The Lap of Delilah
(How The Enemy Renders Us Powerless)
Sunday September 14, 2008
Sounding an alarm

The Story of Samson, one of the faith heroes (Hebrews 11:32)

Samson's birth, calling and consecration

Judges 13:3-5

3 And the Angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, "Indeed now, you are barren and
have borne no children, but you shall conceive and bear a son.

4 Now therefore, please be careful not to drink wine or similar drink, and not to eat anything unclean.

5 For behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. And no razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall
be a Nazirite to God from the womb; and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.”

Samson’s unusual anointing

Judges 13:24,25
24 So the woman bore a son and called his name Samson; and the child grew, and the LORD blessed him.
25 And the Spirit of the LORD began to move upon him at Mahaneh Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol.

Judges 14:6

And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and he tore the lion apart as one would have torn
apart a young goat, though he had nothing in his hand. But he did not tell his father or his mother what he
had done.

Judges 14:19

Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon him mightily, and he went down to Ashkelon and killed thirty of
their men, took their apparel, and gave the changes of clothing to those who had explained the riddle. So
his anger was aroused, and he went back up to his father's house.

Three hundred foxes

Jdg 15:14 When he came to Lehi, the Philistines came shouting against him. Then the Spirit of the LORD
came mightily upon him; and the ropes that were on his arms became like flax that is burned with fire, and
his bonds broke loose from his hands.

Jdg 15:15 He found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, reached out his hand and took it, and killed a thousand
men with it.

Miraculous supply of water

Jdg 15:20 And he judged Israel twenty years in the days of the Philistines.

Judges 16: 3 And Samson lay low till midnight; then he arose at midnight, took hold of the doors of the

gate of the city and the two gateposts, pulled them up, bar and all, put them on his shoulders, and carried
them to the top of the hill that faces Hebron.

Samson’s Downfall

Judges 16:4-21

How the enemy renders us powerless

1, An Entrance Gained
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Judges 16

4 Afterward it happened that he loved a woman in the Valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah.

5 And the lords of the Philistines came up to her and said to her, "Entice him, and find out where his great
strength lies, and by what means we may overpower him, that we may bind him to afflict him; and every
one of us will give you eleven hundred pieces of silver."

Eph 4:27 nor give place to the devil.

1 Peter 5:8,9

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking
whom he may devour.

9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your
brotherhood in the world.

2 Co 2:11 lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.

Gen 4:7
If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its
desire is for you, but you should rule over it."

2, Becoming Vulnerable

16 And it came to pass, when she pestered him daily with her words and pressed him, so that his soul was
vexed to death,

17 that he told her all his heart, and said to her, "No razor has ever come upon my head, for I have been a
Nazirite to God from my mother's womb. If I am shaven, then my strength will leave me, and I shall
become weak, and be like any other man."

Samson’s confidence in previous victories
1 Co 10:12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.

Satan’s repeated attacks

James 1:14,15

14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.

15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings
forth death.

3, Being Lulled to sleep (The Lap of Delilah)

19 Then she lulled him to sleep on her knees, and called for a man and had him shave off the
seven locks of his head. Then she began to torment him, and his strength left him.

20 And she said, "The Philistines are upon you, Samson!" So he awoke from his sleep, and said,
"T will go out as before, at other times, and shake myself free!" But he did not know that the
LORD had departed from him.

The Lap of Delilah. This is a tragic place to be — we are in a place of spiritual "stupor”,
asleep, and our spiritual strength is being drained out — and we do not realize it. We
don’t know that it is happening!

For some of us the lap of Delilah could be a place of Compromise
We are trying to walk the middle ground of pleasing God and pleasing self.
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We are trying to walk the middle ground of pleasing God and pleasing the world.

The tragedy is that many believers disassociate from unbelievers and still carry the same values
and lifestyle as the unbelievers.

Jas 4:4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity
with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

2Ti 4:10 for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world

Ephesians 5:11-16

11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.

12 For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret.

13 But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes manifest
is light.

14 Therefore He says: "Awake, you who sleep, Arise from the dead, And Christ will give you
light."

15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,

16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

For some of us the lap of Delilah could be a place of Complacency

Lack of hunger for God
Heb 2:1
Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away.

Isa 64:7 And there is no one who calls on Your name, Who stirs himself up to take hold of You;

For some of us the lap of Delilah could be the Cares of this world

Mar 4:19
and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering
in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.

1 Timothy 6:9,10

9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and
harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.

10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith
in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

Colossians 3:1,2

1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting
at the right hand of God.

2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.

We must engage the world. We are called to be salt and light in the world. However, be in the
world, but don't let the world be in you!
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Let’s Examine ourselves, Let’s allow the Lord to put His finger on our lives

2 Corinthians 13:5
Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.

Psa 26:2 Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; Try my mind and my heart.
Psa 139:23,24

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, and know my anxieties;
24 And see if there is any wicked way in me, And lead me in the way everlasting.
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Sermon Notes

Watch our online Sunday Church service live stream every Sunday at 10:30am (Indian Time, GMT+5:30).

Spirit filled, anointed worship, Word and ministry for healing, miracles, and deliverance.
YOUTUBE: https://youtube.com/allpeopleschurchbangalore
WEBSITE: https://apcwo.org/live

Our other websites and free resources:

CHURCH: https://apcwo.org

FREE SERMONS: https://apcwo.org/resources/sermons

FREE BOOKS: https://apcwo.org/books/english

DAILY DEVOTIONALS: https://apcwo.org/resources/daily-devotional
JESUS CHRIST: https://examiningjesus.com

BIBLE COLLEGE: https://apcbiblecollege.org

E-LEARNING: https://apcbiblecollege.org/elearn

WEEKEND SCHOOLS: https://apcwo.org/ministries/weekend-schools
COUNSELING: https://chrysalislife.org

MUSIC: https://apcmusic.org

MINISTERS FELLOWSHIP: https://pamfi.org

CHURCH APP: https://apcwo.org/app

CHURCHES: https://apcwo.org/ministries/churches

WORLD MISSIONS: https://apcworldmissions.org
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