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So, if you wish to receive salvation, then this is definitely the
prayer you must pray:_

Jesus said that if you confess your sins and repent, then you
will “ [go] home JUSTIFIED before God” (Lk. 18:14).

Justification

Justification takes place the moment the individual has faith
in Christ (Rom. 4:2; 5:1).

Justification involves two main aspects:

e It involves the pardon and removal of all sins and the
end of separation from God (Acts 13:39; Rom. 4:6-7;
5:9-11; 2 Cor. 5:19).

e Italsoinvolves God clothing us with His righteousness,
and declaring that we’re now entitled to “all the
blessings promised to the just.”



Forgiveness of God (Soteriology )

We must ‘believe’ these two truths:
e At the moment of salvation, God forgives ALL our sins
—past, present, and future!

e Atthe moment of salvation, God declares us righteous
and gives us access to a whole lot of blessings.

Those who BELIEVE they’re justified, see themselves
as ‘SAINTS’ not ‘SINNERS’

If | believe that God has really forgiven and forgotten my
sins, | won'’t pray to Him like an unforgiven sinner anymore.
| will instead pray with the confidence of a child requesting
his father for his needs.

God'’s Kind of Forgiveness

Read Aloud:

Eph. 1:7: In Him we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God'’s grace.

In this verse, the Greek word used for ‘forgiveness’ is
‘aphesin.” This word literally means “to let go, release” or
“send away.” The noun form is used in Ephesians 1:7 where
it stresses the believer’s sins have been forgiven or sent
away because of the riches of God’s grace as revealed in the
death of Christ.

If we refuse to believe that we’re completely forgiven, it
would mean that we think:

e That God is lying.

e That God is constantly thinking about the sinful things
we’ve done in the past, and of the sins that we're
going to commit in the future.
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e That God’s grace is not big enough, or rich enough, to
be able to forgive and forget what we’ve done.

We must choose to believe that God has forgiven and
forgotten our sins.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Note: All discussion questions must be answered by the
children, and NOT by the teacher. The guidelines given here
are only meant to assist the teacher during the discussion.

At the time of salvation, does God forgive only the sins we
have committed up to that time? Or does He forgive even
future sins?

Col. 2:13 explains that God forgives all our sins—including
past, present and future sins.

e Col. 2:13: When you were dead in your sins and in the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with
Christ. He forgave us all our sins ...

1 Jn. 1:8-9: “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins,
He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify
us from all unrighteousness.”

If all my sins are already forgiven, then why am | told to
regularly confess my sins to God?

At the time of salvation, God forgave all my sins because
Jesus paid the punishment for my sins. On that day, God
forgave me and declared me righteous. So my salvation is
secure.



Forgiveness of God (Soteriology)

However, even after salvation, | sometimes end up sinning
against God. Sin contaminates me and ‘distracts’ me away
from God.

e Forinstance, if I've lied to my parents, | won’t be able
to hear clearly from God until | have repented of my
sin.

e If I'm holding a grudge against a classmate, I'll not be
able to experience God’s love fully until | change my
attitude.

e If | watch something sinful on TV, | won’t feel
comfortable spending time with God until I've
repented.

In this way, sin blocks me from enjoying closeness with
God. Confessing my sins daily, helps me to get rid of all such
blockages and maintain a close friendship with God.

So I don’t confess my sins daily to preserve my salvation (It’s
already secured). | do it simply to maintain a close fellowship
with God.

e |[t’slike twofriends clearing up the differences between
them, so that they can enjoy a closer friendship.

If | think of myself as a sinner (instead of a saint), doesn’t
that make me a more humble person? Doesn’t it make me
like the Tax Collector whom Jesus praised?

At the time of salvation, it’s important to admit that I'm a
sinful person who cannot save myself, and that | need Jesus
to take pity on me and forgive me of my sins. This is exactly
what the sinful tax collector did.
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However after salvation if | continue to call myself a ‘sinner’,
it means that | think:

e That God didn’t really forgive me (and so I’'m not really
righteous).

e That His mercy and grace is not big enough to cover
sins as big as mine ... In other words, God is too small
and narrow-minded to be able to forgive me.

e That God doesn’t think of me as His righteous child,
but as a sinful heathen.

If we believe these lies, it doesn’t show that we’re humble.
It simply shows that we think God is a liar!

APPLICATION

Failure to believe in God’s total forgiveness, harms us in
two ways:

e First, we can’t approach God confidently.

e Second, we’re not able to exercise the great spiritual
authority given to us.

1. Approach God Confidently

e We don’t need to be scared of God, like sinners who
cannot be sure whether their prayers will be answered
or not.

e We can go to God confidently, fully believing that we're

“God’s favourite child,” and he’ll give us the best!

Remember:

e God just wants true repentance.



Forgiveness of God (Soteriology )

e If we truly make a commitment to turn our back on a
particular sin and not repeat it, God forgives us—even
if it’s the worst sin on earth.

In other words, the next time we go to the Lord in prayer, He
looks at us as if we have never sinned!

2. Exercise Spiritual Authority

Satan reminds us of past sins to keep us feeling like failures.
As long as we feel this way, we’re unable to exercise our
God-given spiritual authority to overcome obstacles and
fulfill God’s purposes for our lives.

On the other hand:

e If | truly believe that I'm forgiven, | can command
sickness to leave my mind, in Jesus’ Name ... and it will
leave.

e When I'm confident that I've been forgiven, | can
boldly speak to the ‘mountains’ in my life ... and see
all my problems resolved.

e If I know I’'m forgiven, it gives me the confidence to
withstand temptation and successfully overcome it.

Those who see themselves as sinful failures are unable to
confidently exercise their spiritual authority.

Reflect on these truths and apply them to your own life this
week.

\y CLOSE WITH PRAYER
A
I AR SN
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Life After Death (Doctrine of
Eschatology)

KRR

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

e To teach what the Bible says about Heaven and Hell.

e To urge children to check whether their decision for
Christ was genuine or not.

SCRIPTURE PORTION

Lam. 4:19; Deut. 10:14; 1 Kin. 8:27; Mt. 17:3-4; Mk. 9:43; Lk.
12:47-48, 16:23-24; Jn. 14:2; 1 Cor. 15:51-52; 2 Cor. 12:2, 1
Thes. 4:13, Heb. 12:1; 2 Pet. 2:4, Rev. 20:2-3, 13-15 (Heaven
and Hell)

MEMORY VERSE
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Jn. 14:2: My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not
so, would | have told you that | am going there to prepare a
place for you?



Life After Death (Doctrine of Eschatology)

Materials Needed:

e Two signs depicting "HEAVEN" and "HELL" and an
arrow sign.

LESSON 6

e Aclear large glass (it must be round).
e Ajug of water.

e Adish cloth.

 f RECAP

e What did we learn about last week?

e Failure to believe in God'’s total forgiveness, harms us
in two ways. What are they?

e Did you exercise your spiritual authority this week?
Give examples.

e Recite the Memory Verse for last week (Eph. 1:7)

INTRODUCTION

The word Eschatology literally means “Study of Last Things”:

e

e [t studies the intermediate and ultimate state of both
the righteous and the wicked, and

e |t studies the various events that lead up to the final
establishment of the Kingdom of God (including
Christ's second coming, the resurrection of the body,
the final judgment, etc).

In this session, we’ll specifically study about man’s ultimate
dwelling place—heaven or hell.
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Note to the Facilitator

Doctrine of Eschatology is a vast and complex topic, filled
with many controversies. Therefore, we’ll deal with only the

following aspects in brief:

Primary Level

Heaven, Hell and the New Jerusalem

Two stages of the Second Coming—Rapture and Rule
on Earth

Resurrection of Believers and Unbelievers
Judgment of Believers and Unbelievers

How to prepare ourselves for Jesus’ Return

Junior Level

e Detailed description of Heaven / Hell

(Including Third Heaven, Temporary and Permanent
Hell)

e Brief Outline of End Time events

(From the Creation of Israel State—the latter part of
the Tribulation)

Preparing ourselves for Jesus’ Return

Senior Level
e Preparing for the Second Coming (Parable of
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Unprepared Servant)

Judgment Seat of Christ and Great White Throne
Judgment
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o2

Levels of Rewards for Believers

- Levels of Punishment for Unbelievers

e Brief Outline of End Time events
(From the latter part of the Tribulation—the creation
of a New Heaven and Earth)

- Preparing ourselves to rule in the Millennial Kingdom
(Parable of Talents)

ATTENTION GETTER

Activity: The Arrow
(Taken from Kids Bibleland.)

Set up the signs, arrow, water and empty glass as shown in
the picture below.

Explain:

As Christians, we believe
that the purpose of our =
lives is to choose to live H
with Jesus in Heaven for
all eternity. However, }
if you look at the signs
that | have on the table,
you will see there is a
problem. (Display the two signs and the arrow pointing to
Hell). You see, the arrow is pointing in the wrong direction.
This is because we all have sin in our lives and Romans 3:23
tells us, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God.”
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Romans 6:23 tells us that the wages of sin is death, which is
to be eternally separated from God. If we do not turn away
from our sin, and go God's way, we could eventually find
ourselves in Hell. Fortunately, the above verse goes on to
tell us, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

I'm going to show you what happens in a person's life, the
moment they ask Jesus to be their Lord. God wants our
lives to be clean vessels, like this glass. (Hold up the glass
and inspect it for cleanliness). | will place this glass in front
of the arrow. As you can see, the arrow still points toward
"HELL." (Place the empty glass just in front of the arrow
sign).

Cleaning our lives doesn’t get us to heaven

Maybe if | clean the glass it will help me get to Heaven. (Clean
the glass with a dish cloth.) | can do that in my own life
by going to church, reading my Bible and by being real
good! That should get me to Heaven, shouldn'tit? Look, I'm
putting the glass back in front of the sign. (Place the empty
glass in front of the arrow sign again.)

Oh no! The arrow still points to hell and | don't want to go
there! It seems that no matter how ‘clear and clean’ our
lives are, without Jesus in our lives we are not only empty
inside, but we are headed for an eternity in Hell. The Bible
says that none of our good deeds can please God and earn
us Salvation!
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Only Jesus ‘in’ Us can make the difference

The water in this jug
represents Jesus,
because it is pure 8
and clean. (Hold up
the water jug.) Let's
see what happens
when we pray and
ask Jesus to forgive
all our sins and come into our lives. (Pour water into the
glass until it is full.)

Look, the direction of the arrow has changed to point toward
Heaven! This illusion shows us a truth that can change our
lives forever. If we ask Jesus to forgive our sins, 1 John 1:9
says, “ ... He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

Jesus forgives our sin and grants us eternal life. He writes
our names in His Book of Life and changes our eternal
destination in an instant.

Explanatory Note: This illusion is based on the principle of
refraction where light is "bent" through a lens. When water
is added to the round bottle, we make the bottle into a
lens. The light rays from the arrow are bent and so we see
a reversed image of the arrow, and this is the effect that we
see.

Today we’ll look into what the Bible says about Heaven and
Hell.
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TEACHING CONTENT

HEAVEN

Some people teach that heaven has many layers. And
depending on how spiritual we are, we’ll be sent to the
different layers. But this is a wrong teaching!

This wrong teaching mistakenly started with 2 Cor. 12:2
where Paul said that he was “caught up to the third heaven.”
The correct Biblical teaching about heaven is as follows:

Atmospheric Heaven: Lam. 4:19 says, “Our pursuers were
swifter than the eagles of the heavens.” This verse is simply
referring to the atmosphere surrounding the earth; it refers
to the sky in which eagles fly. It does NOT refer to the heaven
where God’s children will live after death.

Celestial Heaven: In the Bible, Heaven is also used to
describe the celestial realm—the realm of sun, moon, stars,
and planets. God created the universe (Gen. 1:1; Ps. 33:6),
placing these lights in the heaven (Gen. 1:14).

Dwelling Place of God: Finally, Heaven is used to describe
the place where God’s throne dwells. In the Old Testament,
people used words like “highest heaven” (Deut. 10:14) and
“heaven of heavens” (1 Kin. 8:27) to describe this third
heaven.

Paul on the other hand simply used the term “third heaven.”
He was trying to explain that he wasn’t just taken into the sky
(first heaven) or into outer space (second heaven). Rather,
God took him into heaven itself to show him secret things.
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Our Dwelling Place

God will prepare a place for us in the third heaven, so that
we can live with Him forever.

Jn. 14:2: My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were
not so, would | have told you that | am going there to
prepare a place for you?

The eternal dwelling places in the Father’s house are taken
from the imagery of Jewish family life. When a son married,
he added an apartment to his father’s house, and the son
and his bride took up residence in the father’s household.
Believers will enjoy that same family fellowship in the
Father’s household in heaven.

HELL

It’s very important to know that God never created hell for
people. It was created for satan and his demons.

e Mt. 25:41: Then He will say to those on his left, ‘Depart
from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels.

However, through their sinfulness, people choose to share
hell with the demons. God wants people to repent and turn
to Jesus, so that they don’t have to suffer in a hell which was
originally created for demons.

The original Bible, which was written in Greek, uses five
different words to refer to hell. We'll study all these five
words, so that we can gain a clearer picture of hell.
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1. Hades: ('Sheol' in Hebrew)

In the Bible, the most common word used to describe hell
is ‘Hades’.

e Lk. 16:23: In Hades, where he was in torment, he
looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by
his side.

This is the place that the rich man went to after death. All
those who reject God go to Hades.

On Judgment Day, God will order all the people in Hades
to come and stand before Him to be judged. Some will be
assigned more severe punishments than others.

o Lk. 12:47-48: The servant who knows the master’s
will and does not get ready or does not do what the
master wants will be beaten with many blows. But the
one who does not know and does things deserving
punishment will be beaten with few blows.

After judgment is passed, Hades itself, and all the people
belonging to it, will be thrown into the Lake of Fire.

e Rev. 20:13-15: The sea gave up the dead that were in
it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in
them, and each person was judged according to what
they had done. Then death and Hades were thrown
into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second
death. Anyone whose name was not found written in
the Book of Life was thrown into the lake of fire.

In other words, Hades is a temporary hell—it’s a holding
place where God is holding the unrighteous for future
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judgment. Once this judgment is passed, people will be
thrown into the permanent hell, which is the Lake of Fire.

2. Gehenna (Lake of Fire):

So, the Lake of Fire is the ultimate destination of the
unrighteous. They will have to suffer there forever and ever.
In some places, Jesus used the word ‘gehenna’ to describe
this permanent hell.

e Mk. 9:43: If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it
off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with
two hands to go into [gehenna], where the fire never

goes out.

3. Abyss (Tartarus):

The deepest part of the Lake of Fire is called the Abyss or
Tartarus.

Currently, there’s a huge demonic army living in the abyss,
where they have been imprisoned.

e 2 Pet. 2:4: For if God did not spare angels when they
sinned, but sent them to [Tartarus], putting them in
chains of darkness to be held for judgment ...

Satan too will be locked away in this place for a while

e Rev. 20:2-3: He seized the dragon, that ancient
serpent, who is the devil, or satan, and bound him
for a thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss,
and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from
deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand
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years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a
short time.

Satan and his demons will be temporarily released from the
abyss for a short duration, so that they can fight a battle
against God and be utterly defeated. After this, they will be
returned to the Lake of Fire, where they will be tormented
forever and ever (Rev. 20:10).

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Note: All discussion questions must be answered by the
children, and NOT by the teacher. The guidelines given here
are only meant to assist the teacher during the discussion.

Will each believer be given a big bungalow in heaven?
This belief shows how worldly Christians are in their thinking!

e Jn. 14:2 says, “My Father’s house has many rooms
(Greek word—monai) ...”

e In. 14:23 says, “My Father will love them, and we will
come to them and make our home (Greek word—
monen) with them.”

The Greek word ‘mone’ simply means “dwelling place.”

Jesus said that the Father will love me so deeply that He'll
be willing to make His dwelling-place inside my life! God is
not interested in building a big bungalow inside my heart ...
His focus is on being close to me. What an amazing thing
that God should want me that much!

Jesus expects us to be equally eager about being close to
Him. So He promises that in heaven, our dwelling place will
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be with him. He is NOT talking about big bungalows. He
believes we’ll be more excited about being with Him rather
than with living in a big bungalow.

To conclude, the word ‘mone’ simply talks about a dwelling
place which could either be a room or a small apartment.
The focus of these two verses is not on the ‘size’ and ‘status’
of the house ... the focus is on getting as close to a person
as possible.

It’s like two sisters who love each other so much that they
decide to build houses right next to each other. The size and
status of the houses doesn’t matter ... it’s enough for them
that they can be right next to each other.

Do you think we’ll be able to recognize family members
and friends in heaven?

In Luke 16:19-31, Abraham, Lazarus and the rich man were
all recognizable after death. At the transfiguration, Moses
and Elijah were recognizable (Matthew 17:3-4). In these
examples, the Bible does seem to indicate that we will be
recognizable after death.

1Thes. 4:13 says, “ ... we do not want you to be uninformed
about those who sleep in death ... ”

1 Cor. 15:51-52 says, “ ... We will not all sleep, but we will
all be changed ... For the trumpet will sound, the dead will
be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.”

Are these verses saying that dead people will go into a
deep sleep, and wake up only at Christ’s Second Coming?
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In 2 Cor. 5:8 Paul says that he “... would prefer to be away
from the body and at home with the Lord.” Paul doesn’t
suggest that he’ll go into a deep sleep after dying.

Similarly, in Lk. 16:24, Jesus described the rich man as
suffering in agony in hell. He was not in a deep sleep, waiting
for judgment day.

So it’s only the physical dead body that ‘sleeps’—not the
spirit of the person. At Christ’s Second Coming, the sleeping
physical body of the believer will be transformed into a
glorified body.

Heb. 12:1 says, “... since we are surrounded by such a great
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders
and the sin that so easily entangles ...

Does this mean people in heaven are looking down and
watching us all the time?

Hebrews chapter 11 records many people whom God
commended for their faith. It is these people who are the
“cloud of witnesses.” They are “witnesses” not in that they
are watching us, but rather in that they have set an example
for us. They are witnesses for Christ and God and truth.
There is no verse in the Bible indicating that people are
watching us from heaven.

APPLICATION

A simple decision that we make here on earth determines
where we’ll be for the rest of eternity. This is why so many
people are eager to put up their hands when an Altar Call
is given.
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9

4

However, the decision to simply repeat a salvation prayer
does not take us to heaven. It’s the decision to trust in Jesus,
take up the Cross and follow Him, that takes us to heaven. So
a salvation prayer is valid only if it involves a child-like trust
in Jesus, choosing to obey Him and follow Him wherever He
takes them.

Jesus did not go from town to town crying, “Say the Salvation
Prayer” He went about preaching, “Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven has come near” (Mt. 4:17).

A person saying the salvation prayer with a repentant heart
will not be rejected by Jesus. To be repentant is simply to
decide that | don’t wish to sin against God anymore. So | ask
Jesus to forgive me and help me start afresh—that through
Him | can start living a holy and clean life.

Reflect on the decision that you have made.

Were you repentant about your sinfulness?

Did you wish to leave your sinful past behind and live for
Jesus alone?

If this was your attitude when you said the salvation prayer,
your name is definitely in the Lamb’s Book of Life!

Share with others the Good News (of Jesus’ forgiveness
and promise of a new life) so that they too can join you in
heaven.

CLOSE WITH PRAYER

IR
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The Rapture and Tribulation

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

e To explain the concept of the Rapture to children.

KRR

e To briefly outline the events of the Tribulation Period.

SCRIPTURE PORTION

Gen. 5:18-27; Jer. 30:3; 1 Thes. 4:17; 2 Thes. 2:6-7; Dan.
9:27; Rev. 6-12 (The End Times).

MEMORY VERSE

Mt. 24:44: So you also must be ready, because the Son of
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect Him.

@? RECAP

e What did we learn about last week?

e Why did Paul use the term “third heaven”? Are there
really three heavens?
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e This week, were you able to share the Salvation
Message of Jesus with anyone?

e Recite the Memory Verse for last week (Jn. 14:2).

INTRODUCTION

There is much debate on the End Times in Christian circles.
Some believe that Christ’s return will be immediately
followed by the resurrection of all people and the judgment.
Others believe that Christ’s return will be followed by a 1000
year rule on earth, which is then followed by judgment. And
then there are further variations of these two basic outlooks.

We at All Peoples Church (APC) believe that the Second
Coming of Jesus takes place in two stages—including the
Rapture and the Establishment of the Millennial Rule on
earth (Kindly refer to the APC Statement of Faith—Points
12 and 13).

ATTENTION GETTER

Activity: The ‘NOT’ People

Read Aloud:

(The children can take turns reading one verse each.)

Gen. 5:18-27: Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years,
and begot Enoch. After he begot Enoch, Jared lived eight
hundred years, and had sons and daughters. So all the days
of Jared were nine hundred and sixty-two years; and he
died.
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Enoch lived sixty-five years, and begot Methuselah. After he
begot Methuselah, Enoch walked with God three hundred
years, and had sons and daughters. So all the days of Enoch
were three hundred and sixty-five years. And Enoch walked
with God; and he was not, for God took him.

Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven years, and
begot Lamech. After he begot Lamech, Methuselah lived
seven hundred and eighty-two years, and had sons and
daughters. So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred
and sixty-nine years; and he died.

Jared ‘begot’ (gave birth to) whom? Name the son of Jared
(v.18).

Enoch

What happened to Jared after he became 962 years old
(v.20)?
He died

Enoch ‘begot’ (gave birth to) whom? Name the son of
Enoch (v.21).

Methuselah

Methuselah was the oldest man who ever lived. How old
was he when he died? (v.27)?

969 years!

What happened to Methuselah after he became 969 years
old (v.27)?

He died
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Methuselah’s father was Enoch. What happened to Enoch
after he became 365 years old (v.23-24)?

Verse 24 simply says, “And Enoch walked with God; and he
was not, for God took him”.

Why do you think the Bible says, “He was not, for God took
him.” Why doesn’t it simply say, “He died, and so God took
him”?

Enoch didn’t die. He simply disappeared from the earth
when God took him. This is why we don’t see the word
‘died’ mentioned.

A church in the USA depicted Enoch’s disappearance in this
way:

(Middle Town Bible Church Sunday School Materials)

Where is

Enoch? q/

Earth

Enoch \\

He walked with God God took him
Firsthewasthere................. then he was not!
TEACHING CONTENT

Whatever happened to Enoch long ago, will happen once
again to a whole lot of people. At the time of Jesus’ Second
Coming, if you and | are still alive on the earth, it’ll happen
even to us.

Today we’ll briefly look at some of the major events that the
Bible has prophesied will take place in the end days.
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1. FORMATION of the STATE of ISRAEL

One of the most important signs showing we have entered
the End Times is the formation of Israel as an independent
country.

e Jer. 30:3: “The days are coming,” declares the Lord,
“when | will bring my people Israel and Judah back
from captivity and restore them to the land | gave
their ancestors to possess, says the Lord.

This promise of God was fulfilled when Israel miraculously
defeated 7 stronger nations and established its
independence in 1973.

2. RAPTURE

The next major event that’s still due is the Rapture. Jesus
Christ will come in the clouds soon, to collect all believers
from the earth.

e 1 Thes. 4:17: After that, we who are still alive and are
left will be caught up together with them in the clouds
to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the
Lord forever.

Jesus will remove the believers from the earth, mainly to
protect them from the terrible judgment which will follow
over the next seven years.

(The tragedy is that many will put their trust in Jesus after
they see the Rapture is real. These people will have to
unnecessarily endure the terrible suffering of the seven
years of judgment. This is why it makes more sense to accept
Jesus as Savior right now, before the Rapture.)
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3. FIRST HALF of the TRIBULATION

Once the presence of believers—and the presence of the
Holy Spirit who lives in them—Ileaves the earth, things will
deteriorate very rapidly.

e The post-rapture believers will not have the Holy Spirit
living in them on a permanent basis, the way He does
with us right now. He’ll only watch over them from the
outside, as in the Old Testament times.

The world is bearable right now, because the restraining
presence of the Holy Spirit is still here. Once He leaves with
the believers, there will be utter havoc! Countries will turn
against one another, and the danger of a nuclear war will
become very real.

e 2 Thes. 2:6-7: And now you know what is holding him
back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time.
For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work;
but the one who now holds it back will continue to do
so till he is taken out of the way.

One nuclear bomb has the capacity to wipe out an entire
country. So people will live every moment in deep fear,
anxious over what the future holds for them.

The Antichrist

In the midst of this great danger, one leader will emerge
from the Middle East, with the ability and power to restore
peace. He will help establish a World Peace Treaty and help
create a Worldwide Government.
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He will receive the full backing and support of a powerful
country in launching his new reforms. Some say that the
powerful nation backing him up will be the USA, but this is
mere speculation. The Bible simply refers to this powerful
country as “Babylon the Great.”

e Rev. 18:2: With a mighty voice he shouted: Fallen!
Fallen is Babylon the Great!

The world will praise this leader for his great achievements,
and he’ll probably be awarded the Nobel Peace prize as
well! But in reality he will be the Antichrist!

e Dan. 9:27: He will confirm a covenant with many for
one ‘seven’.

e Rev. 6:1-2: | watched as the Lamb opened the first of
the seven seals. Then | heard one of the four living
creatures say in a voice like thunder, “Come!” | looked,
and there before me was a white horse! Its rider held
a bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a
conqueror bent on conquest.

The False Prophet

Approximately around this time, another man will come
to the forefront as a great spiritual leader, respected and
admired by everyone. He'll probably get appointed as the
Pope and work towards uniting all religions to create one
world religion. Later on, in the second half of the Tribulation,
he’ll be revealed as the False Prophet.

e Rev. 13:11: Then | saw a second beast, coming out of
the earth. It had two horns like a lamb, but it spoke
like a dragon.
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God’s ‘Seal Judgments’

Shortly after the Antichrist and False Prophet come to power
on earth (pretending to be noble deliverers), up in heaven
Jesus will take a scroll into His hands and begin opening
the seals that are sealing it. Even as the first four seals are
opened, God’s judgment will be unleashed upon the earth,
bringing large scale destruction and death.

e Rev. 6:7-8: When the Lamb opened the fourth seal,
| heard the voice of the fourth living creature say,
“Come!” | looked, and there before me was a pale
horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades was
following close behind him. They were given power
over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine and
plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth.

The remaining two seals will be opened during the second
half of the tribulation

Two Witnesses

While the four seal judgments are being unleashed upon the
earth, God will also simultaneously raise up ‘two witnesses’
in Jerusalem to deliver people from the judgment! God
enjoys saving people far more than He does judging them.
What a loving God we have!

The main mission of these two witnesses will be to inform
people that the judgment taking place is directly from God,
and anyone who chooses to follow Jesus will be saved from
a greater judgment in hell. The two witnesses will perform
extraordinary miracles to prove they’re from God, and due
to their witnessing, many Jews and Gentiles will accept
Jesus as Lord.
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e Rev. 11:5-6: If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes
from their mouths and devours their enemies. This is
how anyone who wants to harm them must die. They
have power to shut up the heavens so that it will not
rain during the time they are prophesying; and they
have power to turn the waters into blood and to strike
the earth with every kind of plague as often as they
want.

Persecution of Christians

The World Government, as mentioned earlier, will be run by
a coalition group of powerful world leaders, including the
Antichrist. The Antichrist will use his influence to persecute
the new Christians for their faith in Christ, and many of
the believers will face intense persecution and die horrible
deaths.

e Rev. 6:9-11: When he opened the fifth seal, | saw
under the altar the souls of those who had been slain
because of the word of God and the testimony they
had maintained. They called out in a loud voice, “How
long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge
the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?”
Then each of them was given a white robe, and they
were told to wait a little longer, until the full number
of their fellow servants, their brothers and sisters,
were killed just as they had been.

The Two Witnesses Martyred

The Antichrist will personally kill the Two Witnesses, leaving
their dead bodies in the streets of Jerusalem—ijust so that
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he can dishonor them by denying them a burial. People all
over the world, who hated them for the plagues they sent
against the wicked, will be glad that these men are finally
dead. So the world will celebrate, and people will exchange
gifts when the bodies of the dead Witnesses are broadcast
onTV.

However, after three and a half days, the breath of life from
God will enter them, and they’ll stand on their feet, causing
terror in all those seeing. Then a loud voice from heaven will
say to them, “Come up here.” And they will go up to heaven
in a cloud, while their enemies look on.

e Rev. 11:11-12: But after the three and a half days the
breath of life from God entered them, and they stood
on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them.
Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to
them, “Come up here.” And they went up to heaven in
a cloud, while their enemies looked on.

Earthquake in Jerusalem

A few minutes after the Witnesses leave the earth, a major
earthquake will strike Jerusalem, killing 7000 people. Those
who survive this terrible earthquake will finally admit that
God exists and that He Himself sent the earthquake. But
they will refuse to repent and turn to Him!

e Rev. 11:13: At that very hour there was a severe
earthquake and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven
thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and
the survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God
of heaven.
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Satan thrown down to the Earth

Soon after the major earthquake in Jerusalem, satan will
gather his demonic army and declare war against God.
Michael the archangel will lead the heavenly host into battle
against him, and then satan and his demons will be cast out
of heaven onto the earth.

e Rev. 12:9: The great dragon was hurled down—that
ancient serpent called the devil, or satan, who leads
the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth,
and his angels with him.

4. SECOND HALF of the TRIBULATION

Opening of the Sixth Seal

The Second Half of the Tribulation will begin with the opening
of the sixth seal in heaven, causing a massive earthquake to
rip across the earth, and shift entire islands and mountains
from their original positions. Simultaneously, the sun will
be temporarily darkened and the moon will turn red. Large
meteors will crash onto the earth, changing the topography
of the earth.

e Rev. 6:12-14: | watched as he opened the sixth seal.
There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black
like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon
turned blood red, and the stars in the sky fell to earth,
as figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong
wind. The heavens receded like a scroll being rolled
up, and every mountain and island was removed from
its place.
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Again, just as in the case of the Jerusalem earthquake which
kills 7000 people, everybody will realize that God himself is
unleashing this judgment. World leaders will be filled with
fear and long to escape from the hands of this great God of
Judgment.

e Rev. 6:15-17: Then the kings of the earth, the princes,
the generals, the rich, the mighty and everyone else,
both slave and free, hid in caves and among the rocks
of the mountains. They called to the mountains and
the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of
Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the
Lamb! For the great day of their wrath has come, and
who can withstand it?”

Satan indwells the Antichrist

Satan will use this opportunity to present the world with a
leader who can supposedly deliver them from the Judgment
of God. He will take possession of the Antichrist’s body and
start controlling world affairs through him.

e Rev. 13:2: The beast | saw resembled a leopard, but
had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of
a lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and his
throne and great authority.

Antichrist destroys Babylon the Great

If you remember, in the first half of the Tribulation, the
Antichrist fully cooperated with the powerful nation that
was supporting him and his World Government. But now,
with satan indwelling him, the Antichrist will declare war
against this nation, (which is symbolically called ‘Babylon’ in
the Bible), and will successfully destroy it.
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e Rev. 18:10: Terrified at her torment, they will stand far
off and cry: “Woe! Woe to you, great city, you mighty
city of Babylon! In one hour your doom has come!’

Antichrist declares himself God

Once he is free from the control of ‘Babylon’, the satan-
possessed Antichrist will proceed with his ultimate plan. He
will march into the Jerusalem temple (which will be rebuilt
by this time) and declare himself as the real God. So the
world headquarters will now shift to Jerusalem.

e Dan. 9:27: In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an
end to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he will
set up an abomination that causes desolation, until
the end that is decreed is poured out on him.

Antichrist has a “near-death-experience” after being
Assassinated

Many people, including the Jews, will be angry when the
Antichrist declares himself God and takes over the Jerusalem
temple. As a result, someone will attempt to assassinate the
Antichrist.

The Antichrist will be declared dead; but in reality he will
simply have a “near-death-experience”... (there are many
documented cases of people coming back to life after their
heart stops beating for a few hours).

During the assassination attempt, the Antichrist’s body
will be damaged beyond recovery; but satan will heal him
using his evil powers. The whole world will be amazed at
this incredible miracle and begin to worship him as god ...
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thereby rejecting the God who sent the earthquakes upon
them

e Rev. 13:3: One of the heads of the beast seemed to
have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been
healed. The whole world was filled with wonder and
followed the beast.

Idol of Antichrist Created

The False Prophet will support the Antichrist’s claims of
Godhood. He'll begin to teach that both the Antichrist and
the Being that indwells him should be worshipped. He'll
perform great miracles, even causing fire to come down
from heaven to the earth in full view of the people. Because
of these incredible miracles, the people will believe the
False Prophet’s teaching that the Antichrist is indeed the
true God.

e Rev. 13:13-14: And it performed great signs, even
causing fire to come down from heaven to the earth
in full view of the people. Because of the signs it was
given power to perform on behalf of the first beast, it
deceived the inhabitants of the earth ...

Next, he will set up an image of the Antichrist and order
the whole world to worship it. This image will have the
magical power to speak, and it’ll even kill those who refuse
to worship it.

e Rev. 13:14-15: ... It ordered them to set up an image in
honour of the beast who was wounded by the sword
and yet lived. The second beast was given power to
give breath to the image of the first beast, so that
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the image could speak and cause all who refused to
worship the image to be killed.

Mark of the Beast

The False Prophet will also order everyone to receive a
mark on their right hands or on their foreheads, pledging
their allegiance to worship only the Antichrist and the Being
that indwells him. He will declare that only those bearing
the mark will be allowed to purchase food and other basic
commodities. As a result, almost everybody will take on the
Mark of the Beast.

e Rev. 13:16-17: It also forced all people, great and
small, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark
on their right hands or on their foreheads, so that they
could not buy or sell unless they had the mark, which
is the name of the beast or the number of its name.

Warning not to receive the Mark

At this time, God will send out messengers to all parts of the
world, warning people not to take the mark of the beast.
The messengers will explain that all those who take the
mark will be condemned to hell forever and ever.

e Rev. 14:9-10: A third angel followed them and said
in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and its
image and receives its mark on their forehead or on
their hand, they, too, will drink the wine of God’s fury,
which has been poured full strength into the cup of
His wrath. They will be tormented with burning sulfur
in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb.”
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144,000 Jews Sealed

Those who listen to the messengers of God, and refuse to
take the mark, will be persecuted and killed. At this time,
God will place a seal of protection on the foreheads of
144,000 Jewish believers. The Antichrist will not be able to
harm these Jews in any way! They’ll escape to a safe place,
where God will shield them for the next three and a half
years.

e Rev. 12:14: The woman was given the two wings of a
great eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared
for her in the wilderness, where she would be taken
care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the
serpent’s reach.

Note: The rest of the End Times Events will be covered at
the Senior Level.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Note: All discussion questions must be answered by the
children, and NOT by the teacher. The guidelines given here
are only meant to assist the teacher during the discussion.

Jer. 30:3: “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when
I will bring my people Israel and Judah back from captivity
and restore them to the land | gave their ancestors to
possess,” says the Lord.

What do you think we can learn from this Old Testament
promise of God?

In 70 AD, the Romans destroyed the Jerusalem temple, and
the fleeing Jews were scattered all over the world. But they
held on to the promise that God had given Jeremiah.
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However after hundreds of years, when nothing happened,
many began to think that God had forgotten His promise.
But true to His Word, when the right time came, God
helped a weak bunch of Israelites to come together and
fight with the powerful Arab Nations, to re-establish Israel
as an independent country. They miraculously defeated 7
stronger nations to gain independence in 1973!

When the world saw this miracle, they realized that the End
Times had finally started, and that soon, all of the other
prophesies would be fulfilled too.

The lesson we can learn from this is that God always keeps
His promises—even if the circumstances seem impossible.
2500 years after Jeremiah gave the prophesy, Israel was re-
instated exactly as predicted.

2 Thes. 2:6-7: And now you know what is holding him
back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. For
the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the
one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is
taken out of the way.

According to what we studied today, what are these verses
talking about?

Today the Holy Spirit lives inside each person who accepts
Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Due to His presence inside us, we
believers act as salt and light in this dark world. Through
our life-choices and our exercise of spiritual authority, we
restrict satan’s actions.

But after the Rapture, the Holy Spirit will return to
heaven along with the believers. Once His presence is
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removed, satan will gain the freedom to wreak havoc on
the earth. Violence will become so common that people will
be afraid to sit outdoors in the evenings. Immorality will be
praised and worshipped by almost everyone. And the courts
and police will stop providing justice.

Those will be terrible days to live on the earth. This is
why people will eagerly place their hope in the Antichrist,
thinking that he will restore order to the world.

When God begins to judge the world with the Seal
Judgment, He also sends Two Witnesses to preach about
Him. Why do you think God does this?

God enjoys saving people far more than He does judging
them. So even though He begins judging the world, He
still hopes that some will turn to Him and escape further
judgment. So He sends the Two Witnesses to preach and
encourage people to escape from God’s judgments. This
reveals the loving character of our God.

APPLICATION

If the Rapture takes place tonight, will you be caught up to
heaven with the rest of the believers? Or will you get left
behind, to face the terrible tribulation?

Make sure where you’re personally headed. And make a
commitment to tell other people about Jesus, so that they
won’t have to suffer through the tribulation either.
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