Rediscovering Community
Sunday August 10, 2008

The Christian Faith a personal relationship with God, a personal experience and growth — yet
meant to be lived out in the context of a community of believers.

The Church — the Body of Christ — a spiritual body, yet its expressions takes the form of local
churches and local community of believers who live and share their life in Jesus together.

Hebrews 10:24,25

24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,

25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

Acts 2:44-47

44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common (Gr. koinos),

45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.

46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate
their food with gladness and simplicity of heart,

47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who
were being saved.

While we understand that Acts 2:44-47 describes a special situation surrounding the outpouring
that took place on the Day of Pentecost, there are essential principles that we can draw and

apply.

The Greek koinonia meaning a "communion, fellowship, sharing in common" (from koinos,
"common").

The power of community

(1) Prayer power

Matthew 18:18-20

18 "Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven.

19 "Again I say to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they ask, it will be done
for them by My Father in heaven.

20 For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the midst of them."

supernatural community, a community of faith, a community that will be naturally supernatural

(2) Helps develop maturity in the safe environment of a family

1 John 2:12,13

12 I write to you, little children (infant), Because your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake.

13 I write to you, fathers, Because you have known Him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young
men, Because you have overcome the wicked one. I write to you, little children (young child, boy or girl),
Because you have known the Father.

Personal experience

2 Corinthians 12:14
14 Now for the third time I am ready to come to you. And I will not be burdensome to you; for I do not
seek yours, but you. For the children ought not to lay up for the parents, but the parents for the children.

(3) More can get done through community that through an individual
An individual can disciple an individual, a community can disciple a community (a city)
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(4) Mutual strength and support

2 Thessalonians 1:3,4

3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows
exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other,

4 so that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your
persecutions and tribulations that you endure,

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

Practical Application

(1) Cell Groups

Philemon 1:1-7

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved friend and fellow
laborer,

2 to the beloved Apphia, Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I thank my God, making mention of you always in my prayers,

5 hearing of your love and faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints,

6 that the sharing of your faith may become effective by the acknowledgment of every good thing which is
in you in Christ Jesus.

7 For we have great joy and consolation in your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed
by you, brother.

Current status: (A)Groups of 12 (B)Meet once a week (C)Fellowship, discuss the Sunday morning
message (D)Raise up leaders. Next CG Leaders Training: If you are a member of APC, would like
to lead a CG, please meet Ps. Ullhas D'Souza.

(2) Pray and worship together and edify each other

Ephesians 5:18-21

18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,

19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your
heart to the Lord,

20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

21 submitting to one another in the fear of God.

(3) Ministering to one another

Romans 12:13-16

13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.

15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.

16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the
humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.

Galatians 6:10
Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of
faith.

(4) Ministering together
1 Timothy 5:1-16 church take care of widows indeed.

Romans 15:25,26

25 But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the saints.

26 For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor among the
saints who are in Jerusalem.

Pastoral Wisdom
(1) Guard the inner circle
(2) Do not neglect Spouse and family
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(3) Do not override parental authority

(4) Do not abuse relationships

2 Thessalonians 3:6-15

6 But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every
brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us.

7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow us, for we were not disorderly among you;

8 nor did we eat anyone's bread free of charge, but worked with labor and toil night and day, that we
might not be a burden to any of you,

9 not because we do not have authority, but to make ourselves an example of how you should follow us.
10 For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not work, neither shall he
eat.

11 For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working at all, but
are busybodies.

12 Now those who are such we command and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ that they work in
quietness and eat their own bread.

13 But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good.

14 And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company with
him, that he may be ashamed.

15 Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

(5) Please walk in accountability
I entrust you with freedom and responsibility, and in return I ask for accountability (good
stewardship).

Hebrews 13:17
Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must
give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.

(6) If things go wrong, if there are things that are out-of-hand, please inform the

church leadership
Matthew 18:15-17
15 "Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he
hears you, you have gained your brother.
16 But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that 'BY THE MOUTH OF TWO OR THREE
WITNESSES EVERY WORD MAY BE ESTABLISHED.'
17 And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be
to you like a heathen and a tax collector.

(Sam’s testimony)

Abound more and more

1 Thessalonians 4:9,10

9 But concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to you, for you yourselves are taught
by God to love one another;

10 and indeed you do so toward all the brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, that
you increase more and more;
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Sermon Notes

Watch our online Sunday Church service live stream every Sunday at 10:30am (Indian Time, GMT+5:30).

Spirit filled, anointed worship, Word and ministry for healing, miracles, and deliverance.
YOUTUBE: https://youtube.com/allpeopleschurchbangalore
WEBSITE: https://apcwo.org/live

Our other websites and free resources:

CHURCH: https://apcwo.org

FREE SERMONS: https://apcwo.org/resources/sermons

FREE BOOKS: https://apcwo.org/books/english

DAILY DEVOTIONALS: https://apcwo.org/resources/daily-devotional
JESUS CHRIST: https://examiningjesus.com

BIBLE COLLEGE: https://apcbiblecollege.org

E-LEARNING: https://apcbiblecollege.org/elearn

WEEKEND SCHOOLS: https://apcwo.org/ministries/weekend-schools
COUNSELING: https://chrysalislife.org

MUSIC: https://apcmusic.org

MINISTERS FELLOWSHIP: https://pamfi.org

CHURCH APP: https://apcwo.org/app

CHURCHES: https://apcwo.org/ministries/churches

WORLD MISSIONS: https://apcworldmissions.org
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