined sound reason and supernatural demonstrations
of the power of God, as he ministered, whether to the highly
intellectual or to everyday people. We must do the same today.
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2

Gob’s WoRD ON HEALING

The Source of Sickness, Disease and Ailments

God created a world that was perfect. However, man disobeyed
God and consequently, sickness and disease, demonic oppression
of all kinds, came in after the Fall when satan and his demonic
hosts gained access to this earth and had the human race in
subjection to them. The effect of the Fall, which is sin and death
affects every human person (Romans 5:12).

We face sickness, disease and ailments, because of any one
or a combination of the following reasons:

#1, Man’s Disobedience—A Natural Process of Decay and
Corruption Set in Since the Fall

Because of the Fall, all of creation was subject to a process of
decay and corruption. Due to this process of corruption and decay,
we have many other conditions such as birth deformities and
defects, and so on. Our human body normally undergoes a process
of wearing away (2 Corinthians 4:16). These are not God's design
or God's original intent, but as a result of the sin, decay and
corruption that prevails over all of creation. A time will come when
creation itself will be delivered from the corruption it is being
subject to at present. There will be new heavens and a new earth.

Romans 8:19-23

" For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing
of the sons of God. *° For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly,
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but because of Him who subjected it in hope; * because the creation itself
also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious
liberty of the children of God. ?2 For we know that the whole creation groans
and labors with birth pangs together until now. > Not only that, but we also
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves,
eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.

#2, Satan’s Activity and Direct Involvement of Demonic spirits

The Bible is very clear that demonic spirits can cause all kinds of
physical ailments, deformities and diseases. For instance, Acts
10:38 lets us know that Jesus healed “all who were oppressed by
the devil,” teaching us that sickness, in some cases, occurs as an
oppression of the devil, that is, it is a demonic work.

Acts 10:38

How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power,
who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the
devil, for God was with Him.

While we know that not all sicknesses are due to demonic spirits,
typically, the following would be recognized as due to demonic
work:

incurable diseases
e  birth defect/deformities

e unexplainable diseases (symptoms are there, but the
cause cannot be identified)

e  symptoms that get worse after prayer and ministry

e symptoms that seem to ‘move’ around to different regions
of the body during prayer and ministry

In a later chapter, we will see specific examples of sicknesses and
diseases that are caused by demonic spirits.

55



MINISTERING HEALING AND DELIVERANCE

#3, Natural Causes

A person’s physical problems could be because of other natural
causes such as neglect, lack of proper care of the body or mind,
improper diet, use of substances such as alcohol, drugs, smoking,
or due to accidents.

As mentioned, at times there can be a combination of any of
these three causes.

The good news is that the Lord Jesus Christ came to be the
complete remedy for the Fall, for sin. He came to redeem us from
demonic oppression and He by His mercy and power reverses
even the effects of natural causes. The Lord Jesus came to be our
Savior, Healer, Deliverer and Redeemer!

Does God Send Sickness?

Having understood the source of sickness and disease, in response
to the question “Does God send sickness?” the answer is an
emphatic “No!” God is not the

author of sickness and disease. God is not the author

of sickness and disease.
This is not His intent
or design for people.

God did not create sickness or
introduce it into this world.
Sickness came into this world as a
consequence of sin and satan gaining entrance into a world that
was originally perfect. Hence it is wrong for us to attribute to God
what is the result of sin and the work of the devil.

Understanding Difficult Passages

God's will, God’s Word and God'’s deeds will always be consistent
with His nature. His nature, as we have already seen, is described

in His name “Jehovah Rapha” the Lord our Healer.
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God is light, and there is no darkness in Him (I John I:5, James
I:17). Then what do the Scriptures mean when it states, “He bowed
the heavens also, and came down with darkness under His feet. He
made darkness His secret place; His canopy around Him was dark
waters and thick clouds of the skies” (Psalm 18:9-11). Why would
God engage “darkness” here?

God is truth, and He cannot lie (Titus 1:2). Then what do the
Scriptures mean when “lying spirits”came from God (I Kings 22:22-
23, 2 Chronicles 18:21-22)?

God is peace and He is not the author of confusion (I
Corinthians 14:33). So what do the Scriptures mean when God
says "I will cause confusion,” "I will strike them with confusion,”
“God sent a spirit of ill will,” “the distressing spirit from God came
upon Saul” (Exodus 23:27; Deuteronomy 28:20,28; Zechariah 12:4;
Judges 9:23; | Samuel 18:10, 19:9)?

God is Jehovah Rapha, the Lord our Healer and hence He has
no sickness and neither is He the author of any sickness. Then,
what do the Scriptures mean when God says, “Who has made man'’s
mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deal, the seeing, or the blind?
Have not I, the LORD?" (Exodus 4:11) or “I will put these diseases
on...” (Exodus 15:26) or when Scriptures record that God struck
all the firstborn so that they died (Exodus 12:29), struck people
with tumors (I Samuel 5:6), God struck people who died (Nabal-I
Samuel 25:38, Uzzah-2 Samuel 6:7, etc.), or had leprosy come on
Gehazi (2 Kings 5:27)?

How do we understand such incidents in the New Testament
as Zechariah being struck dumb for a season because of unbelief
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(Luke 1:20); Ananias and Saphira being struck dead in church for
lying to the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:5,10); Saul being blinded for three
days for violence against Christians (Acts 9:8,9); Herod struck with
worms by an angel of the Lord for not giving glory to God (Acts
12:21-24), and other similar passages.

There are several important facts to be considered:

#1, God's best is revealed to us in Jesus.

Who God is, is perfectly revealed to us in the Person of Jesus
Christ. He is the Word embodied, the Word who became flesh. As
pastor Bill Johnson of Bethel Church, Redding (CA, USA) often
says “Jesus Christ is perfect theology.” Our understanding about
God has to be perfectly aligned
to who Jesus is, what He said and | Who God is, is perfectly
what He did— since this is revealed to us in the
Person of Jesus Christ.
Jesus healed all who
came to Him in faith.

perfection. Even the difficult
passages in the rest of Scripture
have to be interpreted in the light
of the Person of Jesus Christ. What is obscure has to be interpreted
in the light of what is very obvious, that is seen so clearly in the
Person of Christ. One thing is absolutely clear, that during His
earthly ministry, Jesus healed all who came to Him in faith. For all
who came to Him in faith, He healed every one of them from every
kind of sickness and disease, and delivered people from all
demonic works. This is the perfect standard.

#2, God has for a time, permitted the consequences of sin
and the works of satan to continue on the earth.

The earth was handed to man (Psalm 115:16) and man handed it
over to the devil (Luke 4:6,7). The devil has been permitted this
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time to carry out his wicked works. This is one of the consequences
of the Fall. As we have emphasized earlier, we should not attribute
to God, what the devil is doing.

The landlord and the tenant

Consider the simple example of a tenant renting a property from a
landlord. The landlord signs a lease with the tenant giving him
permission to occupy his property for a period of time, and on
certain terms of what can/cannot be done on the property. Once
the tenant moves in, what happens in the property is determined
not by the landlord but by the tenant. If the property is in a mess,
things unkempt and left unsecure, this is not the landlord's doing.
If the tenant does not lock the property and keep it safe, and thieves
break in and destroy the place, this is not the landlord's doing.
Under normal circumstances, the landlord would not come onto
the property during the lease period. If there is a genuine need,
based on the contract signed, the tenant can welcome the landlord
onto the property to help resolve problems. In a similar manner,
the earth has been handed to man and we are responsible for much
of what is happening here.

#3, Many suffer simply as a result of their own sinful or careless
actions.

We should not attribute to God, the results of our own doing.

#4, In the exercise of divine judgment

God either (A) withdraws His protection over an individual or a
people or (B) engages the elements of this world e.g., deafness,
dumbness, blindness, sickness, death, nature, to get people’s
attention.
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Summary

Demonic Works and Man's Actions

God cannot give or bless people with something He does not have.
Since we know that there is no disease and demonic powers in
heaven, when sickness or evils spirits are stated as coming from
God or being sent by God, we must understand these in the light of
#2 and #3 above. God has permitted these here on the earth for a
period of time. However, Jesus Christ came to be the complete
remedy for the Fall and for sin, and this becomes the basis for us
as believers to overcome what the devil may normally do to people
on earth.

Divine Judgments

When there is outright sin and no repentance even after repeated
warnings, God removes His hand of protection that would have
normally preserved people. In such cases, God permits or engages
natural elements to get people’s attention. Moses causing the
plagues in Egypt, Saul being blind for a few days, Herod struck
with worms, Elymas being blinded for a season in Acts I3. are
some examples. However, repentance brings people out from a
place of judgment and into God's mercy. Mercy always triumphs
over judgment (James 2:13).

Times of Great Glory

Further, what we see is that in times/seasons when God’s glory being

manifested is great, there is lower tolerance for sin (including

unbelief). In times of great visitation, there is greater glory, greater

grace, but lower tolerance for sin. Ananias and Saphira were in the

Jerusalem church where the glory of God was great, and there was

low tolerance for their sin of lying to the Holy Spirit. Zechariah
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encountered God's angel Gabriel, but was unbelieving, and was
struck dumb for a season “because you did not believe my words”
(Luke 1:20).

In conclusion, God is not the author of sickness and disease.
This is not His intent or design for people. God's will, God's Word
and God's deeds will always be consistent with His nature.

We now examine the basis for receiving and ministering healing
and deliverance.

Basis for Ministering Healing and Deliverance: God's
Nature

The reason we can confidently pray and expect healing and
deliverance is because of who God is. He is the Lord our Healer.
He is the Lord our Deliverer. He declared who He is, in giving us
His covenant-name “Jehovah Rapha” the Lord our Healer (Exodus
15:26). He is the Lord who forgives all our sins and heals all our
diseases (Psalm 103:3). Scriptures in reference to this truth have
already been discussed in Chapter I, and hence are not being
repeated here.

What God wills, says and does will always be consistent with
who He is. His will, His words and His actions will always be
consistent with His nature. God would not identify Himself as Healer
and then become a “sickness-giver.”

Our view of sickness, disease and demonic oppression must
come from this understanding that God is Healer and Deliverer.
Because we know God as Healer, we can then proceed to ask Him
to heal and deliver. In the face of every sickness and disease, we
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know His will. It is His will to remove sickness and disease. It is
His will for people to be delivered from demonic oppression and
bondage.

Our view of sickness,
disease and demonic
oppression must come
has given us to administer healing, | from this understanding
we are only “asking” God to do | that God is Healer and

what He has already promised to L Deliverer.

do.

When we desire for a sick one
to be healed, and use what God

J

Basis for Ministering Healing and Deliverance: The
Cross

The Cross is God's remedy for the Fall. Everything that was lost in
the garden of Eden through the Fall is recovered through the work
Christ accomplished on the Cross. On the Cross, Jesus not only
bore our sins making it possible for us to be forgiven. He also
took all our sicknesses and diseases to provide healing for our
bodies, wholeness for our inner man (soul) and deliverance from
demonic powers. Healing, wholeness and deliverance have been
provided through the Cross.

About 760 years before Christ, the prophet Isaiah prophesied
in detail on what Christ would accomplish on the Cross. Starting
with Isaiah 52:13 onward through the entire 53rd chapter, Isaiah
reveals the purpose of the Cross.

Isaiah 53:4,5

* Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed
Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. * But He was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our
peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.
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“Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows...." The
Hebrew words provide further insight. The Hebrew for “griefs” is
“choliy" meaning “sickness, disease, malady.” The Hebrew for
“sorrows” is “makob” meaning “pain, sorrow, grief.” By His wounds
we are “healed,” the Hebrew for “healed” is “rapha,” the same word
God used in His covenant name as the Lord our Healer.

Isaiah also states that “the chastisement for our peace was
upon Him.” The word “peace” is the Hebrew “shalom,” meaning
total well-being, including physical, mental and emotional
wholeness. The Message Bible renders this: “He took the
punishment, and that made us whole.”

It is important for us to know and understand that physical
and emotional healing, and wholeness was provided for us through
the work Jesus did on the Cross. Healing is in the atonement.

The Gospel writer Matthew, writing by the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit renders Isaiah 53:4 in Matthew 8:17 as:

Matthew 8:17
That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying:
“HE HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES AND BORE OUR SICKNESSES.”

On the Cross the Lord Jesus took our sicknesses and diseases. Just
as He bore our sins so that we could be forgiven, He bore our
sicknesses so that we could be healed.

| Peter 2:24
Who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died
to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.

On the Cross Jesus triumphed over all the powers of darkness
providing the basis for us to refuse any demonic work in our lives.
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Colossians 2:14,15

" having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us,
which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed
it to the cross. * Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a
public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.

Hebrews 2:14

Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself
likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who
had the power of death, that is, the devil,

Isaiah 53:12
Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the
spoil with the strong ...

Isaiah prophesied in Isaiah 53:12 that He will divide the spoil
with the strong. Christ distributes His victory to us. He shares His
victory with us. His triumph on the Cross is our triumph. We walk
in His victory. We walk in His triumph. The Cross becomes the
basis for us to refuse, undo and destroy every demonic work that
comes against us personally or when we are ministering to others.
We minister from this place of

. N
victory. We operate out of and

on the basis of Christ’s
finished work on the
Cross to both receive

and minister healing
and wholeness. We operate out of and deliverance!

and on the basis of His finished

The work is done! We now
stand on the finished work of the
Cross for our healing, deliverance

work on the Cross to both receive and minister healing and
deliverance!

As believers, our entire being—spirit, soul and body—is
redeemed and belongs to God.
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| Corinthians 6:19,20

” Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is
in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 2° For you were
bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit,
which are God’s.

We know that the full redemption of our body will happen at
the resurrection. Presently, as we live on the earth, we refuse to
permit the devil access to our bodies. We have been bought with a
price. We belong to God. Satan has no more claim over our lives.
We have been delivered from the powers of darkness and have
been translated into the Kingdom of God's own dear Son. God is
to be glorified in our total person—spirit, soul and body. Just as
we refuse sin, even so we refuse sickness and other demonic work
in our total person.

The Blood of Jesus

The blood of Jesus shed on the Cross is our redemption from all
the powers of darkness. The blood poured out on the Cross
announces our deliverance.

Colossians I:13,14

B He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the
kingdom of the Son of His love, "* in whom we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins.

Hebrews 9:12
Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered
the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.

The blood is powerful, because it was this blood of the sinless
Lamb of God that was presented in Heaven, obtaining eternal
redemption for us. This blood seals our covenant with God. This
blood now gives us access into the very presence of God.
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Our declaration of the completed work of Christ on the Cross and
proclamation of what the blood of Jesus had done for us is a powerful
weapon against the enemy. It renders the enemy powerless. We
overcome the devil as we testify to what the blood of Jesus has
done for us.

Revelation 12:11
And they overcame him (the devil) by the blood of the Lamb and by the word
of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.

The Blood Covenant

God makes all of Himself available to people who are in covenant
with Him. A covenant is a solemn promise, a binding oath or
agreement that two parties enter into. Typically today, covenants
are established by signing off on a contract or a legal document.
God establishes His covenant by blood. Blood represents life
(Leviticus 17:11). God's covenant is life for life. In His covenant,
God makes all of Himself available to us. In return, He asks for all
of ourselves. We yield all of our being to Him because we are in
covenant with Him. All who God is, all He revealed Himself to be
through His covenant names is made available to us who are in
covenant with Him.

Healing and health is part of God's covenant, because He is
Jehovah Rapha. Those who are in covenant with Him have access
to healing, health and wholeness that comes from Him.

The Abrahamic Covenant and a Daughter of Abraham

God established a blood covenant with Abraham (Genesis 15:9-

21). In that covenant, God did not explicitly state that healing and

deliverance would be provided for. But the fact is that implicit in

every covenant God makes, He is making all who He is, available
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to those in covenant with Him. He ratifies (establishes, guarantees)
the covenant with Himself (Hebrews 6:13-18). God promised that
He would establish this covenant with Abraham’s descendants after
Him (Genesis 17:7).

Centuries later, when the Lord Jesus was ministering, here is what
happened:

Luke 13:10-17

' Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. " And
behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and
was bent over and could in no way raise herself up. ? But when Jesus saw
her, He called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed from
your infirmity.” ® And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was
made straight, and glorified God. * But the ruler of the synagogue answered
with indignation, because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath; and he said to
the crowd, “There are six days on which men ought to work; therefore come
and be healed on them, and not on the Sabbath day.” * The Lord then
answered him and said, “Hypocrite! Does not each one of you on the Sabbath
loose his ox or donkey from the stall, and lead it away to water it? ' So
ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound—
think of it—for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath?”
7 And when He said these things, all His adversaries were put to shame; and
all the multitude rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by Him.

In the synagogue was a woman who had a bent over back and
she had been this way for 18 years. This was caused by a demonic
spirit of infirmity. The Lord Jesus set her free from her infirmity and
she was healed instantaneously. When some people objected to
what the Lord Jesus had done, because it was the Sabbath day, the
Lord pointed out that this woman was “a daughter of Abraham”
whom satan had violated. The Lord Jesus was pointing to the fact
that as a descendant of Abraham, she was in a covenant with God.
Part of that covenant was her right to be whole. Satan had violated
that covenant, by binding her up with a spirit of infirmity that caused
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her back to be bent over. The Lord Jesus came to administer to her
what was rightfully her's through hers covenant with God.

What we must understand is that through the shed blood of
Jesus, we are in a New Covenant with Almighty God. Healing,
deliverance, wholeness and health /~

. Healing, deliverance,
are part of this covenant, because 5

wholeness and health is

part of our covenant
available to us through the | \vith God. because all
covenant. The devil will try and who God is has been

all who God is has been made

violate this covenant, but we must made available to us
stand our ground. The Lord Jesus | through the covenant.
is both the Author and Mediator - /

(Enforcer) of this New Covenant. He is alive and is more than ready
to enforce His covenant in our lives.

Blessings of the Old Covenant and a Far Better New Covenant

Continuing our look at the blood covenants in the Bible, the Old
Covenant, referring to the Mosaic covenant (that is the covenant
God made with His people through Moses) also had blessings of
health and wholeness. Deuteronomy 28:1-14 spells out the blessings.
The remainder of Deuteronomy 28:15-68 details curses for violating
the covenant. We find that the blessings cover every area of life
including the body. Sickness and disease is listed under curses. In
fact, several details are spelled out: disease, consumption and
fever and rash and seizures and dehydration and blight and jaundice,
boils of Egypt, hemorrhoids, scabs, and an incurable itch, crazy
and blind and senile, painful boils on your knees and legs, every
disease and catastrophe imaginable (list taken from the MESSAGE
BIBLE).
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The point is, even under the Old Covenant, healing, health and
wholeness was part of the blessings that came upon those who
walked in obedience and in alignment to the covenant God had
with them. Sickness and disease was not part of God's intent for
them and hence listed under curses.

As New Testament believers, the Bible teaches us that the
Lord Jesus established a better covenant, through His blood. How
much more then should we enjoy the blessings of health and
wholeness as part of this covenant.

Hebrews 7:22
By so much more Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant.

Hebrews 8:6
But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also
Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.

Hebrews 12:24
To Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling
that speaks better things than that of Abel.

Healing Is the “Children’s Bread”

Those who were in covenant with God were referred to as sons or
children of the covenant.

Act3:25

You are sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our
fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘AND IN YOUR SEED ALL THE FAMILIES OF
THE EARTH SHALL BE BLESSED.’

We see another very important truth about the blessings of
covenant children in Jesus’ conversation with the Canaanite woman
in Matthew I5.
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Matthew 15:21-28

' Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and
Sidon. 2 And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried
out to Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter
is severely demon-possessed.” > But He answered her not a word. And His
disciples came and urged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she cries out
after us.” * But He answered and said, “I was not sent except to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” * Then she came and worshiped Him, saying,
“Lord, help me!” 26 But He answered and said, “It is not good to take the
children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.” >’ And she said, “Yes, Lord,
yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.”
28 Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it
be to you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour.

The “house of Israel,” the people in covenant with God are
referred to as “the children.” In this passage the Lord Jesus refers
to healing and deliverance as “the children’s bread.” Healing and
deliverance is God's provision for all who are in covenant with
Him. This is something all can partake of. It is ours for the asking
any time! What is interesting is that the Canaanite woman, though
an outsider to the covenant, also received the blessing of healing
and deliverance, by asking for just one crumb! The key is she asked
in faith. How much more can we, who are in covenant with God,
enjoy God's abundant provision of healing and deliverance, when
we ask in simple child like faith? Healing is the children’s bread!
Let us receive and enjoy it. Let us share it with others, even those
outside the covenant, so that they too will come in and be part of
the New Covenant that is open to everyone who will believe!

Basis for Ministering Healing and Deliverance: The
Word

An important truth we need to embrace with all our hearts is the
power of God's Word. God works through His Word. God creates
through His Word. God carries out His work through His Word.
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Psalm 33:6,9

¢ By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, And all the host of them
by the breath of His mouth. ? For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded,
and it stood fast.

Hebrews 11:3
By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so
that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.

The power of God is resident in His Word. As Hebrews 4:12 states:
“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit,
and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.” God's healing and delivering power is
administered through His Word.

God's Word carries God's healing power. When God wanted
to deliver and heal His people, He sent His Word. He spoke His
Word of promise. He gave them His covenant Word. The Word
brought about their healing and deliverance.

Psalm 107:20
He sent His word and healed them, and delivered them from their
destructions.

The Word is healing or medicine to our entire bodies.

Proverbs 4:20-22

20 My son, give attention to my words; Incline your ear to my sayings. Do
not let them depart from your eyes; Keep them in the midst of your heart;
22 For they are life to those who find them, And health to all their flesh.

The word “health” in Proverbs 4:22 is the Hebrew “marpe” which
means “healing, cure, medicine, deliverance, remedy.” God's Word
affects our entire body, bringing it healing and wholeness.
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For our own lives personally, we

(" The power of God is
must learn to receive God's healing

resident in His Word.
power through His Word. As we God's Word carries

receive His Word in faith, the Word God's healing power.
works in our lives. The apostle Paul | The Word is healing to
commended the Thessalonians for our entire bodies.
their receptivity to the Word that ~

was preached to them. He wrote in | Thessalonians 2:13, “For this

reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you
received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed
it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God,
which also effectively works in you who believe.” When we receive
God's Word it works effectively in us who believe. The Word must
be mixed with faith in our hearts for it to produce (Hebrews 4:2).
Through reading, meditation and the practice of what God instructs
us in Proverbs 4:20-22, we receive healing and wholeness for our
bodies through the Word of God.

Similarly, when ministering healing and deliverance to others,
we need to minister the Word that will build faith in their hearts to
receive healing and deliverance. Faith comes through hearing the
Word preached (Romans 10:17). We must preach the Word of faith.
Paul, when ministering at Lystra, preached in such a manner, that a
crippled man listening to him, had faith rise up in his heart. Paul
recognized this and commanded him to rise. Inmediately, he leaped
and walked.

Acts 14:8-10

8 And in Lystra a certain man without strength in his feet was sitting, a cripple
from his mother’s womb, who had never walked. * This man heard Paul
speaking. Paul, observing him intently and seeing that he had faith to be
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healed, "° said with a loud voice, “Stand up straight on your feet!” And he
leaped and walked.

The Word of God is also the sword of the Spirit, which we
are to use as a weapon against the enemy. Ephesians 6:17 teaches
us, “And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God;" As we speak and declare the Word of
God, what God has said concerning our health, healing,
deliverance, freedom, authority and victory over sickness, disease
and demons, God's power will be released on our behalf.

The Promise of Renewed Strength and Longevity

As stewards of what God has given to us, we must take care of our
physical bodies and health through proper diet, exercise and rest.
We must obey natural laws God has set in place for proper care of
our bodies. In God's Word, we see God's heart revealed. He
promises to renew our strength and vitality. He promises us a long
life. These of course will be dependent on us walking in harmony
with natural laws and walking in faith in what He has provided for
us through His Word.

Genesis 6:3
And the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is
indeed flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.”

Exodus 23:25,26

% "So you shall serve the LORD your God, and He will bless your bread and
your water. And I will take sickness away from the midst of you. ** No one
shall suffer miscarriage or be barren in your land; I will fulfill the number of
your days

Deuteronomy 33:25
Your sandals shall be iron and bronze; As your days, so shall your strength
be.
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Psalm 103:5
Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed
like the eagle’s.

Job 33:25
His flesh shall be young like a child's, He shall return to the days of his
youth.

JobS:26
You shall come to the grave at a full age, As a sheaf of grain ripens in its
season.

Psalm 90:10

The days of our lives are seventy years; And if by reason of strength they are
eighty years, Yet their boast is only labor and sorrow; For it is soon cut off,
and we fly away.

Psalm 91:16
With long life I will satisfy him, And show him My salvation.”

Psalm 92:13,14

% Those who are planted in the house of the LORD Shall flourish in the
courts of our God. " They shall still bear fruit in old age; They shall be fresh
and flourishing,

Psalm 118:17
I shall not die, but live, And declare the works of the LORD.

Ephesians 6:2,3
2 “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment with
promise: * “that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.”

| Peter 3:10
For “He who would love life and see good days, let him refrain his tongue
from evil, and his lips from speaking deceit.

Basis for Ministering Healing and Deliverance: The
Spirit’s Power
As we have discussed earlier, the Lord Jesus ministered healings,

deliverance and miracles by the power of the Holy Spirit. He was
anointed with the power of the Holy Spirit to heal and deliver. We
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refer to this as the “healing anointing"—the healing power and
presence of the Holy Spirit. Even when He was ministering the
Word, the power (the healing anointing) of the Spirit filled the
place to heal and deliver people. The Lord Jesus ministered with
signs, wonders, miracles and gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Luke 4:17-19

7 And He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had
opened the book, He found the place where it was written: '® “THE SPIRIT
OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE HAS ANOINTED ME TO
PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR; HE HAS SENT ME TO HEAL THE
BROKENHEARTED, TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE CAPTIVES AND
RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET AT LIBERTY THOSE WHO
ARE OPPRESSED; ” TO PROCLAIM THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE
LORD.”

Luke 5:17

Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there were
Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by, who had come out of every town
of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was present to
heal them.

Acts 10:38

How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power,
who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the
devil, for God was with Him.

Hebrews 2:3,4

3 How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first
began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who
heard Him, * God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with
various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?

We see in the Gospels that the power of God flowed out of
Jesus and healed people. People touched Jesus or touched His
clothes in faith and they came into contact with the power of God.
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Mark 5:30
And Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself that power had gone out
of Him, turned around in the crowd and said, “Who touched My
clothes?”

Mark 6:56

Wherever He entered, into villages, cities, or the country, they laid the sick
in the marketplaces, and begged Him that they might just touch the hem of
His garment. And as many as touched Him were made well.

Luke 6:19
And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him
and healed them all.

The Lord Jesus confronted and cast out demonic spirits by
the power of the Holy Spirit upon Him.

Matthew 12:28
But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has
come upon you.

The power of the Holy Spirit is far greater than the powers of
darkness. It is the anointing that destroys the yoke of oppression
and removes burdens, setting people free. As stated in Isaiah 10:27,
“It shall come to pass in that day that his burden will be taken away
from your shoulder, and his yoke from your neck, and the yoke will
be destroyed because of the anointing oil.” The presence of God's
Spirit, stops demonic works. Isaiah 59:19 states, “So shall they fear
the name of the LORD from the west, and His glory from the rising
of the sun; when the enemy comes in like a flood, the Spirit of the
LORD will lift up a standard against him.”

We Are Anointed to Minister Just Like Jesus

The Lord Jesus promised that we will do the works He did and

even greater works “because I go to My Father” (John 14:12). One

of the important outcomes of Jesus going to the Father was that He
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sent us the Promise of the Father /~ The same power of the ™
sowe could be clothed with power Holy Spirit that flowed
from above. The same Holy Spirit | out of Jesus now flows
who anointed Jesus, now anoints out of us, so that we

us and works through us as can be His proof
believers today. The same power producing, power

of the Holy Spirit that flowed out demon.f)tratirjg, miracle
of Jesus, now flows out of us, so \_ working witnesses!

that we can be His proof-producing, power-aemonstraung, miracie—
working witnesses! As we minister to the sick, oppressed and
possessed, our dependence is on the Spirit's power to make them
whole. The same gifts of the Spirit that flowed out of Jesus is now
available for every believer to manifest (I Corinthians 12:7-11).

Luke 24:49
Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of
Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high.”

Acts I:8

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the end of the earth.”

Act 2:33

Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from
the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now
see and hear.

| Corinthians 12:7
But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:

At a Personal Level

The Holy Spirit is the giver of life. He is the Spirit of life (Romans
8:2). We must believe, receive and walk in the work of the Spirit
within us as believers. While there are many aspects to the work of
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the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer, we recognize that the Spirit
of God imparts life to our mortal bodies.

Romans 8:11

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through His Spirit who dwells in you.

Our physical bodies are mortal. They are wearing away. The
body is decaying (aging) and slowly progressing toward the grave.
However, because the Spirit of God dwells in us, He gives life to
our mortal bodies. He heals, sustains, energizes and strengthens
our mortal bodies. We need to trust Him for this. While we do our
part in consecrating our bodies for God's purposes and taking
care of it as we should, we also depend on the Holy Spirit to give
life to our mortal bodies, so that we live out the full course of our
lives and complete everything God has assigned for us here on
earth.

Basis for Ministering Healing and Deliverance: The
Name of Jesus

In the Kingdom of God, God works through the power of divine
authorization or delegation. The Lord Jesus came in the Father’s
name. During His earthly ministry, the Lord Jesus authorized and
delegated His disciples to go in His name and minister on His
behalf. The disciples understood the power vested in them through
delegation and went out confidently to heal and deliver people.
They understood the power of using Jesus’ name. In modern terms,
we would call this the power of attorney.

Luke 10:1,17-19
! After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them
two by two before His face into every city and place where He Himself was
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about to go. ” Then the seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the
demons are subject to us in Your name.” '® And He said to them, “I saw
Satan fall like lightning from heaven. ” Behold, I give you the authority to
trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and
nothing shall by any means hurt you.

John 14:13
And whatever you ask in My name, that | will do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son.

The Lord Jesus then promised the power of attorney to all
believers. He said that all believers will use His name to pray, to
heal, to cast out devils and to work miracles.

Mark 16:17,18

7 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast
out demons; they will speak with new tongues; ' they will take up serpents;
and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay
hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

James 5:14,15

*Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. * And the
prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has
committed sins, he will be forgiven.

When we minister to the sick
and oppressed, we minister to
them “in the name of the Lord.” He

When we use the name
of Jesus we are

standing in His place,
told us to heal the sick and cast representing Him and

out devils “in My name.” To do | acting on His behalf.
these “in My name” means to do

so “in My place, to represent Me and act on My behalf.” When we
use the name of Jesus we are standing there in His place,
representing Him and acting on His behalf. We are representing
all that He is, as we minister in His name. Who He is and all of His
authority is now being expressed through us. If we are representing
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Him accurately, we can expect the same results, as would take
place, if He were Himself present.

The Lord Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth
(Matthew 28:18). All of this authority is in His name. The Lord
Jesus has authorized us to use His name.

Philippians 2:9-11
’ Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which
is above every name, '* that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, " and
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.

When we use the name of Jesus, we are essentially acting in
the highest authority available. We are acting in the name that is
greater than any other name. It is in the authority of that mighty
name that we expect sickness to bow, demons to flee and people
to be healed and delivered.

Basis for Ministering Healing and Deliverance: Faith

Faith in God is essential when ministering healing and deliverance.
When the disciples of Jesus were unable to deliver a young boy
from devils, after the Lord Jesus had done so, the disciples asked
Jesus the obvious question, “Why could we not cast out the devil?”
Matthew records:

Matthew 17:19-21

 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not
cast it out?” 2° So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for assuredly,
I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain,
‘Move from here to there,” and it will move; and nothing will be impossible
for you. 2 However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.”
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The Lord Jesus pointed to their unbelief as the reason for not being
able to deliver the boy. He then taught them the power of faith, that
nothing will be impossible with a mustard seed of faith.

Faith to Minister Healing and Deliverance

Faith in our hearts inspires us to step out and minister healing and
deliverance to people. We minister in faith expecting people to be
healed and delivered.

When a man who had been lame from birth for a period of 40
years, was healed at the gate of the Temple, Peter pointed to the
fact that they were just ordinary men, who had faith in the Lord
Jesus and in the power of His name.

Acts 3:16

And His name, through faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom
you see and know. Yes, the faith which comes through Him has given him this
perfect soundness in the presence of you all.

In Galatians, the apostle Paul asked a question to which the
answer is implicit. The work of the Spirit and miracles take place
in response to faith.

Galatians 3:5
Therefore He who supplies the Spirit to you and works miracles among you,
does He do it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?

As we saw earlier in James 5:14,15, it is the “prayer of faith”
offered “in the name of the Lord” that will heal the sick.

Faith for Personal Healing and Deliverance

Similarly, at a personal level, we must have faith in God's Word to
appropriate healing and deliverance, and continue walking in divine
health. We see many examples of people who received healing
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and deliverance through faith. The Roman Centurion received
healing for one of his servants through faith. In fact, Jesus said this
Roman Centurion had great faith (Matthew 8:10,13). To the woman
with the issue of blood who touched Jesus’ garment expecting to
be healed, Jesus said “Be of good cheer, daughter; your faith has
made you well.” (Matthew 9:22). To blind men who came seeking
to receive their sight, Jesus said “According to your faith let it be
to you” (Matthew 9:29). To the Canaanite woman who came seeking
deliverance for her daughter, Jesus said “O woman, great is your
faith! Let it be to you as you desire” (Matthew 15:28).

Our faith in God brings His supernatural power to work in
our bodies, causing what He has promised to become effective.
Consider what the Bible tells us about Sarah.

Hebrews I1:11

By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore
a child when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had
promised.

Faith is a spiritual faculty that God has given to us that enables
us to work with Him and experience the supernatural. Faith is
released through our words and our actions. We speak our faith.
We act our faith. When we are ministering to others we speak and
act by faith. Similarly, when receiving for ourselves, we exercise
faith the same way. We speak and act according to what we believe
God has said in His Word concerning our healing.

Basis for Ministering Healing and Deliverance: The
Kingdom of God

We explained in Chapter I, that the Kingdom of God comes with
power. Whereever the Kingdom of God is ushered in, the powers
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of darkness will have to recede. We are part of this Kingdom. The
authority of God's Kingdom has been vested in the Church, that is
the Body of believers. The Church is here on the earth to advance
against the powers of darkness and undo their works.

Matthew 16:18,19

'® And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. ” And 1 will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in
heaven.”

The Church that Jesus builds will be a powerful Church that
will forcefully advance and overthrow the gates (power centers) of
hell (demonic powers). The keys of the Kingdom of heaven refer to
the authority of God's Kingdom. The Church that Jesus is building
has Kingdom authority vested in it. The correct rendering of
“whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven™ is that we bind on
earth what has been declared bound in heaven, and we loose on
earth what has been used bound in heaven. So with the Kingdom
authority vested in us, we (the Church) enforce here on earth what
God has determined in heaven.

His Kingdom rules over all (Psalm 103:19). We are part of and
represent a Kingdom that is greater than the kingdom of darkness.
We are sons of the Kingdom (Matthew 13:38). As sons of the
Kingdom, this is what we are here for—to forcefully advance the
Kingdom of God and overthrow the works of darkness. We are
here to see His Kingdom come into the hearts and lives of people
and His will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Kingdom authority
and power flows through us as we minister healing and deliverance.
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Basis for Ministering Healing and Deliverance: Our
Commission

Once again as we stated in Chapter |, the Gospel is to be preached
with accompanying signs, wonders and miracles. And we have been
commissioned to do so. Jesus said “As the Father has sent Me, |
also send you” (John 20:21). We have been sent with the same
mandate and mission of the Lord Jesus Christ. John states, “For this
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the
works of the devil” (I John 3:8). If Jesus came to destroy the works
of the devil, then we have been commissioned to do the same.

Jesus sent out His disciples to preach the Gospel of the
Kingdom and to heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead
and to cast out devils. We have been commissioned to do the
same!

Is it God's Will to Heal Every One?

Yes! God's will is to heal anyone and everyone of any physical
condition if they will come in faith to the Lord Jesus, just as people
did in the Bible. We can minister healing and deliverance with
confidence that it is God's will to heal anyone who comes to Him
in faith.

Here are some important reasons why we are convinced that God
is willing to heal anyone who comes to Him.

Jesus Demonstrated Healing for All Who Came in Faith

Jesus is the perfect will of God demonstrated in flesh and blood.

Any theology that contradicts or discredits what Jesus said and did

can be quickly discarded. Jesus during His earthly ministry healed

anyone who came to Him with faith from whatever condition they
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had. Not once did He look at someone and tell them, “God wants
you to be sick because He wants to teach you some deep spiritual
lesson.” He never told any person, “God wants you to be sick
because when He uses you in spite of your sickness, you will bring
great glory to Him."” He never told any person, “God will not heal
you because your sins are too great and too many.” Jesus never
made such theological excuses!

The Bible repeatedly states He healed ALL who came to Him.
Below are some Scriptures that point this out. The capitalized
portions are to add emphasis.

Matthew 4:23,24

2 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing ALL kinds of sickness and ALL kinds
of disease among the people. * Then His fame went throughout all Syria;
and they brought to Him ALL sick people who were afflicted with various
diseases and torments, and those who were demon-possessed, epileptics,
and paralytics; and He healed them.

Matthew 8:16

When evening had come, they brought to Him MANY who were demon-
possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed ALL who
were sick,

Matthew 12:15
But when Jesus knew it, He withdrew from there. And great multitudes followed
Him, and He healed them ALL.

Mark 6:56

Wherever He entered, into villages, cities, or the country, they laid the sick
in the marketplaces, and begged Him that they might just touch the hem of
His garment. And AS MANY as touched Him were made well.

Luke 4:40

When the sun was setting, ALL those who had ANY that were sick with
various diseases brought them to Him; and He laid His hands on EVERY
ONE of them and healed them.
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For the leper who was unsure about God's will, Jesus immediately
responded “I am willing” and He then healed the leper.

Matthew 8:1-3
' When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed
Him. 2 And behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, if You
are willing, You can make me clean.” * Then Jesus put out His hand and
touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” Inmediately his leprosy
was cleansed.

It is very interesting that although during His earthly ministry
the Lord Jesus had come specifically to minister to the “lost sheep
of the house of Israel,” He did not turn away those who came to
Him, even though they were outside the covenant. The Roman
Centurion (Matthew 8:5-13) and the Canaanite woman (Matthew
15:22-28) were two individuals who were not Jewish, and yet when
they came to Jesus, He ministered to them. In fact, in both instances,
He stated that they had “great faith.” So even though technically
and theologically it could be argued that these people should not
receive healing and deliverance, the Lord Jesus ministered to them
anyway, because they came to Him in faith.

Every person whom Jesus healed and delivered during His
earthly ministry was unsaved. People could not be born again, until
Jesus had died, resurrected and become the firstborn among many
brethren. So we cannot exclude people even on this criteria, making
it a necessary requirement that people have to be born sagain before
believing in Jesus for healing, deliverance and miracles.

The one thing that prevented Jesus from working miracles and
healing people was their unbelief (Matthew 13:58; Mark 6:5,6).
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The Cross Is for Everyone Since the finished work of

As we have studied earlier, | the Cross is for everybody,
healing, deliverance and then forgiveness for sins,
healing for body and mind

wholeness is provided through
is also for everybody.

the Cross of Jesus Christ. The
price Jesus paid on the Cross is
for the entire human race (I John 2:2). Jesus paid the same price
and made the same provision for every person. All that Jesus did
on the Cross is available for anyone who will believe. Since the
finished work of the Cross is for everybody, then forgiveness for
sins, healing for body and mind is also for everybody. Receiving
healing for body and mind should be as simple as receiving
forgiveness for sins.

God'’s Promise of Salvation Is for Everyone

God’s promises are for all who God's promise of

will believe. The promise of the |  salyation (sozo) include

gift of salvation is for everyone. forgiveness, healing,
Sozo is a Greek word found | deliverance, preservation
more than 110 times and is the and wholeness.

most commonly used Greek

word for salvation in the New Testament. Sozo is a verb, an action
word. Something that is done. Something that happens because of
awork of God. The word sozois a comprehensive word that includes
spiritual salvation, i.e., forgiveness of sins, healing from sickness,
deliverance from every work of the enemy, rescue or preservation
from danger and harm and total wholeness. It means to be saved,
healed, delivered, victorious, rescued, preserved. It means all of
these things at the same time. Sozo means to be saved out from
under the devil's power and restored into the wholeness of God's
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order and well-being by the power of God's Spirit. The same word
sozo is translated as forgiveness, healed, preserved, depending
on the context.

Sozo means forgiveness of sins (Matthew 1:21, Acts 4:12,
Romans 10:9, Ephesians 2:8)

Sozo means physical healing (Matthew 9:22; Mark 6:56;
Mark 10:52; James 5:13-16)

Sozo means deliverance from demonic powers (Luke 8:36;
Jude 1:5)

Sozo means rescue/preservation from danger (Matthew 8:25;
2 Timothy 4:18)

Sozo is for every one (Matthew 18:11)

Sozo is received by grace through faith (Matthew 9:21,22
Ephesians 2:8,9)

Sozo happens when you believe in your heart and confess
with your mouth (Romans 10:9,10)

If a person came to the altar during a church service and said the
he wanted to receive forgiveness of sins by believing in Jesus, would
any of the following statements be accurate:

“Maybe it is not God's will to forgive you.
Unfortunately you would need to remain in your sins
the rest of your life.”

“"Maybe God wants you to remain in your sins so that
_you can learn some deep lesson about God's love.”

“Maybe God wants to partially forgive your sins. You
need to remain in some of your sins as a constant
reminder of how good God has been to forgive you
the rest of your sins.”
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All of the above statements would be absurd! We would never tell
any person such things because we know that God's free gift of
salvation is for everyone and they can receive it any time they are

ready to come to Him in faith.

('
Our approach to

welcoming anyone to

receive healing and

deliverance must be
same as our approach
preservation and wholeness. Our when they come to
approach to welcoming anyone to |  receive forgiveness of
receive healing and deliverance sins. Only believe!
must be the same as our approach ~

As far as the New Testament
is concerned, God's promise of
salvation (sozo) includes
forgiveness, healing, deliverance,

when they come to receive forgiveness of sins. Only believe!

Is it Right to Pray “If it Be Thy Will” When Ministering
Healing and Deliverance?

Having established the fact that it is God's will for everyone who
comes to Him in faith to be healed, there remains no place then
for us to pray “if it be thy will” when ministering healing and
deliverance. We already know God's will in this matter. We know
God's will is for everyone to be healed and delivered if they are
willing to believe.

We never see Jesus praying “if it be thy will” when ministering
healing and deliverance. Not even once! Why then do we create a
theology and do things that contradict the Word Himself?

The only time He said “not as I will, but as You will” (Matthew
26:39,42) was in the Garden of Gethsemane as He prepared to go
to the Cross. This was a prayer of surrender to the Father’s plan.
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He had to make a choice to walk in obedience and yield to the
Father's plan for redemption that could only be made possible
through His death on the Cross.

Woul for
ould we every pray for We never see Jesus praying

“If it be thy will” when
ministering healing and
of sins through faith in Jesus, deliverance. Not even
“Lord, if it be your will, please once! Why then do we
forgive him his sins and grant [  create a theology and do
him eternal life. Otherwise, if |  things that contradict the
it is not your will let him |_ Word Himself?
depart to hell.” Never! We

would never pray such a prayer, because we know that God has
promised that “through His name, whoever believes in Him will
receive remission of sins” (Acts 10:43) and that “God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

a sinner who has come to us
wanting to receive forgiveness

The correct way to minister healing and deliverance is to do
so knowing full well that God desires for the sick one to be healed
and delivered. We are here to enforce His will on earth, as it is in
heaven.

Since God Is Sovereign Won't He Just Heal People if
and When He Wants to?

This is a sincere question many ask and also quite challenging to

respond to. There is no doubt that God is all-powerful, He can do

anything. He can heal and deliver any person in an instant. We also

know that God is sovereign and acts by His own will and at any

time He desires. No one can stop Him. So why doesn’t a good,
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powerful, loving God, a healing and delivering God just heal every
sick person and deliver every oppressed person? Why do we still
see some of our own brethren, even those who have served God
faithfully and who love Him dearly suffer pain, sickness and die as
a result of prolonged illness? Why doesn’t God in His sovereignty,
just heal them and make them well?

We will address this in three parts:
A, The sovereignty of God and the responsibility of man
B, The sovereignty of God and the exercise of faith

C.  We walk by truth that has been revealed and search out what
is unknown

A, The Sovereignty of God and the Responsibility of Man

Psalm 115:3,16

3 But our God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleases. '® The heaven,
even the heavens, are the LORD's; But the earth He has given to the children
of men.

God is sovereign and He does whatever He pleases, as the
Scripture says. However, in His sovereignty He has decided to
entrust the earth to mankind and has determined that under normal
conditions He will not override man’s responsibility and man’s
decisions. God has determined to do this to the extent that even in
the Garden of Eden, when Adam and Eve were about to disobey
and sin, God did not intervene, although He could have. In fact,
God knew all of this ahead of time and yet He still went ahead with
creating man and placing him in the Garden of Eden.

Consider this, God in His sovereignty has provided for the
free gift of salvation for all. Just because salvation has been provided
for every individual does not mean every individual automatically
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gets saved. Each individual has to take responsibility to receive
this provision of salvation. The Bible still states, “He who believes
in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the
Son shall not see life, but the Wrath of God abides on him” (John
3:36).

Similarly, in the area of ministering healing and deliverance
there are several areas of responsibility for us, under normal
conditions :

(a) Itis the responsibility of those ministering to grow in
grace (2 Peter 3:18), to grow in spiritual strength
(Ephesians 3:16) and to grow in faith and our ability to
administer the anointing and power of God. There is
an anointing available to break every yoke, remove
every burden and heal every condition. Is it possible
that we as ministers, are failing in our responsibility to
press in and step into this level of anointing? Perhaps
we do so only occasionally, rather than operating in
that realm more consistently.

(b) It is the responsibility of each individual to take care of
their body, to believe God's Word and to resist the devil,
and his works. God will not do this for us.

Given this understanding, we do not normally see God healing
independent of these areas of man’s responsibility. He has
sovereignly determined not to do so. This is one side to God's
sovereignty.

There are occasions however, when God moves despite man's
failure in the two areas (a) and (b) as mentioned above, and still
causes healing and deliverance. These would be exceptions that
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we see and not the norm. God moving and healing despite man’s
failure in the two areas (a) and (b) is the other side to God'’s
sovereignty. Two sides to the same coin, in understanding the
sovereignty of God.

B, The Sovereignty of God and the Exercise of Faith

Matthew 13:58
5 Now he did not do many mighty works there because of their unbelief.

Mark 6:5,6

> Now He could do no mighty work there, except that he laid His hands on
a few sick people and healed them. ¢ And He marveled because of their
unbelief. Then he went about the villages in a circuit, teaching.

Jesus was back at home in His own country, Nazareth, where
He had grown up as a carpenter’s son till the age of 30.
Unfortunately, people in His own country were unable to receive
Him for who He was. They saw Him as a carpenter’s son, rather
than One sent from God, anointed to heal and deliver. In such an
environment, Jesus did not do many mighty works because of their
unbelief.

If God is sovereign (all powerful, above all others and
independent of all others) and whom no one can stop, why does
He still require His people to exercise personal faith if they are to
experience His mighty workings in their lives?

It may seem conflicting, that our God is almighty and sovereign
and yet God may be limited by our unbelief. He normally does not
and cannot work if there is no faith.

If everything is a free gift of grace, then how is it that we can
receive them only through faith? For as we understand it, grace is
an expression of God's character that is independent of any thing
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we have done, while faith is an expression on our part of confidence
and trust in God.

Here are some things to consider:

I. Godin His wisdom has deemed it fit that these two apparently
conflicting attributes coexist. There is the realm of God's
indisputable sovereignty and there surely is the integral and
necessary element of personal faith with its dynamic results.

2. There are certain things that depend solely on the sovereignty
of God such as God’s eternal purpose and His plan for the
ages. These will be accomplished independent of the exercise
of an individual's faith. And then there are individual purposes
that God has, whose fulfillment depends on the individual's
cooperation with God.

3. Inextending all of His gifts freely to us out of His grace and
yet making it necessary for each one to receive them by faith,
God is giving every person “equal opportunity” to receive from
Him. Regardless of race, color, social or economic standing,
and past experiences, every person has the same opportunity
to receive what God has extended to us freely by His grace.

4. The realm of faith has its perimeters set by the will and purpose
of God. To operate outside of this is to “knock against” the
sovereign will of God, and no one can be successful in doing
s0.

So it is absolutely necessary for every believer to learn how to live
by faith.

Yet there are two sides to this coin of faith in God. Normally,
God has sovereignly determined that He will always work in response
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to faith. “According to your faith, be it done for you" (Matthew
9:29) is His response to faith. This is how He has determined to
work normally. On the other hand, there are times when God moves
sovereignly to heal and deliver, even when there is apparently no
faith. These do happen, but these are exceptions and not the norm.

C. We Walk by Truth that Has Been Revealed and Search Out
What Is Unknown

Deuteronomy 29:29
The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things which are
revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the
words of this law.

Proverbs 25:2
It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, But the glory of kings is to search
out a matter.

Ecclesiastes I:13

And | set my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all that is
done under heaven; this burdensome task God has given to the sons of man,
by which they may be exercised.

It would be absolutely foolish on our part to claim that we
have all the answers. The fact is we do not. It would be very wrong
to point to someone who we know is faithful to God, one who
loves God dearly and would even die for the cause of Christ, and
say they have no faith. When we see some of our own brethren,
even those who have served God faithfully and who love Him dearly
suffer pain, sickness and die as a result of prolonged illness, and
we ask “why?” then all we can say is that “we don't know.”

What we determine to do is to continue to live by the truth
that we do know. We abide with what the Word teaches us. We do
not compromise the truth that has been clearly revealed. And then
we continue to search out what is unknown. This does not mean we
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will obtain an answer to every Why. What we search for is how we
can become and experience what God has appointed for us. He
does want us to become like our Master and minister as the Lord
Jesus did. We search out answers on how to grow into this.

Even in the midst of experiences where we do not have
immediate answers, we continue to “walk by faith and not by sight”

(2 Corinthians 5:7). Faith is willing -
Faith does not permit

what is unknown to

supersede what is
known. Faith does not

permit the darkness
supersede what is known. Faith [ beyond to overpower
does not permit the darkness | the light we do have.
beyond to overpower the light we ~
do have. Rather faith deems the light we presently have as sufficient
to take the next steps, even though a world of darkness may be
beyond.

to live by what has been revealed
and what is known of God, in spite
of all the vast unknowns. Faith does
not permit what is unknown to

We continue to search for answers as to what we need to do
at our end, to minister healing and deliverance more effectively
just as Jesus did. We continue to press in to God for what we do
not know. He has promised, “Call to Me, and I will answer you,
and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know™
(Jeremiah 33:3). Solomon said, “I applied my heart to know, To
search and seek out wisdom and the reason of things...”
(Ecclesiastes 7:25). We continue to study, search out the Scriptures,
listen to the Spirit, so that we gain the insights we presently lack
that will help us minister with greater power and authority. The
Lord Jesus promised that if we continue in His Word we will “know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:31,32).
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We continue to press in to more of God.

Ultimately, we are motivated by love for the Lord. We love
Him because He first loved us (I John 4:19). Nothing diminishes
our love for Him. We love Him even when faith is tested and hope
seems crushed. We know one day our faith will be turned into
sight. Our hope will be realized. And love will continue. “And now
abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is
love” (1 Corinthians 13:13).

Why Doesn’'t Every One Get Healed?

We readily admit that not every person we minister to gets healed
or delivered. Am sure that every great healing evangelist and man
or woman of God has faced this and also struggled with answering
this question as to why we don't see every person we minister to
healed and delivered.

The answer to such a question is very subjective since the
actual conditions can vary from individual to individual. We do
recognize that there can be several things that hinder a person
from receiving their healing or deliverance. There could be a variety
of reasons, some known to us and some reasons unknown to us.
Some probable reasons are outlined in a section below on
“Hindrances to Receiving Healing.”

However, how we react to these “failures” is important. We
must always keep in mind that any failure is on our side, not on
God's side. God is true to His Word. We are in a continuous process
of learning and discovering truth concerning God's Kingdom and
the ways in which God works. None of us are perfect in our
knowledge. We need to continue pressing in to discover truth hidden
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in His Word and by His Spirit, so that we can more accurately
represent Him and do the things He has ordained for us to do.

Here are some do’s/don’ts when we face situations where people
we minister to are not healed or delivered:

Don’t Compromise The Truth

We must not compromise the truth. We do not change our
understanding of God's nature, God's Word and Christ’s completed
work on the Cross. These are absolutes. Who God is, what He has
promised and what Christ has already accomplished on the Cross
will not change. We must refuse the temptation to modify our
theology to accommodate our experience. Rather we must press
in to raise the level of our experience to match the standard of
God's Word.

Don't Speculate, Simply Admit “I Don’t Know”

Since we do not have all the answers, we must not speculate and
pretend to know. When we are unsure, we should avoid making
statements like “You don't have enough faith,” “There is some hidden
sin,” “There are some generational curses,” and so on. We could
end up hurting people when speaking out of ignorance. It is sufficient
to say, “I don't know why you didn't get healed but God's love for
you is certain and His will is that He wants you well.”

Ask God for Insight and Keep on Ministering to the Individual

It is true that not everyone we pray for gets healed. But this should

not prevent us from pressing in and doing our best to bring healing

and deliverance to every person possible. We keep praying and

attempting different approaches to minister to that individual

whenever possible. We encourage the individual to continue pressing
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in to God, to keep praying, to keep believing, to keep praising
God for their healing and to hold firm to God's Word. Ask God for
insight, for the gifts of the Spirit that will reveal the things that are
hindering the healing and deliverance from coming through.
Sometimes the individual may need to repent of some sin, or release
forgiveness to another person. Be sensitive to the Holy Spirit and
flow with what the Spirit of God reveals.

Glorify God, Not the Condition

We are to glorify God and not the condition. Never magnify the
sickness or the oppressive work of the devil. No sickness no
demonic work is greater than our God. Just because we didnot see
a healing or deliverance, let us not make it seem that these were
too difficult for our God. There is nothing too difficult for our
God. We just need to learn how to release His power more
effectively. In spite of the condition, we rejoice, we pray always
and in everything we give thanks (I Thessalonians 5:16-18) because
we know who He is.

“In-Spite of” Not “Because of”

God can use a person “in spite of” sickness, bodily ailments, any
physical problem. However, this does not automatically mean that
the condition they are in is God's best for them. God is not using
them “because of” their sickness or ailment. God works in spite of
the situation. He is not limited by our limitations. He works because
of His purpose and grace given to us in Jesus Christ (2 Timothy
1:9), sickness or no sickness! That is why He is God! So when God
uses a person in spite of their sickness or ailment, we glorify God
and not the sickness. That sickness is still something we need to
fight and resist.
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Keep Pressing in for More!

Any failure is on our side, not God’s. Keep pressing in for more of
His anointing and revelation on how to bring healing to “all” and
“as many as,” just the same way Jesus did. He is our Standard. We
must press in to do His works and even greater works.

There are at least two other related questions that we could
address here: Why are some healings gradual? And why are some
healings partial and not complete?

Why Are Some Healings Gradual?

In the ministry of Jesus, other than the one incident where He touched
a blind man twice, we see all other healings and deliverances
happening instantly. However, when we minister, there are many
times, when healings take place gradually over time. Once again a
response to this question is really a subjective one and depends
on individual situations. In many cases, we do not know why things
happen gradually instead of happening immediately. However, our
response must be to press through to see the work completed, no
matter how long it takes. We celebrate each stage of improvement
we see along the way. We must be thankful to the Lord for every
small progress in recovery that we see, keep praising God and
keep pressing in to see complete healing and deliverance.

Mark 8:22-26

22 Then He came to Bethsaida; and they brought a blind man to Him, and
begged Him to touch him. 2* So He took the blind man by the hand and led
him out of the town. And when He had spit on his eyes and put His hands on
him, He asked him if he saw anything. * And he looked up and said, “I see
men like trees, walking.” * Then He put His hands on his eyes again and
made him look up. And he was restored and saw everyone clearly. ¢ Then
He sent him away to his house, saying, “Neither go into the town, nor tell
anyone in the town.”
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Why did Jesus lead this blind man out of town to minister to him?
And, why did Jesus have to touch him two times before his sight
was restored completely? Why did Jesus tell him not to return into
the town or tell anyone in the town? All very intriguing Questions.

At least four of Jesus’ disciples came from Bethsaida. Andrew,
Simon Peter, Philip and Nathanael were from the city of Bethsaida
(John 1:44). Bethsaida was one of the cities that the Lord Jesus
rebuked for their unwillingness to respond to the mighty miracles
they saw (Matthew 11:21-26). It is obvious that this city was
unbelieving and unreceptive to the miracles of Jesus, possibly
because of their "wise and prudent” (Matthew 11:25) people who
then corrupted the rest of the residents in the city. At least on one
other occasion, at Jairus’ home, we see the Lord Jesus putting out
all those who ridiculed, who were unbelieving and unreceptive to
His ministry (Mark 5:40). Although the passage does not state this,
it is Quite possible that the reason the Lord Jesus took this man out
of the town and then ministered to him, and also gave him
instructions not to go back to town or tell people in the town, was
to separate him and secure him from the unbelief and lack of
receptivity that prevailed in the town. Quite the same reason why
the Lord Jesus did not permit anyone except Peter, James and John
and the girl's parents to be around when he raised Jairus’ daughter
back to life. In other cases of blind people being healed, the Lord
Jesus ministered freely, restoring their sight in response to their
faith. While the passage in Mark 8 makes no mention of the faith
(or lack of it) in this blind man at Bethsaida, it is possible that they
may have been influenced by the prevailing unbelief in the city. His
faith was encouraged when he noticed partial improvement of his
eyes and he was able to believe for complete restoration.
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Perhaps some lessons we can take back from this incident with the
blind man at Bethsaida, is that we learn to separate people from
an environment of doubt and unbelief in order to help their faith.
We also encourage people’s faith even with a gradual improvement
in their physical condition and press through till the healing is
complete.

Why Are Some Healings Partial and Not Complete?

Another thing we may observe when ministering healing is that
sometimes people with multiple problems get healed of some
conditions and continue to have other ailments persist in their
bodies. Here again we will not have all the reasons why complete
healing did not occur. We must thank the Lord for every small
progress in recovery that we see, keep praising God and keep
pressing in to see complete healing and deliverance. Continue to
encourage the individual and not in any way shame or condemn
person. Continue to ask God to reveal how to minister to the
individual and to reveal what needs to be done to see complete
healing.

It is possible that the causes for the different conditions are
different. One may be a purely physical ailment that needed healing
and was healed right away. Another condition may be demonic
with a stubborn spirit of infirmity that needs to be cast out so that
healing can come.

Perhaps one condition may be dealt with by casting out a
spirit of infirmity, while in order for another condition to be healed,
it is possible that we just need to encourage faith to rise in their
hearts for them to receive.
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We need to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit's leading and direction
on how best to minister God's power to the individual.

Three Heart-Attitudes that Allow God to Work
Miracles

In order to minister both minister healing and deliverance, as well
as encourage people to be ready to receive healing and
deliverance, there are three important heart attitudes: faith,
expectancy and intense desire.

When ministering to people, we must walk in faith, expectancy
and intense desire. We minister healing and deliverance with faith
in our hearts. Our unbelief can be a hindrance to the power of God
flowing through us. We must expect people to get well. Expect
people to be delivered and made whole. Have an intense desire to
see people healed, made whole and set free for the glory of God.

As we minister to people, we need to help them come into a
place of faith, expectancy and also have intense desire to be made
whole. We encourage them through the Word, prayer and worship.
Like the woman with an issue of blood, we must encourage people
to expect something to happen as they reach out in faith. Like the
Canaanite woman we must encourage people to be determined to
receive their healing and deliverance.

Hindrances to Receiving Healing

While this is not a complete list of “roadblocks” or hindrances to
receiving healing and deliverance, we need to be aware of these,
as we minister to people. If we recognize that one or more of these
hindrances are present, we should address them in a loving and
encouraging manner. Never criticize, condemn, blame or shame
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the individual when ministering. We must not try and take the place
of “God" in people’s lives. We are just earthen vessels making

ourselves available in God's hands to be used for His purposes.

Lack of knowledge (Hosea 4:6, Isaiah 5:13)
Lack of faith (Mark 6:5,6)

Considering the ailment as the will of God.

Lack of persistent desire to get well. Not really wanting to be
well. Perhaps, enjoying the sympathy and attention of people.
Perhaps fear of living life with normal responsibilities once
they get well.

Being passive in resisting sickness (wrong postures that leads
to a passive belief: “If it is God's will, He will heal me,” “God
will heal in His time,” “Whatever happens is God's will,” and
so on).

Wrong heart attitudes : anger, resentment, jealousy,
unforgiveness, bitterness, and so on.

Proverbs 14:30
A sound heart is life to the body, But envy is rottenness to the bones.

Proverbs 17:22
A merry heart does good, like medicine, But a broken spirit dries the
bones.

Destructive lifestyles : If a person continues to do things that
are self-destructive to their health, e.g. alcohol, smoking,
drugs, and so on.

Other unknowns : We do not know every cause that could
hinder a person from receiving healing and deliverance. So
we learn to listen to the Holy Spirit and He will show us what
to do in specific situations.

104



THE FATHER'S WORKS

3

THE FATHER'S WORKS

The Lord Jesus came to do the works of the Father. He said that He
had to be about the Father’s business (Luke 2:49). He came to do
the Father’s will (Hebrews 10:5-7). He came in the Father’s name
(John 5:43; John 10:25) thus representing the purpose and intent of
the Father. He revealed Sonship glory, “as of the only begotten of
the Father” (John I:14; John 2:11). He called the Temple “my Father’s
house” and demonstrated that healings were to be carried out in
the Father’s house (John 2:16, Matthew 21:12-14). Part of doing the
Father’s works was to destroy the works of the devil (I John 3:8).

We are called to do the Father's works, just like Jesus.

Our goal in this chapter is to learn what Jesus taught about the
Father’s works, and discover how Jesus walked with the Father to
do the Father's works. Then by following Jesus" example, we too
can learn how to walk with the Father and do the Father’s works as
Jesus did.

What Jesus Taught About the Father’s Works

The Lord Jesus could have pointed to several supernatural
phenomena that surrounded His birth, life and ministry to
authenticate that He was indeed the Messiah. He could have pointed
to the angelic choir that sang to the shepherds at the time of His
birth. He could have pointed to the wise men from the East who
followed a star and came to visit him. He could have pointed to
the dove that descended on Him when He was baptized in the river
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Jordan by John the Baptist. He could have pointed to the voice
from heaven that occurred at different times. However, instead of
pointing to any of these to validate Him being the Messiah, He
always pointed to the miracles He did, the healings, deliverances,
signs and wonders. He called these “the Father's works” and pointed
to these as evidence of Him being the Messiah.

A Greater Witness than John the Baptist

John 5:31-36

3'"If I bear witness of Myself, My witness is not true. 32 There is another who
bears witness of Me, and I know that the witness which He witnesses of Me
is true. ** You have sent to John, and he has borne witness to the truth. ** Yet
I do not receive testimony from man, but I say these things that you may be
saved. * He was the burning and shining lamp, and you were willing for a
time to rejoice in his light. * But I have a greater witness than John’s; for the
works which the Father has given Me to finish—the very works that I do—
bear witness of Me, that the Father has sent Me.

Following the healing of the crippled man in Jerusalem at the
pool of Bethesda, the Lord Jesus pointed to the works of the Father
as a greater witness (testimony, proof, evidence) to who He was.
He said that the works He did (the healings and miracles) were a
greater testimony than the testimony of John the Baptist, the greatest
of the Old Testament prophets. John the Baptist, the greatest Old
Testament prophet, pointing to Jesus and declaring Him as “the
Lamb of God" was still just the “testimony from man.” And Jesus
said, that the Father’s works which He did, healing, delivering and
working miracles, were a greater witness than John’s testimony.

When the Prophet Doubted

Matthew 11:1-6

"Now it came to pass, when Jesus finished commanding His twelve disciples,
that He departed from there to teach and to preach in their cities. > And
when John had heard in prison about the works of Christ, he sent two of his
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disciples * and said to Him, “Are You the Coming One, or do we look for
another?” * Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John the things
which you hear and see: * The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the
gospel preached to them. ¢ And blessed is he who is not offended because
of Me.”

John the Baptist had been sent by God as a forerunner of
Jesus, to prepare people to receive the Lord. He was the one who
saw the dove descending and heard the voice from heaven when he
baptized Jesus in the river Jordan. He had the unmistakable sign
from God pointing Jesus out as the Messiah. It was John who
introduced Jesus to the world saying, “Behold the Lamb of God
who takes away the sins of the world.” Yet, sometime later, when
John had been apprehended and put in prison, perhaps because of
his own predicament, John has doubts about who Jesus really is.
Perhaps John was expecting Jesus to rise up as a political ruler and
overthrow the Romans. Instead Jesus was being a spiritual leader,
preaching and teaching and doing the Father's works. John seemed
to be confused. So he sent his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the
Messiah or should we look for someone else?” The very prophet
who gave testimony to Jesus, now doubted!

In response, the Lord Jesus pointed to the works of the Father,
“The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the
deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel
preached to them,” as evidence. It is interesting that even at this
moment, Jesus did not point back to what happened at the river
Jordan at the time of His baptism. Instead, He pointed to the Father’s
works, as proof of Him being the Messiah.
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I Must Do the Father’s Works

John 9:1-7

"Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. 2 And His
disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,
that he was born blind?” * Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him. * I must work
the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no
one can work. * As long as | am in the world, I am the light of the world.” ¢
When He had said these things, He spat on the ground and made clay with
the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay. ” And He
said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So
he went and washed, and came back seeing.

When the Lord Jesus saw a man born blind (sick, diseased,
and so on), He saw it as an occasion for the works of the Father to
be revealed in that person. Not that God made him blind, but that
God, through healing this man’s blindness would reveal His works.
Jesus said, “I must work the works of Him who sent me,” in other
words, I must do the Father’s works. And clearly, it was the Father's
work to make the blind man see. It is the Father's works to heal and
make whole, not to wound or make sick.

We must seize the opportune moment to do the Father's works
now, while it is day. When God speaks, act on it.

We also learn that the way in which the Father’s works are
administered can vary. In this case, Jesus spat on the ground, made
a paste, put it on the blind man’s eyes and sent him to wash in the
pool of Siloam. He did not follow this procedure for every blind
person He healed. When ministering healing and deliverance, we
learn to do it the way the Lord directs us.
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The Works | Do Bear Witness of Me

John 10:24,25

% Then the Jews surrounded Him and said to Him, “How long do You keep
us in doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.” * Jesus answered them, “I
told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My Father’s name,
they bear witness of Me.

John 10:37,38

7 1f 1 do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; ** but if I do,
though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know and
believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.”

When the Jewish people came to Jesus and asked Him a direct
Question about Him being the Christ, the Messiah, the Lord Jesus
responded pointing to the Father's works, as proof of Him being
the Messiah. He then went on to make this strong statement in vs.
37 that “if I do not do the works of my Father, do not believe me”.
What if we laid as much emphasis on doing the Father’s works as
Jesus did? What if we told people “if we do not do the Father’s
works, do not believe what we preach™ That is how important
doing the Father’s works, was to Jesus. It was more important that
what He preached. He essentially stated “even if you do not believe
what | say, at least believe the works'.

Believe me for the Sake of the Works

John 14:1-13

' “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. ?
In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, 1 would have told
you. | go to prepare a place for you. * And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you
may be also. * And where I go you know, and the way you know.” * Thomas
said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we
know the way?” ¢ Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through Me. 7 “If you had known Me, you
would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have
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seen Him." 8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient
for us.”? Jesus said to him, “"Have I been with you so long, and yet you have
not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can
you say, ‘Show us the Father'? ' Do you not believe that I am in the Father,
and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My
own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. " Believe Me
that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake
of the works themselves. "> “Most assuredly, | say to you, he who believes in
Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will
do, because I go to My Father. * And whatever you ask in My name, that |
will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

There was a time, as He was preparing His disciples for His
departure, He began to speak to them about His Father's house
and mansions He would prepare for His disciples. Subsequently,
Philip requested to see the Father. Jesus responded saying, “If you
have seen Me, you have seen the Father.” He then challenged His
own disciples, “Believe Me that | am in the Father and the Father in
Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves.”
Essentially He said, ‘Take My word for this, else, if you cannot
take My word, believe what | am saying, because you see the work
I am doing." To His own disciples, the Lord Jesus pointed to the
Father’s works, the healings, miracles, signs and wonders, as proof
that He was who He said He is.

It is in this context that the Lord Jesus went on to state John
14:12. The promise that every believer will do the Father's works,
was given to authenticate who Jesus is. Even today, when people
want evidence to Jesus’ claim of being the Messiah, the One sent
from God, the One who came from the Father, we as believers are
to authenticate His claim, by doing His works and greater works!
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Seeing the Works Leaves Us with No Other Option

John 15:24
If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would
have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My Father.

The works of the Father, is essentially a ‘final conclusive proof’
about Jesus Christ. Once people see the works, they have evidence
presented to them and they now have to make a decision whether
they are going to love Him or hate Him.

How Jesus Walked With the Father

How did Jesus walk with the Father? What was His relationship
with the Father? We need to press in to walk in a similar manner
with the Father.

In the Bosom of the Father

John 1:18
No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the
bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.

To be “in the bosom” means to be “in the intimate presence”
(Amplified Bible). The Lord Jesus walked in the intimate presence
of the Father. We see Him spend much time alone with the Father
(Matthew 14:23; Mark 1:35, Luke 5:16; Luke 6:12; John 6:15). Although
He was God who had become man, although He was anointed by
the Spirit without measure, we still see Jesus going away all by
Himself to be alone with the Father. He walked this way, in the
intimate presence, in close fellowship with the Father.

It was out of this intimate walk with the Father, that He revealed
the Father. The Amplified Bible states: “He has revealed Him and
brought Him out where He can be seen; He has interpreted Him
and He has made Him known.”
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John 10:15
As the Father knows Me, even so | know the Father; ....

John 10:30
I and My Father are one.”

These verses (10:15,30) indicate closeness and intimate
fellowship. ‘I know the Father and the Father knows me’ is the result
of close fellowship. ‘I and My Father are one,” or as the Message
Bible renders it “are one heart and mind.” This means there is
perfect alignment, unison and complete agreement between the
Father and the Son in everything. That is why the Lord Jesus often
said “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also”
(John 14:7), and “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John
14:9).

What an example for us to walk as He walked—to learn to be
in the intimate presence of the Father and be perfectly aligned to
Him, out of that we reveal Him and make Him known.

The Father Loves the Son

John 3:35
The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand.

John 10:17
“Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that | may take it
again.

John 8:54
Jesus answered, “If I honor Myself, My honor is nothing. It is My Father who
honors Me, of whom you say that He is your God.

John I5:10
If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept
My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.
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John 16:32

Indeed the hour is coming, yes, has now come, that you will be scattered,
each to his own, and will leave Me alone. And yet I am not alone, because
the Father is with Me.

On several occasions the Lord Jesus spoke of the Father's
love for Him. Out of that love, the Father had given all things into
His hand. The Father placed honor on the Son and that was all
Jesus desired. He did not desire honor from man, nor did He try to
gain honor for Himself. The Son walked in the Father’s
commandments and thus walked in the Father’s love. Even when
His disciples would leave Him, Jesus knew that the Father would
be with Him and will not leave Him.

In a similar manner we are to walk in the Father’s love. The
Lord Jesus wants us to know that we are loved by the Father just as
the Father loves the Son. Jesus prayed that His disciples will know
that the Father has “loved them as You have loved Me” (John 17:23).
When we are so assured of the Father's love, then we only seek
what comes from Him. Our desire is fulfilled in knowing His love
for us. We only desire the honor He gives to our lives, and not the
honor that comes from man. We seek to abide in His love by walking
in His commandments.

Strength from Doing the Father'’s Will

John 4:34
Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to
finish His work.

John 6:57
As the living Father sent Me, and | live because of the Father, ...

Jesus said that His food (nourishment, sustenance) was to do
the will and finish the work of the Father who sent Him. He lived so
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yielded and dependent on the Father, that He said, ‘I live because
of the Father.’

What energizes us? Do we live because of the Father? Is He
the very center of our lives and does our strength come from pursuing
His will and doing His work?

Doing What I See the Father Do

After the healing of the crippled man at the pool of Bethesda in
John 5:1-14, the Lord Jesus explained several things about why and
how He did the Father’s works. This gives us insight on how He
walked with the Father.

John 5:17
But Jesus answered them, “My Father has been working until now, and I have
been working.”

The healing of the crippled man, was simply a work of the
Father. Jesus said that He was simply co-laboring with the Father.
The ministry of healing, deliverance and miracles—supernatural
ministry—is simply co-laboring with the Father. The Father is
working and so do we. The only time we stop, is when He stops,
and as far as we know, He has not stopped working!

John 5:19

Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Most assuredly, | say to you, the
Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever
He does, the Son also does in like manner.

Jesus yielded Himself to the Father, in such a manner, that He
did not act on His own accord. He followed what He saw the Father
doing.
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John 5:20
For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself does;
and He will show Him greater works than these, that you may marvel.

Doing the works and greater works depends on us seeing
what the Father is doing, and doing in like manner. We need to
pray and ask the Father to show us greater works than what we have
seen till today, that people may see, hear, experience and marvel.

Not My Will, But the Will of the Father

John 5:30
I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, | judge; and My judgment is righteous,
because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me.

John 8:29
And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for |
always do those things that please Him."

John 10:32
Jesus answered them, “Many good works I have shown you from My Father.
For which of those works do you stone Me?”

John 14:31
But that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave
Me commandment, so I do. Arise, let us go from here.

In everything He was yielded to the Father. He desired not His
own will, but the will of the Father who sent Him. He always did
what was pleasing to the Father. The works He was doing, were
works He was releasing from the Father. He did not do works out
of His own initiative. Out of love for the Father, He walked in
obedience to the Father's commands. He had to choose to obey
the Father. The writer of Hebrews states, “though He was a Son, yet
He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. And having
been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all
who obey Him,” (Hebrews 5:8,9).
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As My Father Taught Me, | Speak

John 7:14-16

* Now about the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and
taught. * And the Jews marveled, saying, “How does this Man know letters,
having never studied?” ' Jesus answered them and said, "My doctrine is not
Mine, but His who sent Me.

John 8:26,28,38

261 have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who sent
Me is true; and | speak to the world those things which I heard from Him.”
28 Then Jesus said to them, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will
know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught
Me, | speak these things. *® I speak what | have seen with My Father, and you
do what you have seen with your father.”

John 12:49,50

# For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me
gave Me a command, what | should say and what I should speak. ° And I
know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just
as the Father has told Me, so | speak.”

In all His teaching, He taught what He learned from the Father.

This is powerful. He learnt from the Father. As the Father
revealed things to Him, He spoke it to the world. What He learnt in
secret, being alone in the presence of the Father, is what He spoke
in public ministry to the multitudes. As Isaiah prophesied, “The
Lord GOD has given Me the tongue of the learned, that I should
know how to speak a word in season to him who is weary. He
awakens Me morning by morning, He awakens My ear to hear as
the learned. The Lord GOD has opened My ear; and | was not
rebellious, nor did I turn away” (Isaiah 50:4,5).

In Step with the Fathers Timing

John 2:4
Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My
hour has not yet come.”
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John7:6-8

¢ Then Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always
ready. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates Me because I testify of it
that its works are evil. ® You go up to this feast. | am not yet going up to this
feast, for My time has not yet fully come.”

John 7:30
Therefore they sought to take Him; but no one laid a hand on Him, because
His hour had not yet come.

John 8:20
These words Jesus spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; and no
one laid hands on Him, for His hour had not yet come.

John 12:23
But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come that the Son of Man
should be glorified.

John 13:1

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had
come that He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His
own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.

John 16:4,12

* But these things | have told you, that when the time comes, you may
remember that I told you of them. “And these things I did not say to you at
the beginning, because I was with you. ™ “I still have many things to say to
you, but you cannot bear them now.

John 17:1
Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the
hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You,

The Lord Jesus walked in step and in time with the Father. He
was conscious and yielded to the Father's timing. He waited for
about 30 years before commencing His ministry and doing His
first miracle. The commencing of His ministry began with the reading
of those powerful words from Isaiah 61. Having read that prophetic
passage, Jesus announced to His audience, “Today this scripture is
fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:2l). Jesus was aware of God's
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timing for the launching of His miracle ministry. And even that,
although His earthly mother prompted Him, Jesus waited for the
precise moment when He heard from the Father and the Father
released Him to do the work (John 2:4). In going to Jerusalem for
the Feast, He waited for the Father's timing (John 7). Because He
walked in step and time with the Father, no harm could befall Him
until the appointed time for His crucifixion. He knew when the time
had finally come for Him to go to the Cross, His death and
resurrection.

His message and preaching was also a timely one—a word in
season. He came preaching repentance saying, “the time is fulfilled,
and the Kingdom of heaven is at hand. Repent and believe in the
Gospel.” (Mark 1:15). He was announcing the beginning of a new
era and His message drew people’s attention to what God was
doing in the Earth at that time. He was not preaching or proclaiming
something that was out of time. He was fully conscious of the things
that the Father was doing and was about to do—of the current and
forthcoming moves of God on the Earth. He used the phrase “the
hour is coming” referring to beginning of a time when people would
worship in spirit and truth (John 4:21,23) and also with reference to
the coming resurrection from the dead (John 5:25). His teaching
that He gave to His disciples were also done in a timely manner.
There were things He spoke at the right time to prepare them for
what was to come. He knew He had much more to reveal to them,
but the time was not right. He assured them that the Holy Spirit
would teach them what they still needed to know. (John 16:12,13).
When the Holy Spirit came, this would be the time when He would
no longer speak to His disciples in figurative language but speak
plainly about the Father (John 16:25).
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Confident in Prayer

John 11:41,42

“Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead man was
lying. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, “Father, I thank You that You
have heard Me. *> And I know that You always hear Me, but because of the
people who are standing by I said this, that they may believe that You sent
Me.”

The Lord Jesus walked with the Father in such a way that made
Him so confident in prayer. Standing before Lazarus’ tomb, Lazarus
being dead now for four days, Jesus simply thanked the Father for
prayer that was already heard. There was this confident assurance
that what had been presented in prayer was already granted. Jesus
said, "I know that You always hear Me." This is how his prayer life
was. He knew He was always heard and His petition granted. On
another occasion, when Jesus was about to multiply the loaves and
fish, in His prayer, He simply blessed the food and gave thanks
and passed them out. He knew a miracle would happen. “And Jesus
took the loaves, and when He had given thanks He distributed them
to the disciples, and the disciples to those sitting down; and likewise
of the fish, as much as they wanted” (John 6:11).

Jesus knew that each time He prayed to the Father, it will be
granted. He always expected His prayer to be answered. God invites
us to walk in this same manner that every time we pray, our prayer
will be answered.

Living to Glorify the Father

John 7:18
He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the glory
of the One who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him.
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John 12:27,28

7 “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this
hour'? But for this purpose I came to this hour. > Father, glorify Your name.”
Then a voice came from heaven, saying, “I have both glorified it and will
glorify it again.”

John 17:4
I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have
given Me to do.

The Lord Jesus came to glorify the Father. In all things. He
sought to glorify the One who sent Him. Even when He had to
prepare to go to the Cross, His motivation was described in His
prayer, “Father, glorify your name.” When Jesus prayed His High
Priestly prayer, when He had completed the ministry part of His
work, He could say, “I have glorified You on the earth.”

Are we living in such a manner where our all-consuming desire
is to glorify the Father? Would we be able to say at our very end, “I
have glorified You on the earth?”

Called to Walk with the Father and Do His Works

We are called to fellowship (communion, have close personal
relationship) with the Father, with the Son and with the Holy Spirit.
John the apostle wrote: “that which we have seen and heard we
declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly
our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ” (1
John 1:3). The apostle Paul in his communion prayed for believers
to walk in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. “The grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. Amen” (2 Corinthians 13:14). We are called
to walk with the Father, just as the Lord Jesus walked with the Father
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(I John 2:6). The Father loves us just as He loved Jesus and will not
withhold anything from us.

We have been sent to do the Father’s works

John 17:18
As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.

John 20:21
So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to youl As the Father has sent Me, I also
send you.”

We have been sent to do the Father's works just as Jesus did.
The Lord Jesus has set us a life-example. The Lord Jesus is our
Standard, our Perfect Model for life and ministry. He demonstrated
what the Father's works are and how to go about doing the Father’s
works. We must imitate Him. We must walk as He walked so that
we can do the works of the Father.

Jesus said that we would do greater works which means there
is a whole lot more that we can walk in. There are realms that we
have not yet experienced in ministering healing and deliverance.

John 14:12

Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that | do he
will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My
Father.

Let us press in to walk as He walked with the Father and do the
Father’s works.
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4

LEARNING TO MINISTER HEALING AND
DELIVERANCE FROM JESUS

In this chapter we consider seven principles when ministering
healing and deliverance. We look at each of these in the ministry
of Jesus and draw lessons. The first five principles mentioned below
are based on a sermon “The Thrill of Victory” by Randy Clark
(Global Awakening). 1 have adapted these five points, expanded
and added Scriptures and included two additional points as part
of this list of seven areas to consider.

The Will of God

The Exercise of Faith

The Flow of Compassion

The Anointing of the Holy Spirit

Dealing with the Issue of Sin and Salvation
The Methods Jesus Used

The Nature of Jesus’ Healings and Miracles

N o RN

The Norms and the Exceptions

We walk in the truth we have and work with what we do know. We
refer to these as the “Norms.” These are principles that we see in
God's Word and which we work with. However, we must always
keep in mind, that God is bigger than our understanding and bigger
than our present knowledge of Him and bigger than all our
cumulative knowledge—so there will always be situations where
God surprises us! We call these “Exceptions.” We usually act based

on the principles in God’s Word. However, we must be very
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sensitive to God's presence and His leading in any given situation.
If the Lord leads us to minister differently from what we know, we
must follow Him and not be locked into a principle or a method.
Our goal is to be fully yielded to Him and follow Him in the way in
which He desires to minister healing and deliverance to people.
Each miracle we see and experience can teach us something more
about God and the way in which He works. Hence we are constantly
learning about the ways of God and the ways in which His Spirit
works.

The Will of God

We have understood that it is God's will to heal everyone who
comes to Him in faith. We have established this in an earlier chapter.
We learn important aspects concerning the will of God from Jesus’
ministry.

(A) He Eliminated Any Question About God'’s Will Through
What He Said and Did

When the will of God was questioned, He responded “I will.” The
leper came to Him saying, “If You are willing, You can make me
clean.” The Lord “Jesus, moved with compassion, stretched out
His hand and touched him, and said to him, “I am willing; be
cleansed.” As soon as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy
left him, and he was cleansed” (Mark 1:40-42).

(B) He Demonstrated that God'’s Will Is to Heal All Who
Came to Him in Faith

We have already addressed this and are reiterating here that the
Lord Jesus healed ALL who came to Him in faith (Matthew 4:23,24;
8:16; 9:35,36; 12:15, Mark 1:34, Luke 4:40; 5:15; 6:17,19, Acts 10:38).
He never sent anyone away with any reason.
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(C) Yet Jesus Did Not Heal at Random

While the Lord Jesus healed all who came to Him in faith, He did
not force healing on people.

At the pool of Bethesda, there was a crippled man who had
been that way for 38 years (John 5:1-9). The Lord Jesus approached
this man with the question, “Do you want to be made well?" This
man was totally unaware of who was speaking to Him and what to
expect. He responded that he did not have anybody’s help to get
into the pool as soon as the waters were stirred. The next thing
Jesus tells him is, “Rise, take up your bed and walk. "It is very likely
this man was not expecting a miracle. But when Jesus spoke those
words, the power of God came on this man and healed him. The
Bible records, “Immediately the man was made well, took up his
bed, and walked.” This was a sovereign work of God, where the
work of healing was done, independent of the man’s faith or him
actively seeking or wanting to receive healing.

We know that the Lord Jesus did not heal people when they
were not actively receiving. Jesus did not heal the unreceptive (those
not seeking healing) at random. And yet in this case, He did heal a
man who had no idea of what was happening. And further, He did
not heal all the others who were beside this crippled man. He left
them all as they were.

Why did Jesus heal this man? Why did Jesus not go to everyone
else beside the pool and heal them? Jesus explained later that He
just did what He saw the Father do, nothing more, nothing less and
nothing else (John 5:17,19-20). Healing was definitely in God's
covenant and in the Cross for everyone else by the pool. Yet God
did not sovereignly move for them that day. The norm would be for

124



LEARNING TO MINISTER HEALING AND DELIVERANCE FROM JESUS

each of them to come and receive by faith, like the rest of the
crowds that came to Jesus.

Although Jesus healed many blind and lame at the Temple
(Matthew 21:10-14), the lame man in Acts 3 never did get healed
(Acts 3:1-2) until Peter and John ministered to him.

Jesus did not raise the dead at random. The three recorded
people that Jesus raised from the dead were all young people.

Application

I)  When people are unsure about the will of God, we bring
them to a place where they know that it is God's will to heal
them. The God who forgives is also the God who heals
(Psalm 103:1-3).

2) ltis God's will to heal everyone and so we pray, and minister
to everyone. Yet, we do not go about randomly or arbitrarily
ministering to people—especially when they do not desire
healing.

3)  Weare tuned in to see what the Father is doing at the moment
and do what He IS REVEALING to us (e.g., through words of
knowledge). In such moments, we move in line with what He
is revealing. In other situations, we move with what HE HAS
REVEALED (i.e. the Word of God)—we teach the Word and
minister on the basis of faith in His Word.

The Exercise of Faith

Faith and compassion are possibly the two most important
principles in the healing ministry. In general we know that where
there is more faith, there is more healing. Jesus required faith in
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those who came to him for healing and deliverance. When people
came to Jesus in faith they were healed. On several occasions, the
Lord Jesus directed people to act on their faith and as they did,
they were healed.

The Roman Centurion (Matthew 8:10 , Luke 7:9)

The paralytic (Matthew 9:2, Mark 2:5, Luke 5:20)

The woman with an issue of blood (Matthew 9:22, Mark 5:34, Luke
8:48)

Two blind men (Matthew 9:29)

The woman from Canaan (Matthew 15:28)

The demon possessed boy (Matthew 17:20)

Blind Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52, Luke 18:42)

One of the ten lepers (Luke 17:19)

We also know that unbelief stopped the flow of God's power
(Matthew 13:58; Mark 6:5,6; Matthew 17:20).

Yet there were exceptions, where Jesus ministered to people
with little or no faith and they were healed or delivered:

The man at the pool of Bethesda (John 5:5-9).
The man with a demon possessed boy (Mark 9:17-29).
Application

[)  We minister and receive healing with faith in our hearts
(Acts 3:16).

2)  God works miracles and releases the Spirit among us in
response to faith (Galatians 3:5).
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3) Faith is based on the Word of God, so build your faith level
up to minister more healings, miracles and deliverance more
effectively (Romans 10:17).

4) Faith is present-tense—so act now (Hebrews I1:1).

5)  There are times when God moves supernaturally through the
gifts of healings or the workings of miracles, where either the
recipient or the minister or sometimes both are not in any
great level of faith.

6) There are times when all you have is a mustard seed size of
faith. Start with that and God will honor that faith.

7)  Therefore step out and minister to people even when you don't
sense a great level of faith in yourself or in the people being
ministered to.

The Flow of Compassion

The Lord Jesus ministered out of deep compassion for people.
There are several instances where the Bible explicitly records that
the Lord Jesus was moved with compassion and He ministered to
people.

Here are a few examples:

Jesus had compassion on the multitudes (Matthew 9:36).

Jesus was moved with compassion and healed people (Matthew
14:14).

Jesus was moved with compassion and fed the multitudes (Matthew
15:32; Mark 8:2).

Jesus had compassion and healed the blind men (Matthew 20:34).
Jesus moved with compassion and healed the Leper (Mark 1:41).
The demoniac who was delivered was a demonstration of God's
compassion (Mark 5:19).
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Jesus taught the people out of compassion (Mark 6:34).

The demon possessed boy was delivered out of compassion
(Mark 9:22).

The widow at Nain (Luke 7:13).

Exceptions

[) Jesus was angered and grieved with the people in the house,
and He still proceeded to heal the paralyzed man (Mark
3:1-5).

2)  Jesus and His disciples did not appear very compassionate
with the Canaanite woman, and yet she received healing for
her daughter (Matthew 15:21-28).

3)  Jesus had just demonstrated righteous anger. And immediately
after that we see Him healing people! (Matthew 21:12-14).

Application

I)  We must increase in compassion for the sick, hurting and
oppressed.

2)  There is emotional “suffering” involved in the healing ministry,
as you feel compassion for the people who are sick and
hurting.

Jesus sighed or groaned in the spirit.

Mark 7:32-35

2Then they brought to Him one who was deaf and had an impediment in his
speech, and they begged Him to put His hand on him. * And He took him
aside from the multitude, and put His fingers in his ears, and He spat and
touched his tongue. ** Then, looking up to heaven, He sighed, and said to
him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” ** Immediately his ears were opened,
and the impediment of his tongue was loosed, and he spoke plainly.

Jesus groaned and wept.
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John 11:33-36

3 Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her
weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled. **And He said, “Where
have you laid him?” They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.” ** Jesus wept.
36 Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him!

3)  There will be times when you as a minister have no deep
feeling of compassion—and yet God because He is
compassionate—uses you to bring healing to someone.

4)  While we must always be compassionate, do not let the lack
of feeling compassion hold you back. Minister anyway,
because God always has compassion for people.

The Anointing of the Holy Spirit

We have emphasized the necessity of the power of the Holy Spirit
in ministering healing and deliverance. We know that the Lord Jesus
ministered by the power of the Spirit (Luke 4:14,17-18,36; John
3:34; Acts 10:38; Matthew 12:28; Hebrews 2:3,4). So we learn to
grow in the anointing and minister out of the anointing. We are
sensitive to the flowing of God’s Spirit and the flow of the anointing
of God, and yield to this when ministering healing and deliverance.

Similarly, we recognize the importance of those whom God
has specially called and anointed in certain areas. For example,
we know that God has anointed healing evangelists and workers of
miracles. We know that there are certain people anointed to
minister in certain ways and for specific kinds of needs as well.

We are also sensitive to the spiritual atmosphere that is
conducive to the flow of the anointing. We know that where there is
a lot of prayer, intense worship, great faith and a high level of
expectancy, we have a spiritual environment most conducive to the
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flow of God’s anointing and, for healings and miracles to happen.
Hence we try to create the right siritual atmosphere for the flow of
anointing.

Exceptions

What we have described above is the norm and we must learn to
desire for more of His anointing and help create a spiritual
environment that will help the flow of God's anointing. However,
there are exceptions to what we have just described. There are
times when God moves powerfully in environments that we may
consider “hostile” to the flow of God's anointing, or when we do
not feel very “anointed” ourselves. There are times when God uses
the one we least expect to work amazing miracles. He works through
someone we would not consider “anointed” or “gifted” to bring
healing and deliverance.

The Lord Jesus did not always have a great environment to
minister under the anointing. Often, He was surrounded by the
Pharisees, Scribes and the Sadducees. Many of them came
Questioning, ready to find fault or to argue. Yet we see that the
power of the Holy Spirit was with the Lord Jesus to minister healing,
even when He was surrounded by hostile people (Luke 5:17).

Most of the miracles Jesus did took place out in the dusty
streets and marketplaces. We may not consider these as very
spiritual environments and we may not feel very “anointed” if we
were ministering there. However, we note that the power of the
Holy Spirit flowed through Jesus right there out in the marketplaces,
in the middle of crowds pushing all around Him (Mark 5:30: Luke
6:19; 8:46).
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Application

)

The anointed person : God anoints people to bring healing
to the sick and oppressed. We need to pray for more power,
more compassion and more humility. We must come into a
place of greater anointing so that we can see greater healings
and deliverances. “God, I need more anointing.” Would you
be willing to pay the price (press in for more) and bear the
stigma of what it would cost to have more of the anointing?

The unrecognized person : There are times God can and will
use people whom we may not consider as “anointed” as
channels of His healing power. They simply minister in His
name, based on His Word and faith in His Word.

Feeling the anointing : There are times when we can have a
tangible feeling of the anointing and there are times we do
not feel anything. Whether there is feeling or no feeling, we
minister by faith.

Environment : There are times when we think the “environment”
is conducive for God's manifest presence and there are times
when there is “chaos,” and God's presence (anointing) still
manifests.

The Issue of Sin and Salvation

Every person Jesus ministered to before the Cross was unsaved
(unregenerate).

There is one incident when Jesus dealt with sin first and then

healed afterwards. Example, the healing of the paralytic (Mark 2:1-

12) where He first said, “Son, your sins are forgiven you™and then

said, "Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”
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There are other instances when Jesus healed first and then afterwards
dealt with the issue of sin and salvation (believing in Jesus). For
example, after healing the man beside the pool of Bethesda (John
5:1-14), Jesus said, “See, you have been made well. Sin no more,
lest aworse thing come upon you. " Similarly after healing the blind
man, Jesus led him to believe in the Son of God (John 9:1-7,35-38).

In all the rest of the cases, Jesus healed multitudes and there
is no record that He dealt with sin or the issue of salvation each
time, although He preached calling people to repent and believe.

We do not see Jesus in every situation attributing sickness to
some personal sin in the individual's life or in his ancestry. The
one recorded case where his disciples asked him about this was in
John 9. They asked Jesus, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?" . Jesus replied, “Neither this man
nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed
in him.”

The only sin that hindered the Lord Jesus from healing was
the sin of unbelief (Mark 6:5,6).
Application

I)  We should not attribute every sickness to some sin in the
individual's life (E.g., The blind man-John 9:1-7).

2) There are times when God heals even before the issue of sin
and salvation has been dealt with (E.g., The man beside the
pool of Bethesda-John 5:1-14).
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There may be times when God will specifically lead you to
deal with the issue of sin and salvation first, before healing
can manifest (E.g., The paralytic Mark 2:1-12). Be sensitive to
the Lord.

If God heals before the sin has been dealt with, reach out to
see the person experience the greatest of all miracles, the
experience of salvation. Where necessary, warn the person to
stay away from a sinful lifestyle.

The Methods Jesus Used

There was no specific process or method Jesus used to minister
healing and deliverance. He just did what He saw the Father do
(John 5:19).

In the Gospels, we see Jesus ministering in many different ways:

The laying on of hands

The word of command

Laying on of hands plus a word of command
Sick people touched Him

He had people act in faith: go wash in the pool, rise up and
walk, and so on.

He ministered healing through deliverance : Matthew 9:32,33
(dumb); 12:22 (blind & dumb) 17:15-18 (lunacy and suicidal
tendencies) Luke 13:10-13 (hunch back).

Unusual methods: spit, clay, finger in ears, touch the tongue,
Mark 7:33; Mark 8:23 John 9:6,7.

He healed from a distance
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He declared the work as done and told the person to go in
faith.

He sent His disciples to anoint with oil

Other methods not recorded for us (John 21:25)

Application

)

We recognize and equip ourselves in the most common ways
to minister healing and deliverance. When we minister, we
use any one of the common ways available to us.

However, we remain sensitive to the Lord’s guidance by His
Holy Spirit and do things differently when He guides us to do
SO.

We do not focus on any one method or process. We remember
that healing and deliverance comes from the Lord, and not
because of the method or process that is used to minister.
Even if we are very comfortable using a certain method
repeatedly, we learn to keep our eyes on the Lord and remain
yielded to His leading.

We teach people not to focus on the method or process but
on the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the Healer. We
must be careful not to make an ‘idol" out of a method or
process that God uses at a certain time (e.g., The bronze
serpent that was used at Moses' time to bring healing to people
in Numbers 21:9 which later became an object of worship 2
Kings 18:4)
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The Nature of Supernatural Healing

Whenever Jesus ministered healing and deliverance, we notice that
the miracles were :
e  Immediate : the miracle took place right then and there

e Complete : the individual was completely healed and
delivered

e Verifiable : people could check and see that the miracle
was genuine

e  Glorified God, not man : the focus was on God

This is our standard that we must attain to. We realize that
when we minister, we do not always see such results. However, we
must press in to see the same. But until we arrive there, we celebrate
every little step of progress we make!
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5

THE SECRET TO MINISTRY
AS DEMONSTRATED BY JESUS

There are four important *keys’ or ‘secrets’ to ministry as the Lord
Jesus demonstrated it.

Ministering out of intimacy and obedience

Ministering based on the finished work of the Cross
Ministering from a place of dominion and authority
Ministering through the presence and power of the Spirit

While we have covered these in previous chapters, we wish to
highlight these here as key areas in which we need to grow in and
minister out of. The deeper our roots in these areas, the stronger
our conviction about these, and the clearer our understanding of
these, the more powerful will be the work that is released through
us.

Key #l : Ministering Out of Intimacy and Obedience

We have discovered in an earlier chapter how the Lord Jesus walked
in a place of close fellowship with the Father. He also walked in
complete obedience to the Father. He did what He saw the Father
do, and taught what He learned from the Father.

Intimacy, obedience and fruitfulness are inseparable.

Intimacy is to be in a close fellowship, a place of abiding in Him
and He in us. The Lord Jesus calls us to this place of intimacy.
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John 15:4,5,7

*Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless
it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. ° “I am the
vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and | in him, bears much
fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. ” If you abide in Me, and My words
abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.

Intimacy is developed through spending time along with Him
in His presence in worship and prayer. We grow in intimacy as we
let His Word fill us and rule every sphere of our lives. We submit to
His Word in everything. Intimacy develops as we walk in obedience
to His commandments and do those things that please Him.

John 15:9,10

7 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. ' If you
keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as | have kept My
Father’s commandments and abide in His love.

True obedience is an expression of intimacy (love and
devotion).

John 14:15
“If you love Me, keep My commandments.

John 15:14
You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.

Obedience is an expression of our relationship with Him. We
love Him, we are His friends, hence we obey Him. When we are in
love with the Lord, obedience will be a normal way of life.

John 14:21

He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And
he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest
Myself to him.”
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John 14:23
If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and
We will come to him and make Our home with him.

When we walk in obedience, He then takes our relationship
to even deeper levels.

Obedience births deeper experience of His love ("I will love
him”), greater revelation of Him (“will manifest Myself to him")
and deeper intimacy with Him (“will make our home with him").

Our walk in intimacy and obedience is a life-long journey. It
is not about what we experienced last week, although we may have
had a great experience in His presence. It is where we are today,
where we are now. Do we continue to build on each level of
friendship, closeness, love and obedience in our relationship with
the Lord, as time goes by?

Here is what John G. Lake, a man greatly used by God in
healing and deliverance stated:

“Healing is basically a spiritual thing. The power that heals
the sick comes from God down through your spirit, out through
your hands into that man or woman. If you are having the right kind
of spiritual fellowship, you will have power with God, and there is
no escaping it.”

“This is true, that when we are in right communion and
fellowship with the Lord, there is not power enough in all hell to
put disease upon our little finger.”

[John G. Lake Sermons, edited by Gordon Lindsay. Published
by Christ for the Nations]
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Key #2 : Ministering Based on the Finished Work of
the Cross

Matthew 8:16,17

'* When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-
possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were
sick, " that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet,
saying: “He himself took our infirmities and bore our sicknesses.”

The Lord Jesus forgave sins, healed and delivered people
even before He went to the Cross. The Lord Jesus ministered based
on what He would accomplish on the Cross. He healed all who
were sick and cast out evil spirits on the basis of what His completed
work on the Cross would make available. What He did in the
Gospels before His actual death on the Cross was a foretaste of
the benefits of His finished work on the Cross.

When we face sickness and disease and confront demonic
powers, we must do so based on the finished work of Christ on the
Cross. Sin, sickness and satan were all dealt with on the Cross. Sin
was paid for, sickness was removed and satan was defeated. We
minister based on this completed work. The work has been done.
What is left is for us to receive it by faith and walk in it.

Key #3 : Ministering from a Place of Dominion and
Authority

Jesus was never threatened or intimidated by any demon or any
kind of disease. He never hesitated, but acted out of dominion and
authority in ministering healing and deliverance. He walked as
master over demons, disease and death. He knew these were
defeated enemies. He did not beg, did not cringe, did not plea,
did not complain, did not feel intimidated or threatened by sickness
or demonic powers. When situations went from bad to worse, as in
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the case of Jairus’ daughter who died while Jairus and Jesus were
still on the way, Jesus simply said, “Fear not, only believe.” Demons
cringed when they saw Jesus coming. They recognized Him as One
who had absolute mastery and authority over them. Demons cried
out, “Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth?
Did You come to destroy us? | know who You are—the Holy One
of God!" (Luke 4:34). The man possessed with a legion of demons
in the country of Gadarenes, who was fierce so that no one could
restrain him, when he saw Jesus, ran to Him, bowed down and
worshipped Him (Mark 5:6). When people saw the mastery with
which Jesus rebuked demon powers, they said “What a word this
is! For with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits,
and they come out.” (Luke 4:36).

The Lord Jesus has given us authority. "Behold, 1 give you the
authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you™ (Luke
10:19). We must also minister from a place of dominion and
authority. We need to know and be confident in the authority that is
ours in Christ.

We must not let the condition of sickness or disease or the
degree of demonization cause fear in our heart. We must not fear
retaliation or backlash. Fear cripples us. Fear is the opposite of
faith and fear opens the door. He promised that nothing will by any
means hurt us. “We know that whoever is born of God does not sin;
but he who has been born of God keeps himself, and the wicked
one does not touch him” (I John 5:18). We must operate with faith,
confident of the authority and dominion we have in the mighty name
of Jesus.
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Key #4 : Ministering Through the Presence and Power
of the Spirit

We have emphasized in previous chapters that Jesus operated with
the power of the Holy Spirit in ministering healing and deliverance.
He promised us the same power of the Holy Spirit to be His
witnesses. The Holy Spirit is all powerful. The Holy Spirit is Creator
(Psalm 104:30). The Holy Spirit gives life (Job 33:4). The Holy
Spirit Quickens our mortal bodies (Romans 8:11). The power of
the Holy Spirit flows through us to bring healing and deliverance.

We must have faith and rely on His presence and power to
make people whole.
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6

ANSWERS TO COMMON QUESTIONS
ON SICKNESS AND HEALING

There are several passages in the Bible that are often misunderstood
and used as a basis for tolerating sickness and other demonic
works. In this chapter we take a look at some of these and provide
insight on understanding these. We must keep in mind that all
Scripture must be interpreted in the light of the rest of Scripture
and in the light of the Person of Jesus Christ. Everything we know
about God must align itself to what is seen and heard through God
who became flesh, Jesus Christ. Anything that we claim to understand
about God that is not aligned to what Jesus said and did, can be
Questioned and discarded. Jesus Christ is perfect theology, the Word
who became flesh.

Paul’s Thorn

2 Corinthians 12:7-10

7 And lest | should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the
revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to
buffet me, lest | be exalted above measure. ® Concerning this thing I pleaded
with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. > And He said to me,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of
Christ may rest upon me. " Therefore | take pleasure in infirmities, in
reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For
when | am weak, then | am strong.

The apostle Paul indeed received abundance of revelations.
In addition to his many personal experiences, visitations and being
taken up to the third heavens, Paul understood and wrote much of
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the New Testament revelation. Lest Paul would get puffed with pride,
God permitted “a thorn in the flesh.” Now many speculate what
this “thorn in the flesh” was. Some say it was sickness, an eye
problem, hand problem. However the apostle states it was “a
messenger (Greek angelos = angel) of satan.” Paul states clearly
that the thorn in the flesh was a messenger of satan. The word
messenger in the Greek, is the same word used for angel, and for
example is used in “the angel of the church,” in the book of
Revelation, chapters 2 and 3, when the Lord addressed each church.
The messenger of satan hence was a spiritual being that constantly
opposed Paul in his ministry “to buffet” (meaning to strike
repeatedly) him. In the previous chapter, 